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Inside PET OF THE WEEK
Binkie is a 6-month-old female cat
with sleek black fur.  Binkie is a
sassy girl who always speaks her
mind!  She loves to frolic and play
with other cats, and to cuddle with
people, too.  You can visit Binkie
and all the other cats and kittens
looking for a home for the
holidays at Valley Humane Society,
3670 Nevada Street in Pleasanton.

VHS is open Wed-Sun from 11AM
to 5PM.  VHS is also searching for
volunteers to help with the
animals (particularly foster
homes); a New Volunteer
Orientation is held on the 3rd
Saturday of every month at 10AM
at VHS.  Visit our web site at
www.valleyhumane.org or call us
at 925-426-8656.

Coltrane Added
To Expanded
Jazz  Festival

The annual Campana Jazz
Festival in Pleasanton will ex-
pand to three days next year, and
include national jazz headliner
Ravi Coltrane.

Traditionally the festival has
been held only one day, and re-
stricted to performances by stu-
dent jazz bands from around the
Bay Area. The student bands will
still compete on Feb. 9 at
Amador Valley High School.

However, Coltrane will kick
off a jazz weekend with his con-
cert on Feb. 8. It will be at the
Amador Theater, and open to the
public as part of the city recre-
ation department’s Civic Arts
Presents series. Adult tickets will
cost $30, $35 and $40. Students
with identification receive a $10
discount.

To round out the weekend,
professional Bay Area jazz mu-
sicians will play Feb. 10 at the
Pleasanton Library. There have
been jazz concerts in a small se-
ries there from time to time. Now
the library will coordinate an
event with the Campana festival.
The  talent has not been booked
yet, said Penny Johnson, the
library’s adult programs director.

The whole idea is to bring
more enjoyment to the commu-

(See JAZZ, page 10)

Pictured are, in front sitting, Ken McCartney; behind from left to right standing, Ron White,
Hagop Manuelian, Millie Seibel, Peter Quinn, Angelika Voss-Quinn, and Paul Thompson.

Photo - Doug Jorgensen
Some 100 senior citizens from Ridgeview Commons were served lunch by eighth graders at
Pleasanton Middle School last week. The tradition started about 10 years ago. Many of the
seniors were already living in Ridgeview Commons when the school was built. They’ve had a
sort of possessive interest in the school since then, so the school has the annual luncheon to
invite them on campus to see the school’s progress. Caitlyn Su (front)  and Jasmine Park were
among the students who took part in the event.

The Board of Trustees of the
Chabot-Las Positas Community
College District has voted unani-
mously to name  DeRionne Pol-
lard as the President of Las Positas
College in Livermore.

Pollard currently serves as the
Vice President of Educational
Affairs at the College of Lake
County in Grayslake, Illinois.
She has also served that college
as Assistant Vice President, Edu-
cational Affairs, Faculty Coordi-
nator for the Center for Excel-
lence in Teaching and Learning,
Acting Division Dean for Com-
munication Arts, Humanities and
Fine Arts, and as an Assistant Pro-
fessor of English.

“Dr. Pollard has distinguished
herself among her peers through
her dedication to students and the
mission of community colleges.
She has a breadth of experience
ranging from academic affairs to
collective bargaining, including
serving as a faculty member,”
said  Joel Kinnamon, District
Chancellor. “She is one of the
most enthusiastic and savvy ad-

DeRionne Pollard

LPC President
Unanimous Choice

(See PRESIDENT, page 14)

Ravi Coltrane

The Livermore Area Recre-
ation and Park District has an-
nounced that Barbara Kraybill,
LARPD Youth Services Superin-
tendent, is retiring after 30 years
of service. Kraybill began her ca-
reer with LARPD in 1977 as a
Recreation Specialist and subse-
quently served in the positions
of Daycare Coordinator, Youth
Services Supervisor, Senior Rec-
reation Supervisor and, finally,
Youth Services Superintendent.

She developed the LARPD
pre-school curriculum in 1983,
which today serves 250 children;
developed the Extended Student
Services/Kid’s Zone before- and
after-school childcare program in

Youth Services
Leader Retiring

(See RETIRE, page 3)

A fund-raising climb of
Africa’s highest mountain by
seven self-described “old gee-
zers” from Livermore Rotary was
a smashing success.

All seven — whose ages
ranged from 50 to over 70 —
reached the summit of 19,340-
foot Mount Kilimanjaro.

Moreover, soliciting pledges
for the climb, they raised
$15,000 for the Wheelchair
Foundation, a worldwide orga-
nization that gives wheelchairs
to persons too poor to buy them.

Kilimanjaro Climb Boosts Wheelchair Project
That sum was matched by the

foundation and Rotary Interna-
tional, resulting in a total pot of
$45,000.

It bought 200 wheelchairs.
The chairs were sent to South
Africa in the name of the Liver-
more Noon Rotary Club.

“Rotary is a service organiza-
tion and we climbed Kilimanjaro
in that spirit. Not only did we
help kids and adults who need
wheelchairs, we also helped each
other. Kilimanjaro was a group
affair, not a ‘me’ thing. I think it

represented the true spirit of Ro-
tary,” says Angelika Voss-Quinn,
who at 50 was the youngest
member of the climbing group.

The other members were
Hagop Manuelian, Ken
McCartney, Peter Quinn (Voss-
Quinn’s husband), Millie Seibel,
Paul Thompson and Ron White.

White, who is over 70, was the
group’s oldest member, and was
the first among the seven to reach
the summit.

Though difficult to climb,
(See CLIMB, page 13)

Efforts by Livermore city gov-
ernment, developers, and preser-
vation-minded residents appar-
ently will save the Dutro house,
a Tudor-style home built in the
mid-1920s at L and Chestnut
streets.

The house would be taken
over by Livermore Valley Inves-
tors, which would move it to one
of three sites in downtown. The
city planning commission will
hold a hearing Jan. 15 on a per-
mit to move the structure.

A new deadline for moving
the house —  Feb. 1 — has been
set by Real Freedom LLC, the
developers. The plan is to build
condominiums on the Dutro
House site and on an adjacent
parcel. Originally Real Freedom
set a mid-December deadline for

Dutro House to
Be Saved From
Wrecker’s Ball

The National Nuclear Secu-
rity Administration's (NNSA) top
official on Tuesday announced
plans to create a nuclear weap-
ons  infrastructure that is
“smaller, safer, more secure and
more cost effective.”

Thomas D’Agostino, admin-
istrator of NNSA, discussed the
plans during a televised press
conference. “The nation’s aging
Cold War era nuclear weapons
complex is too big and too
costly,” he declared. Over the
next decade, the proposed trans-
formation is expected to result
in a 30 percent reduction in the
square footage of the nuclear

its need to demolish the house.
When the deadline was set, no
party had been identified as in-
terested or able to save the home.

However, five or six individu-
als met as a group with officials
at city hall since then, and
learned what it would take to
save the house. Although the
house is being offered free, the
project itself could be very ex-
pensive, probably too costly for
an individual, according to
Walter Davies, one of the people
who attended the meeting at city
hall.

Davies said that depending
on whether new utility hook-ups
are needed (for a vacant parcel
that doesn’t have them) and other
possible fees, the city fees could

Nuclear Complex Faces Downsizing
weapons infrastructure and a 20
to 30 percent reduction in the
work force. Staff reductions are
anticipated to occur through
natural attrition.

It is anticipated that 600
buildings would be closed down
throughout the complex.

“We are at a crossroads with a
challenge to turn the complex
into a 21st century enterprize at
the forefront of technology,” he
declared.  With flat and declin-
ing budgets, there is a need to
reduce the cost of operating the
complex by moving redundancy
and consolidating facilities.

The Lawrence Livermore Na-
tional Laboratory will feature
three centers of excellence.

Bruce Goodwin, Associate
Director for Weapons and Com-
plex Integration, told reporters
that Livermore will be one of two
Centers of Excellence for Nuclear
Design and Engineering.

The second would be the
Center of Excellence for High
Energy Density Physics when the
National Ignition Facility is
ready in 2009. “Using NIF, Liv-
ermore will be the only place on
earth where it will be possible to
see what happens when a

weapon detonates,” said
Goodwin.

Goodwin also addressed the
issues of staff reduction and loss
of facilities. He said that the Lab
had been bringing the weapons
staff down in numbers over the
past two years. The reduction has
been driven by the way nuclear
weapons research is now con-
ducted,  simulations on
supercomputers. For example,
Goodwin noted that the design
of the reliable replacement war-
head (RRW) took only six
months. In the past, such a project
would have taken three years. As
a result of the ability to use simu-

lations, fewer employees are nec-
essary to conduct the research.

The third center would be a
Center of Excellence for High
Explosive R&D.

Site 300 will no longer be a
NNSA facility. Goodwin antici-
pated that work for other govern-
ment agencies could be con-
ducted at the site.

The Lab would also be one of
two capability centers for
supercomputers, according to
Goodwin.

Special nuclear materials
would be removed from the site
by the end of 2012 and build-

By Patricia Koning
The Livermore Valley Joint

Unified School District has had
budget surpluses for several
years. Last week the trustees dis-
cussed ideas on how to spend
some of the current $3.8 million
surplus.

The trustees reviewed a list of
one-time expenditures totaling
$1.5 million. Susan Kinder, Di-
rector of Fiscal Services, sug-
gested adding a $600,000 reserve
for declining enrollment. The
District’s enrollment is projected
to decrease at a steady rate over
the next 10 years.

The biggest ticket items on
the list were data management
tools. Geoff Warner, Director of
Information Technology, re-
quested an upgrade to IFAS soft-
ware that handles the financial
accountability of the Business
Services and Human Resources
departments. According to
Warner, the software is used to
run business critical reports to
meet requirements set by the
Alameda County Office of Edu-
cation.

The cost of the software up-
grade, including training, is
$256,000. Warner requested an
additional $7,500 for two high

Livermore School District
Is Considering over $2
Million in New Spending

speed scanning stations and
$30,000 to hire temporary help
to scan existing paper records so
they can be converted and up-
loaded to the IFAS server. Main-
tenance of the system and Appli-
cation Service Provider costs
would run $5,263 annually.

District staff requested a data
and assessment management sys-
tem at a cost of $200,000. It
would track achievement data
from state and local assessments
and provide analysis of achieve-
ment gaps, significant subgroups,
school sites, and individual stu-
dents.

This level of data analysis is
critical says Livermore School
Superintendent Brenda Miller in
helping Marilyn and Portola El-
ementary Schools get out of Pro-
gram Improvement. Both schools
are working to analyze standards
and target instruction so that they
will meet No Child Left Behind
targets in 2008.

Another requested expendi-
ture is $275,000 to install secu-
rity cameras at Del Valle Continu-
ation School and the District’s
four middle schools. “The cam-
eras we installed at the high
schools have worked very well,

The Pleasanton school board
will carry on more dialogue with
the community before making a
decision about whether to ap-
proach voters with a parcel tax.

Trustees have had a consult-
ant conduct a survey of the com-
munity on the amount  of tax that
might receive approval from the
required two-thirds of voters.
Residents also have been asked
what additions to school pro-
grams they consider valuable.
Administrative staff has met with

Pleasanton Schools Want to
Hear More on Parcel Tax

parent groups to get their feed-
back.

The district’s 55-member
committee on excellence has
made recommendations about
program  improvements de-
signed to bring the district’s aca-
demic achievement even higher
than it is now. (The district stands
ninth in the state among 1000
unified school districts on the
Academic Performance Index
(API) scores, just one notch be-

Livermore Area Recreation
and Park District staff was told to
go back to the drawing board to
come up with a less costly project
to convert the former Denton
House into a ranger station at

Sycamore Grove Park.
The LARPD board also asked

for a cost benefit analysis of the
cost of proposed green building
features versus payback on such
an investment.

The house was donated to the
district by Jacquie Williams-
Courtright. She also paid to move
the house to its new location ad-
jacent to the equestrian staging

(See NUCLEAR, page 4)

(See HOUSE, page 5)

(See PARCEL TAX, page 4)

(See  SPENDING, page 4)

LARPD Board Wants Less Expensive Project

(See RANGER STATION, page 4)
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Candy canes danced in the Valley Dance Theatre's production
of "The Nutcracker." For the story, see page 10.

By Patricia Koning
A new must-see on the list of

holiday sights around Livermore
are the window displays at Dom’s
Outdoor Outfitters, at the corner
First and M Streets in downtown.
The windows showcase Dom’s
goods in a variety of holiday set-
tings—one with a Christmas tree
and fireplace, one outdoors, and
one with a snowman.

“We’re getting lots of compli-
ments,” says store owner Dom
Saccullo. “People are stopping
by just to see the windows. I don’t
think that has ever happened be-
fore.”

The Christmas tree scene in-
cludes cookies for Santa and a
fireplace. Beneath the tree are an
array of Dom’s products, includ-
ing slippers, baby boots, a water
bottle, and a backpack. The out-
door scene showcases gear for ev-
erything outdoors. A well-ap-
pointed hunter is displayed be-
side a bear with a Santa hat. The
snow scene shows a snowman
next to a campfire. Displayed in
this window is snow gear, includ-
ing a sled, snowshoes, and a
snowsuit.

Girl Scouts Give Dom’s Windows a Festive Touch
Dom and his son Jeff, who run

the store together, are quick to
point out that they are not re-
sponsible for the window dis-
plays. One day back in Septem-
ber, Girl Scout Troop 2863 ap-
proached the men with the con-
cept. The Girl Scouts needed a
project to develop business skills
and Dom’s had three big win-
dows facing First Street.

The troop, which is comprised
of sixth and eighth grade girls,
divided themselves into three
groups, one for each window.
They brainstormed ideas on how
to showcase Dom’s products and
created display boards, which
they presented to Dom and Jeff.

“Dom and Jeff were just amaz-
ing. They gave the girls great
feedback on how to best display
the items,” says troop leader
Heidi Novell.

The girls then painted the
backdrops and assembled the
displays, which went live on
Nov. 19, just before Thanksgiv-
ing. Dom says the girls demon-
strated beautiful teamwork in
their effort and gave them all gift
certificates to the store as a thank

you.
The project is part of a “Your

Own Business” Interest Project
that Girl Scouts must complete
before working towards the Sil-
ver Award, the highest award for
Girl Scouts ages 11-14. Laura
Franklin, Elise Hedges, Jasmine
Larkey, Carina Novell, Adeline
Nunes, Shannon Osterberg, and
Sher Zarinfar, all eighth graders,
will begin working on their Sil-
ver Award next year.

The sixth grade members of
Troop 2863, Katy Kennedy, Sara
Novell, Christine Putnam, and
Katie Swadener, will begin work-
ing on their Bronze Award, the
highest honor a Junior Girl Scout

can receive. The Girl Scout
Bronze Award requires the girls
to learn the leadership and plan-
ning skills necessary to follow
through on a project that makes
a positive impact on her commu-
nity.

“It’s been amazing to see them
take on this project and run with
it,” says Novell. “They were re-
ally excited to help Dom’s in-
crease their sales. I’ve really been
able to see their leadership skills
develop and grow through this
process.”

Girl Scout Troop 2863 has
been together for nine years, with
many of the girls involved since
kindergarten.

The Ed Kinney Lecture Series
at the Museum On Main Street
presents, “Aerial Photography,
Global Warming and the Long-
est-Burning Light Bulb in the
World,” a lecture by Dick Jones
at 7 p.m. on Thursday, January
17 at the Museum On Main
Street, 603 Main Street, Pleasan-
ton.

Jones, a commercial pilot with
single, multi and instrument rat-
ings, will talk about flying and
show aerial photographs of the
Bay Area, the California coast-
line, Mono Lake, the Golden
Gate bridge, Yosemite and Pleas-
anton when Stoneridge was be-
ing built.

 He will show a short video of
global warming studies using
high altitude unmanned and
manned airplanes and a short
video of the Fuji Blimp flight.

 He will talk about longest-
burning light bulb in the world
and efforts to help make and keep
it famous.

 Jones has been a videographer
and photographer for manned
and unmanned aerial vehicles for
global warming studies working
with the Department of Energy,

NASA and Sandia National Labo-
ratories.  He was part of a film
crew that won a Telly Award for
one of the short movies they
made documenting atmospheric
research flights.

 He owns his own aerial photo
business, taking pictures for land
and commercial real estate and
is a retired Component Design
Engineer from Sandia.

In Alaska and Australia, he was
a photographer and videographer
for “Proteus” a high-altitude,
long-duration aircraft, originally
developed as a telecommunica-
tions relay platform, that has been
used on missions for atmospheric
sampling and Earth-monitoring
science. He also filmed the un-
manned airplane “Altus” on the
island of Kauai and in Okla-
homa, flew in the Twin Otter as
the Payload Engineer, and has
flown the Fuji blimp over San
Francisco.  Visit www.rjaerial.net

 Lecture reservations are re-
quested.  Admission is $5 for
museum members and $10 for
non-members.  Call (925) 462-
2766. Memberships will be avail-
able for purchase that night.

Pilot Featured Speaker for
January 17 History Lecture
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Vecchiarelli Board President
Carlo Vecchiarelli has been named President

of the Chabot-Las Positas Community College
District Board of Trustees. He was unanimously
elected to fill the post by his fellow board mem-
bers.

Elected to the Board in 2004,  Vecchiarelli
represents district constituents in Pleasanton,
Dublin and Sunol.

“I am honored to be elected to the position of
Board president,” said Vecchiarelli. “I fully be-
lieve in the mission of community colleges. I
know that we have two of the best in our district.
Our faculty and staff go above and beyond to
serve more than 22,000 students who come to us
each year. Our students excel in the classroom
and in extra-curricular activities.  It is our job, as
Trustees, to do everything we can to provide
them the opportunities they deserve to succeed.
We have a busy year ahead of us with state and
federal funding issues and implementing our fa-
cilities bond. It’s an exciting time in our district.
I look forward to working with my fellow board
members as we lead this district on to even big-
ger and better accomplishments.”

Prior to his election to the Board, he served
the District for 40 years as a faculty member,
Director of Admissions, and Dean of the Math,
Computer Science and Engineering division at
Chabot College in Hayward.

 He is a past director of the California Water-
fowl Association and past treasurer of the Liver-
more/Pleasanton Umpires Association. He has
also served on the Board of Regents for Bishop
O’Dowd High School. In 2004, he was inducted
into the Chabot College Sports Hall of Fame for
meritorious service to student athletes.

Vecchiarelli earned his masters degree in bio-
logical sciences at the University of California,
Berkeley.

The Chabot-Las Positas Community College
District includes Chabot College in Hayward and
Las Positas College in Livermore.

Seven DUI Arrests
Nineteen vehicles were impounded for viola-

tions when drivers were found to driving under
the influence or had drivers’ license violations.
Seven drivers were arrested for DUI during a Dec.
14 sobriety checkpoint conducted by the Pleas-
anton Police Department.

The checkpoint was conducted between 8:20
p.m. and 2:20 a.m. on northbound Santa Rita
Road just south of Pimlico Drive. Officers from
the Dublin Police Services and California High-
way Patrol assisted. The officers screened 1283
of 1337 vehicles who passed through during the
six hours. Fourteen drivers were given field so-
briety tests for intoxication. Another twenty two
were further investigated for either driving with-
out a license or driving on a suspended license.
Fourteen citations were issued for violations.

Mother’s Against Drunk Driving provided
educational materials to drivers screened during
the checkpoint.

Small Farm Conference
California Resource Conservation Districts

will host a California Small Farm Conference on
Feb. 24-26 in Visalia.

The conference is designed to serve the edu-
cational needs of smaller acreage farmers and
ranchers including those who are just starting
out in farming, thinking about becoming a farmer,
have limited resources, or could benefit from ad-
ditional support and networking.

Scholarships are available for farmers and
ranchers, students and farmers’ market manag-
ers.

Application forms are available at

www.californiafarmconference.org.

School Threat Arrest
Cy Jamerson, 20, of San Francisco, has been

arrested on two felony charges involving a death
threat at Village High School in Pleasanton.
Jamerson was arrested by Pleasanton Detective
Eric Fredgren in San Pablo after Jamerson ar-
rived at his probation officer’s building for a
scheduled meeting.

Detectives had obtained a $250,000 arrest
warrant for Jamerson on one count of felony
death threats and one count of threatening a pub-
lic institution.

The suspect called Village High School on
Nov. 30 and threatened to shoot students and
school officials. He said he would begin shoot-
ing at 9:30 a.m. if school officials didn’t pro-
ceed with an evacuation of the facility. School
administrators immediately locked down the
school.

During the investigation, detectives obtained
court orders to research cell phone data. Jamerson
was identified as the suspect.

When he was arrested, he was searched and
detectives found a fully loaded ammunition
magazine in his pocket. A search of Jamerson’s
car resulted in the recovery of a stolen .45 cali-
ber handgun and 78 ecstasy pills. Jamerson is
also facing felony charges of possession of a sto-
len firearm and possession of narcotics in Con-
tra Costa County.

Jamerson reportedly admitted to making the
threatening phone call, referring to it as a “prank”
with no intentions of following through with
the threat.

Jamerson was booked into Santa Rita Jail.

Personnel Commission
The Livermore Area Recreation and Park Dis-

trict Board of Directors is accepting applications
through 5:00 p.m. December 31, 2007, for a po-
sition on its Personnel Commission.

Personnel Commissioners are appointed by
the Board to four-year volunteer terms.

 The Commission monitors the District’s per-
sonnel policies, oversees the hiring of full-time
staff, hears appeals of disciplinary actions and
makes recommendations to the Board of Direc-
tors on matters of personnel administration.

 The Commission meets as needed, but nor-
mally not more than once a month.

 Interested individuals should submit a letter
of interest and information on knowledge and
experience with personnel administration to Dis-
trict General Manager Timothy J. Barry, LARPD,
4444 East Avenue, Livermore, CA  94550.  For
information about the position, call Carolyn
Ulrich, (925) 373-5700.

UC Settles on Fine
The Department of Energy’s National Nuclear

Security Administration (NNSA) has accepted
an offer from the University of California regard-
ing the final notice of violation issued to the
university in September 2007 for violations of
the department's classified information security
requirements during the university’s tenure as
the management and operating contractor of the
Los Alamos National Laboratory in New Mexico.

NNSA had imposed a civil penalty of $3 mil-
lion. In the settlement proposal, the university
offered to pay a penalty of $2.8 million, with-
draw its election to seek judicial review of the
notice and accept responsibility for the viola-
tions.

These violations were revealed during an in-
vestigation following the discovery of classi-
fied matter in the residence of an employee of a
laboratory subcontractor in October 2006.

1985, in conjunction with the lo-
cal school district, which today
serves 900 children; and devel-
oped the Police Activities League
(PAL) program in 1999, in col-
laboration with the City of Liv-
ermore and the local school dis-
trict, serving 180 middle school

youth. Kraybill will retire at the
end of this month.

Jill De Bow-Kirk has been
hired to replace Kraybill, and
holds the position of Senior Rec-
reation Supervisor. De Bow-Kirk
comes to LARPD from the
YMCA of San Francisco, where

she was Director of Information
Technology/Training. She has
held various positions with the
YMCA since 1987, including
Associate Executive Director,
Branch Manager, Program Direc-
tor and Associate Executive Di-
rector.

RETIRE
(continued from page one)

Alameda County has received
approval for the final piece of
funding for its $30 million Vasco
Road safety improvement
project.  The East Contra Costa
Regional Fee & Financing Au-
thority approved programming
its earlier $3 million commit-
ment to the project.  All funding
commitments must be pro-
grammed before construction can
proceed.

“I am pleased to receive Con-
tra Costa County’s support for
the $3 million,” commented
Alameda County Supervisor
Scott Haggerty.  “It’s taken many

years and a great deal of effort to
assemble funding from numer-
ous sources including local, state
and federal programs for this im-
portant safety project,” he said.

Vasco Road is a regional road-
way that has become the primary
access between job centers in the
Tri-Valley area of Alameda
County and residences in the
southern portion of east Contra
Costa County.  The Vasco Road
Safety Improvements Project will
straighten curves and realign ap-
proximately 1.3 miles of Vasco
Road in eastern Alameda County.
Construction of the new road is

expected to begin by summer
2008. Alameda County will re-
construct the roadway on a new,
improved alignment and grade,
provide wider shoulders, and add
truck/bus climbing lanes and a
median barrier.

Pacific Gas and Electric just
completed relocation of two ma-
jor natural gas pipe lines that run
through the area to accommodate
the road construction.

The new road is expected to
improve traffic flow and safety
and facilitate express and regu-
lar bus service between the two
counties.

Funds in Place to Build
Vasco Road Improvements
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Second Home Depot
Home Depot’s application to open a second store in

Pleasanton was denied by the City Council two weeks
ago. Reversing an earlier 4-1 approval of the second
store, the council voted 5-0 this time.

They acted in response to a fiscal analysis concern-
ing the opening of a Lowe’s in Dublin. The study found
that while the second Home Depot store would gain
that company a $20 million increase in business, the
additional “big-box” competition would fall hard on the
area’s small home improvement stores. It was estimated
they would lose 16% of their business, with no hope of
ever recovering the loss.

Councilmember Matt Sullivan, the lone dissenter in
the earlier vote, focused on the big picture all through
the deliberations. “It’s clear that this is a bailout plan
for Home Depot,” he observed. “They are going to lose
business to Lowe’s. Instead of planning to bail out Home
Depot, the city should be talking about policies to help
small businesses improve their position. ...

“I believe in a diverse local economy with a mix of
large and small businesses,” said Sullivan. “If we turn
the town over to big-box retailers, we will lose that di-
versity.”

Competition is one of the pillars of the American eco-
nomic system. It is a proper role of government to en-
sure that the competition is relatively fair. In rejecting
Home Depot’s second store, the Pleasanton City Coun-
cil acted in the public interest.

Cuba
Las Positas Community College recently spotlighted

Cuba in a weeklong series of free events.
“It isn’t about Castro and Che Guevara. It’s about

the Cuban culture, literature, music and dance,” ex-
plained one of the organizers.

It was an important offering by the local campus.
Cuba stirs such intense political passions that programs
like this are rare.

The week was cosponsored by the college’s Spanish
department and Campus Exchange Network. We ap-
plaud them.

ings within what is known as the
Superblock will be down-graded.

Another loss will be the engi-
neering test facilities for nuclear
weapons. Both the facility at Liv-
ermore and a second one at Los
Alamos will be moved to Pantex.
Goodwin explained that would
reduce the need to move nuclear
components around to test them
as part of the stockpile steward-
ship program.

Across the street at Sandia
National Laboratories, NNSA has
indicated a desire to reduce its
landlord responsibilities. Pat
Smith, director of Site Operations
for Sandia said that management
would be exploring other work
options. Smith said there are no
plans to move all of the opera-
tions to the Albuquerque loca-
tion.

NNSA indicated it would tran-
sition the Livermore site to a
multi-agency lab.

D'Agostino stated, "Today’s
nuclear weapons complex needs
to move from the outdated, Cold
War complex into one that is
smaller, safer, more secure, and
less expensive. It needs to trans-
form into a 21st century enter-
prise that leverages the scientific
and technical capabilities of our
workforce, is safer for our
workforce, and meets evolving
national security requirements for
the future."

The goal is to make the tran-
sition within the existing bud-
get.

D’Agostino also announced a
further reduction of the number
of weapons in the nuclear stock-

area at the park. The district has
approved a $775,000 budget for
the project. Of that total,
$200,000 came from Chevron to
pay for a pipeline  through Sy-
camore Grove Park.

The LARPD Board was pre-
sented with a concept plan and
cost estimate for the conversion
at its meeting last week. The cost
is now estimated at over
$780,000 with an additional
$110,000 worth of items de-
ferred.

Director David Furst won-
dered where the increases were.

Consultant David Arkin of
Arkin & Tilt Architects ex-
plained that the most significant
increase was in utility hook-up
fees. Water service would cost
about $32,000, with similar costs
for PG&E and sewer service
hook-ups. Certain areas don’t
meet current building codes, par-
ticularly the plumbing, which
will have to be completely re-
done.

LARPD General Manager Tim
Barry pointed out that at each
step there has been a higher de-
gree of analysis. Until details are
known, it is difficult to know the
costs.

Furst was concerned about the
cost of hook-up fees. He noted
that they are just estimates.
“Given past history, we know
they will be higher. It looks as if
we are going for a million dollar
building here.”

Arkin discussed the green as-
pects of the project. “One of the
greenest features is that the ma-
jor components are re-used
pieces of a house.” The home is
1260 square feet in size. The pro-
posed concept adds 680 square
feet, about 280 more than the
original estimate. In addition, an
800 square foot deck would be
constructed.

The goal is to reduce the de-
mand for gas and electricity and
to stay ahead of minimum build-
ing codes, stated Dan Johnson,
also of Arkin & Tilt. The consult-
ant analyzed the climate, then
determined where energy could
be saved by reducing the cost of
cooling and the number of plug-
ins. As much natural light as pos-
sible would be used. More effi-
cient cooling and heating equip-
ment could be utilized. Solar
panels will provide hot water and
help to provide electricity to the
house. Rain water catchments
would harvest water for irriga-
tion.  The green features could
be used to demonstrate green and
environmentally friendly tech-
nologies to local homeowners
and business owners.

The next step, said Johnson,
would be to prepare simulations
to determine when pay back on
green investments might occur.

Director Scott Kamena stated
that it was difficult to understand

RANGER STATION
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NUCLEAR
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some of the costs. “Something
new would have cost less than
this.” He questioned the
$115,000 in design costs.

Arkin said, “A lot of design is
an investment in looking at long
term energy savings. It is no
longer an old house. It’s a new
building. It has to be brought up
to current codes.”

It was pointed out that similar
hook-up fee costs would have
applied to new construction, as
well.

Kamena stated, “I’m con-
cerned that a secondary purpose
has crept into this project - to
make this a green model. The goal
was to replace an aging and dif-
ficult to use ranger station. This
was not on the district’s original
project list. Now it has gone to
the top. The board never ap-
proved making this a model
project.”

Furst said that rangers do need
an improved work space. His
concern is that staff stay within
the budget approved by the
board.

Maryalice Faltings echoed
similar concerns. “Mimicking
Camp Arroyo as a green model
was not something I recall as the
purpose of all this. The idea was
to build to the budget and not
have staff design an ultimate Taj
Mahal with the idea they would
figure out how to pay for it later.
It’s so far over budget, it’s not
even funny. We can’t keep spend-
ing money we don’t have.”

The newest director, Beth Wil-
son, had a slightly different view-
point. She felt that the $775,000
would provide the basic things.
“I see this as something we need.
All other areas of the district
have new or newish facilities to
work in. I don’t want to go over
budget either. However, I see this
as something we desperately
need - a place to put on programs
and provide good working con-
ditions.”

“I applaud the creative ap-
proach the consultant has taken,”
stated board president Steve
Goodman. He added that there is
a need to live within the money
available while providing some-
thing for the rangers. Goodman
suggested that staff needed to go
back and look at the project
again. Firm costs should be pro-
vided in writing on hook-up fees.

General Manager Tim Barry
suggested that staff and the ar-
chitect proceed with the cost ben-
efit analysis of green building
aspects of the project.

Value engineering will likely
reduce the cost estimate.

Goodman stated, “We need to
move expeditiously. The costs
will only go up. I’d like to see
what is the best we can get for
the money we have. It may not
be a model facility, because we
can’t afford it.”

pile. He noted that the numbers
required by the Moscow Treaty
would be met this year, five years
ahead of schedule. There would
be a further 15 percent reduction,
bringing the stockpile down to a
quarter the size it was at the end
of the Cold War. He declined to
give specific numbers.

The RRW was proposed as a
replacement for some of the ag-
ing weapons in the stockpile.
However, the program is not
funded in the budget approved
over the week by Congress.
D’Agostino stated that the RRW
would have provided the best
way to achieve the goal of a
smaller stockpile. However, the
transition to a smaller weapons
complex would continue with or
without the RRW.

"We must act now to adapt for
the future security needs of the
country, and stop pouring money
into an old, Cold War-era nuclear
weapons complex that is too big,
too expensive, and doesn't offer
updated and safer ways of main-
taining our nuclear stockpile or
that is responsive to other na-
tional security needs,” he de-
clared.

There are no plans to ask for
additional funding to achieve the
transition. D’Agostino said there
are models that demonstrate that
reducing costs would provide the
funds to reinvest in facilities.
That will include looking at ca-
pabilities that are no longer
needed. For example, fewer sites
with special nuclear materials
could result in an $800 million a

year reduction in the cost of se-
curity.

While nuclear weapons will
continue to be important,
D’Agostino predicted that more
money and effort will go into
nonproliferation, intelligence
analysis and securing nuclear
materials.

 The proposed plan is de-
scribed in a draft Supplemental
Programmatic Environmental
Impact Statement (SPEIS) that
NNSA will issue in January. It is
the result of a process that began
in 1992 with NNSA's Stockpile
Stewardship program. This pro-
gram uses sophisticated
supercomputers and experiments
to certify, without underground
nuclear testing, to the President
that the nuclear weapons are safe
and reliable. As the Stockpile
Stewardship program progressed,
NNSA identified needs that
would become greater in the fu-
ture.

These needs include facilities
that are safer and more secure,
consolidating special nuclear
materials, eliminating duplica-
tive capabilities, establishing a
plutonium capability, and imple-
menting more efficient and uni-
form business practices through-
out the complex.

The draft SPEIS evaluates
four alternatives to address
NNSA's needs: maintaining the
status quo, distributed centers of
excellence, consolidated centers
of excellence, and a capabilities-
based complex. The SPEIS also
contains a preferred alternative,

the distributed centers of excel-
lence, which would consolidate
missions and facilities within the
existing NNSA sites. This means
that NNSA would eliminate re-
dundancies in missions, capabili-
ties, and facilities, eventually
saving money in the future. A
copy of the executive summary
of the SPEIS is available at
www.nnsa.doe.gov.

The plan is to consolidate
special nuclear materials at five
sites by the end of 2012, with re-
duced square footage within
those sites by 2017; close or
transfer from weapons activities
about 600 buildings or struc-
tures, many by 2010; cease NNSA
operations of two major testing
sites supporting DOE laborato-
ries by 2015;  and dismantle
weapons at a significantly faster
pace.

NNSA's nuclear weapons
complex consists of eight major
facilities. They are Los Alamos
National Laboratory (NM),
Lawrence Livermore National
Laboratory (CA), Sandia Na-
tional Laboratories (NM and
CA), Pantex Plant (TX), Y-12
National Security Complex (TN),
Kansas City Plant (MO), Savan-
nah River Site (SC), and Nevada
Test Site (NV).

A draft summary of the recom-
mendation is available on line at
www.nnsa.doe.gov. A complete
environmental impact statement
will be available some time in
January. A 90-day comment pe-
riod is planned. In addition, there
will be local hearings on the pro-
posed changes.

so we want to expand the cover-
age,” explained Miller.

The Maintenance and Opera-
tions department requested
$200,000 for paving, roofing,
fencing, and electrical and
plumbing upgrades to its Main-
tenance Facility on Ladd Avenue.
The main shop/warehouse at the
Maintenance Facility is nearly
50 years old. Other buildings on
the site are over 40 years old.

Other requested expenditures
include $70,000 for staff devel-
opment, with $50,000 specifi-
cally for math and science with
an intervention focus; $175,000
for class sets of math textbooks
in middle and high schools;
$20,000 for updated K-8 core lit-
erature; $10,000 to implement
the visual and performing arts
plan; $10,000 for the physical
education task force to develop
and begin implementation of a
plan to increase student fitness

hind San Ramon Valley.) Among
those recommendations are more
technology education, class size
reduction for grades 4 and 5, and
selected high school subjects.

However, trustees said at their
meeting Dec. 11 that more dis-
cussion about whether to have a
parcel tax is in order, for a vari-
ety of reasons. For one thing, the
state’s prospective tax revenue
picture has taken a nosedive. A
state government report indi-
cates there could be a $10 bil-
lion revenue shortfall in the next
two years. It is a dramatic depar-
ture from a predicted surplus,
which lawmakers had been talk-
ing about spending on such
things as expanded health insur-
ance for children, and paying off
more of the state’s debt.

Although there are guarantees
for school revenues through
Proposition 98, the law can be
suspended by Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger. Even if it were
not suspended, there are ways of
reducing the revenue such as
lowering the cost of living ad-
justment that is included annu-
ally.

Pleasanton trustees expressed
concern that the shortfall could
knock the district back on its
heels, because they would have
to find money to  protect pro-
grams that they instituted in the
past couple of years. Trustee
Chris Grant said, “Twelve months
from now, do we want to preserve
programs that we fought hard to
put in place?”

Grant cited  the district’s re-
duction of the ratio of counse-
lors to students from 750 to 420
as one example of program im-
provement. Given that several
youth tragedies occurred this
year with their emotional impact
on students, having more coun-
selors was an excellent move,
said Grant. The ratio should be
improved to 350 to 1, he said.

Restoring science specialists
to elementary schools was an-
other good program improve-
ment, said Grant. “Only on cam-
pus size did I get more comments

PARCEL TAX
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from people than I got on restor-
ing science specialists,” he said.

Superintendent John Casey
said the thinking about a poten-
tial parcel tax would be to go be-
yond current program strengths,
and rather than use the revenue
to salvage something that could
be lost.

Grant also put his emphasis
on the future improvement of
Pleasanton schools.  “We have
very good schools. I think they
could be better,” said Grant.
Grant added, “It’s not easy to
make meaningful change. It takes
leadership and dedication and it
takes some risk.” Although not
wanting to authorize a parcel tax
now, he called for conversation
at the school site level, which was
something that Casey under-
scored in his comments to the
board.

STATE PICTURE LOOKS
‘PRETTY DISMAL’

Trustee Steve Brozosky said,
“What we’ve seen from the state
looks pretty dismal now.” He
added, “Maybe the things we
have today are more important
than these here (on a list of ex-
cellence committee recommen-
dations).”  Brozosky said the dis-
trict should wait to see what the
state does.

Casey said that if it turns out
that the board decides to place a
parcel tax on the November 2008
ballot, the district would have to
call for the election in August.

Trustee Pat Kernan agreed
with other board members that
the community dialogue should
continue before any decision is
made about whether to have a
parcel tax. If there were an elec-
tion, November 2008 would be a
poor choice, said Kernan. “For
three of the board members here,
it could be a single campaign is-
sue. For that reason alone, I don’t
think November 2008 is the right
time.”

Clarifying his comment later
for the Independent, Kernan said
that any other candidate election
discussion issues would be
crowded out by the parcel tax is-

sue. City government might also
put a measure on a ballot about
funding improvements for the
Bernal property. Whatever the
timing of that measure, it would
be a big demand on local tax-
payers, if joined with a school
tax, said Kernan. “People I’ve
talked to aren’t there yet (about
supporting a parcel tax). I don’t
think they will be by Nov. 8.”

Kernan added that the issue
of building and financing Neal
elementary school is still in court.
There has been talk of building a
third comprehensive high school
or a small magnet school, so these
need to be discussed in the larger
context, too, he said.

Brozosky said that by wait-
ing, the district could present
both a parcel tax and a bond is-
sue that would give a big picture
of what could be done. “We can
re-do buildings, have technol-
ogy. We can wow this commu-
nity with things they never
thought of before,” said Brozo-
sky.

Most of the discussion in-
volved Brozosky, Kernan and
Grant. Board president Jim Ott
summed it up by saying, “It
sounds like we have a consensus
on that, so we’ll hold off making
a decision (whether to move for-
ward with a parcel tax).”

HIGH SCHOOLS
EXPANSION REVENUES
The board did take unani-

mous action on adoption of a
spending plan that links revenue
to various projects that it previ-
ously authorized for high school
expansion. The plan it approved
would spend $31 million on fa-
cilities improvements at Amador
Valley, Foothill and Village high
schools. The $31 million was a
reduction from $42 million in
proposed projects earlier this
year.

Among the major project ex-
penditures are $7.8 million for
fitness room and gym expansion
at Amador Valley, and $1.2 mil-
lion for library modernization,
$3.5 million for fitness wrestling

and dance rooms, and $3.1 mil-
lion for gym expansion, all at
Foothill.  Village is budgeted for
$5.7 million for a multipurpose
building.

The plan identifies sources for
$32 million. They include $16.9
million from capital facilities
money, $3 million from Measure
B (the district’s bond money still
left from the 1990s), $9.6 million
from state modernization and
growth funds (primarily on eli-
gibility reserve for Foothill), and
$2.8 million in state and local
partnership funds.

The approved list omits the
construction of lobbies on the
Amador Valley and Foothill gym
expansions, which would total
$4.3 million. There was some dis-
cussion of building them later,
although that would add to the
total cost.

Casey told the board that the
staff will come back at the next
board meeting Jan. 7 with archi-
tectural plans possibly to shrink
the lobbies’ area, with a commen-
surate reduction in cost, so that
the lobbies could be built as part
of the plan.

The meeting on Jan. 7 will
begin at 5 p.m. in the board room,
and will discuss several topics,
including potential ways to ease
overcrowding on campuses. The
notion of building a third high
school, whether a full-size com-
prehensive one or a magnet
school, will be a topic, said
Casey.

The agenda item on over-
crowding was requested at the
board’s meeting in November by
parent Julie Testa, who cited
state education code. Casey told
the Independent that the code
says that a district must put a resi-
dent-requested item on its
agenda in a reasonable amount
of time, although not necessar-
ily at the next meeting.

Casey said that he met with
Testa since the November meet-
ing to talk about several ideas.
They will be discussed at the
meeting.

and health habits; $75,000 to
implement the K-6 program at
Joe Michell Elementary School;
$100,000 to fully implement the
District Technology Plan;
$20,000 for two interactive mo-
bile videoconferencing units;
$66,000 for a new delivery truck;
and $15,000 for a new car for the
facilities department.

At the meeting trustee Kate
Runyon requested $8,000 to
purchase additional licenses for
specialized math software in use
at Junction Avenue Middle
School. “This is a great program,
but scheduling is a problem,” she
explained. “With more licenses,
more students will be able to use
the program at once.”

Keith Pickering-Walters,
president of the Livermore Edu-
cation Association (LEA), ques-
tioned why the District is not
spending all of its money.

“My overall concern is that

the District ended the year with
such a big surplus. This money
comes from the State. We need to
spend it, whether that is for sala-
ries and benefits or programs,”
he said. “At the bargaining table
we hear from the District that they
don’t have enough money. They
budget money that could be ne-
gotiated for different uses or put
into programs and then don’t use
it.”

Kinder said the District has
been budgeting conservatively
since coming out of a fiscal cri-
sis several years ago. About $1.4
million of the nearly $4 million
surplus was money that was bud-
geted in 2006/07 but never
spent. Much of that surplus is
from salaries and benefits for po-
sitions that were not filled or
filled mid-year, unspent program
manager budgets, unspent
money set aside for legal ex-
penses, savings on telephone

costs, and decreased special edu-
cation costs.

The other $2.4 million of the
surplus is carryover from previ-
ous years’ budgets.

Miller said that the Board  is
determined to be fiscally cau-
tious. “They want to be certain
that they can cover everything
in any given year and subsequent
years,” she explained.

With the operating deficit of
the California State budget up to
$14 billion by some estimates,
Kinder says mid-year budget cuts
are not out of the question. Gov-
ernor Schwarzenegger will an-
nounce his 2008/09 budget on
Jan. 10.

The trustees will not take ac-
tion on new expenditures until
after the State budget is pre-
sented. A vote on new expendi-
tures will likely occur at the Jan.
22, 2008 meeting.
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be as much as $91,000. Another
$13,000 could be levied in
school fees, if the house were not
replacing another house, said
Davies.

There would also be a sharing
in the  cost of the move. Further,
a foundation would have to be
installed to match the house’s
outline. Also, work needs to be
done on the damaged lathe and
plaster interior, which could go
as high as $50,000.

Davies’s intention was to
place the house on a vacant lot
next to his home, and rent it out.
However, the initial expenses
would be so high that they could
not be recouped fast enough by
a rental, he said.

Livermore Valley Investors
was the only party to step up and
offer to save the home. Mike
Orth, owner of Orth Construction
Inc., said that he was awarded a
contract by the city to move the

HOUSE
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house.
David Edgington, who owns

Real Freedom, would have some
expense if he were to demolish
the Dutro house, so he will con-
tribute an amount to the cost of
the move, said Livermore princi-
pal planner Paul Spence. He char-
acterized Edgington as person-
ally being very interested in sav-
ing the house.  The remainder of
the moving cost will be borne by
Livermore Valley Investors.

If any of the parties withdraw
from the process, the city would
be open to offers from other par-
ties, who may apply for a wait-
ing list at any time, said Spence.
One other party has expressed
interest, he said.

The drive to preserve the
house was supported by attend-
ees at Livermore City Council
meetings, and by a directive from
the council to staff that efforts be
made to save it.

(Opinions voiced in letters
published in Mailbox are those
of the author and do not neces-
sarily reflect the opinion of The
Independent. Letter Policy: The
Independent will not publish
anonymous letters, nor will it
publish letters without names.
Frequent letter writers may have
publication of their letters de-
layed. Abusive letters may be
edited.)

Oak Grove
Stacey Borsody
Pleasanton

The recent letter by Janet Win-
ter exemplifies the typical unin-
formed opinions I find being writ-
ten by most supporters of the Oak
Grove referendum and the “Save
Pleasanton’s Hills and Housing
Cap” initiative.  Two main prob-
lems in her letter stand out.

First, she fails to understand
Pleasanton zoning laws and how
many homes the current zoning
for the Oak Grove property al-
lows.  Instead she claims that
Becky Dennis is writing misin-
formation.  Fact: The Oak Grove
property is allowed up to 98
dwelling units without violating
the zoning laws (489 “Rural Den-
sity Residential” acres of Oak
Grove at 0.2 dwelling units per
acre).  To claim that there is no
entitlement to this number of
homes is wishful thinking at best.

Second, she fails to state that
the initiative has an exemption
that would allow the Oak Grove
developer to still build upon the
ridgelines as long as no more than
10 buildings were built.  Instead
she chooses to characterize the
initiative as final in preventing
such ridgetop development.  That
is misinformation if I ever saw it.

Get informed about the Oak
Grove development and the po-
tential consequences of
referending it.  Don’t rely upon
uninformed opinion to make
your decision.

Concannon Speed
James Caselli
Livermore

With all due respect to Mr.
Pavlak’s concern regarding
speed on Concannon between
Holmes and Isabel, the problem
is not the speed but rather the
posted limit. The almost univer-
sal disregard for the limit is not
because we have a city full of
scofflaws, but because the limit
is too low for the nature of that
particular stretch of road. Other
roads in the city with similar con-
figuration/circumstances have
higher limits.

The only difference I can
guess at is that there may be more
school children at certain times
of the day, yet this seems well
addressed by controlled cross-
walks that are properly obeyed
by all drivers.

House Financing
Don King
Livermore

The sub-prime lending phe-
nomena has resulted in a really
serious economic crisis for the
country. I watched a C-Span air-
ing on a conference on housing
finance and consumer protection.
It was sponsored by Bush’s Sec-
retary of the Treasury, Henry
Paulson. A panel of speakers gave
their views as to what can be done
to help the millions of families
defaulting on their home mort-
gages. The tide of foreclosures
has begun. Those most knowl-
edgeable are predicting the worst
is yet to come. It should never
have happened. If the govern-
ment agencies - federal, state and
local - had been protecting the
public from the predatory lend-
ers, it would not have happened.

One panelist, Shanna Smith,
of the National Fair Housing Al-
liance, was particularly hard on
the Department of Justice’s Of-
fice of Thrift Supervision. The
Bush people in that investigative
agency simply looked the other
way while the risky lending was
going on. It seems the adminis-
tration was even encouraging
“creative financing.” After all,
they could point to a rising rate
of home ownership. And, no one
was getting hurt while housing
prices continued their zoom up-
ward. But the bubble has burst.
The consequences are with us.
The sad part of this is that virtu-
ally none of the politicians and
bureaucrats responsible for regu-
lating the home construction and
finance industry are owning up
to having been derelict in per-
forming their duties.

Bicycles As “Nuisance”
Dennis Rodgers
57-year-old cyclist
and triathlete

In a recent edition, you pub-
lished a neurotic rant by Donald
Turner about how bicycles are
interfering with his life. While
the rest of California is working
to encourage bicycle use and dis-
courage the use of motor ve-
hicles, Mr. Turner would like all
cyclists to move to another part
of the country so that he can drive
his pickup truck undisturbed.
Perhaps Mr. Turner would like to
send reparations to all cyclists
refunding our tax dollars and ac-

cept full responsibility for the
expense of road upkeep for Mines
Road? I wonder if all of his neigh-
bors would agree, or if any of them
recognize what that road cost or
that no one or all of them could
have afforded to build it. Or per-
haps it never occurred to him that
others have a stake here as well
as published rights under the mo-
tor vehicle code.

Mr. Turner, Mines Road is
used by very few cars. I have per-
sonally traveled the 56-mile
round trip from Lake Del Valle
to Del Puerto Canyon by bicycle
at least eight times in 2007, and
rarely encountered more than ten
cars traveling in my direction.
While most of them had the cour-
tesy to pass with care (A require-
ment under the CA Vehicle Code),
I doubt any of them lost more
than 10 seconds out of their day.

Meanwhile, organizers have
assembled the Amgen Tour of
California bicycle race, giving
California status as location for
international competitive cy-
cling. Since Mr. Turner obvi-
ously doesn’t ride, he thinks that
no one else should ride either.
Nor does he think that Califor-
nia should be the location of a
world-class sporting event.  Lake
Del Valle used to be the site of a
marvelous triathlon which paro-
chial thinkers and NIMBYers like
Mr. Turner managed to shut
down. It would benefit the com-
munity to reopen the site for
such events, but such selfishness
and myopia as Mr. Turner exhib-
its stands in the way. It’s really
too bad that people like him are
heeded by the public officials
who control such matters, in-
stead of those in charge of men-
tal health.

Get a bike Mr. Turner, and get
some exercise.

Lifelong Cyclist
Brian Boerman
Livermore

I am a lifelong cyclist, and
have enjoyed cycling in my be-
loved Tri-Valley for over 25
years.

I share Mr Turner’s frustration
with cyclists who violate traffic
laws as well as ignoring common
courtesy. I wish Mr Turner shared
my frustration with motorists
who endanger cyclists’ lives by
violating laws and ignoring
common courtesy.

However, Mr Turner’s pro-
posed solution is, I fear, exactly
the wrong thing for all of us. To
ban cyclists because some mis-
behave is exactly the same as
banning cars because some
people run red lights, speed, and/
or drive drunk.

Shall we also ban pedestrians
because some of them jay-walk
and impede traffic on busy down-
town streets?  Of course not.

Cycling is a wonderful activ-
ity - healthy, environmentally re-
sponsible, and enjoyable by
people of all ages and abilities.

Clearly safety, courtesy, and
lawfulness are required of all of
us -motorist, cyclist, pedestrian
alike.

Let’s all get along.

Bicycle Rider
Nick Fitton
Livermore

If Donald Turner lives on
Mines Rd he may be familiar with
the fine hospitality at the The
Junction Bar. It is in a friendly
place like this we are reminded
of the of the freedom and values
our soldiers fight for on foreign
soil. A fight for democracy. A
world where America demands
tolerance between neighbors. A
tolerance where one individual
can have a completely different
lifestyle, opinion and cultural
background to their neighbor and
they can both still wave to each
other and smile as they pass in
the street. Perhaps they may even
depend on each other in an emer-
gency.

What kind of warped, upside
down logic permits an individual
to think that, in a world where
America will go to war to pre-
serve democracy and tolerance,
a group of residents should be
above tolerance and perhaps
even ban another groups right to
enjoy their lifestyle. This sought
of behavior may be common
place in exactly the countries we
find ourselves fighting. At times,
people may be inconvenienced
by another persons lifestyle. Deal
with it. And guess what, they
probably pay taxes, too.

‘It’s a two way street.
Steve Howard
Owner Livermore
Cyclery Livermore

As a Livermore resident, cy-
clist, and owner of Livermore
Cyclery for the last 40 years, I
have seen many changes. Some
good and some bad. I have en-
joyed riding on Mines Road
some 80 days per year, for the last
30 years - most of my life. For the
last 20 years I have ridden every
Wednesday morning with my
friends to the 20 mile mark on
Mines Road. I see sunrise in all
the seasons. I enjoy seeing wild-
life such as mountain lions, quail,
fox, roadrunners, eagles, pigs, and
snakes. I see snow, ice, creeks
overflowing, the green of spring

and the gold of summer. I often
see the same people every week.
Some are cautious bird watchers.
Some are County maintenance
people. Some are ranchers, con-
struction workers and friends,
many are customers at my store.
Some are commuters traveling
the road at the same time every
day.

Most motorists on Mines
Road take their time, driving
safely. A small number do not.
They have become accustomed
to cutting corners and ignoring
the speed limits. I have witnessed
at least one automobile crash,
and seen the result of many oth-
ers. While cycling on Mines, I
have been passed by drivers bent
on showing us how dangerous it
is by deliberately squeezing us
to the side of the road. One of my
friends (who is an experienced
cyclist of 25 years) was hit re-
cently while riding by a driver
who was distracted to the point
of crossing the center line. She
nearly drove over the cliff. Even
if she had hit a car, it would have
been disastrous.

The real danger on Mines
Road stems from blatant disre-
gard for traffic laws by both cy-
clists and motorists. Even as cy-
clists ride in the dirt on the ex-
treme right edge of the road there
have been incidents where riders
have been threatened with
chains, run over and unfortu-
nately even killed by oncoming

cars cutting corners above the
speed limit. I do not see this as a
reason to ban cyclists from Mines
Road. I see this as reason to en-
force the law so that we can all
use the road we love.

Recently I have introduced
my wife to the joy of riding
Mines. I feel it is the last enjoy-
able road to ride in our area, con-
trary to Mr. Turner. All almost all
of the favorite rides are impacted
by cut through traffic: Flynn,
Patterson, Tesla, Altamont, North
Livermore, Collier, and Vineyard
to name just a few.

Mr. Turner and his friends will
simply have to share one for the
last great rides or drives in the
Bay Area, possibly the world. It
is the responsibility of cyclists
to help by riding safely and le-
gally. Drivers must take more care
on roads with more cyclist, mo-
tor bikes, wild life, and range
cattle. The roads are there for us
all. No more no less.

The temporary closure of the
road is a small burden to bear. I
live by the rodeo grounds and
have many times been blocked
from my home. Downtown Liv-
ermore closes for many reasons,
including Christmas. Some times
you have to sacrifice just a little
for the greater good to help en-
sure the safety and enjoyment of
others. Mr  Turner’s letter has
sparked much comment and out-
rage from many people in the
cycling community.
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Youth Soccer
Pleasanton Ballistic United Soccer Club

(BUSC) Class 1 U13 competed in the Norcal
State Cup, Silver Division, and came home
with the title. The semi-final game went into
double-overtime with BUSC United coming
out on top moving to the finals held on
Sunday, Dec 16 in Manteca. The final game
had BUSC United playing DVSC Black 94
with BUSC United winning the Norcal State
Cup, Silver Division with a score of 2 to 1.

 Top Offensive Players: Matt Klei, Danny
Glascock, Christian Clark, Brent Richwood,
Graham Lindgren, Cody Hall, Bobby
Sehrgosha, Arya Haghighi; Top Defensive
Players: Thomas Janjigian, Matthew Martin,
Bruno Andres, Eric Rogstad, David Busch,
Connor Silcox, Tommy Powell.

CYO Basketball
CYO Basketball results:
Coming off their first loss of the season

the Catholic Community of Pleasanton
(CCOP) 8th grade girls (team 8001) went
right back to work defeating St. Michael's/St.
Charles (SM/SC) (team 8006) 32-19. Trail-
ing in the 1st quarter by three CCOP went up
by two at the half. In the second half CCOP
took control and out played SM/SC 21 to 10.
Defense was key in the second half as the press
created turnovers. Sydney Okumura, Jessica
Woodruff and Lyndsay Godwin pulled down
7 rebounds with 4 steals each. Each player
contributed points to the win. Jessica Morselli
and Woodruff were top scorers with 6.
Contributing were Lauren MacDonnell and
Okumura (4 points), Nicole Torquato, Kelly
Parsons, Nicole Ponzini, Ellen Freitas and
Kim Beaudin (2 points), Brittany Bicomong
and Godwin (1 point).

•         •         •
Tyler Kissling erupted for 18 of his

season-high 24 points in the second half and
pulled down a career-best 20 rebounds as the
8th grade SM/SC (814) boys improved to 4-
1 with a 56-52 win over CCOP (815). SM/
SC trailed 27-21 before turning the game
around with a 17 point 3rd quarter to lead 38-
35 heading into the 4th and led by as many
10 points in the final period Kevin Hunt
scored 11 points with 7 rebounds, point guard
Danny Emerson added 9 points with 4 assists
and 2 steals and Nate Preece hauled in 11
caroms to lead SM/SC. In the loss for CCOP,
Tyler Grider scored 19, Joshua Hill 8 and
Michael Miller added 7.

•         •         •
SM/SC 8th grade boys (#808) took on

St. Raymond's (#809). SM/SC was in a
tough battle early on, but then took over the
game with some stellar second half defense
which held St. Raymond’s to 6 second half
points. The final score was SM/SC on the
winning end of a 40-20 score. Leading scorers
for SM/SC were Justis Olsen with 14,
Damariay Drew with 13 and Michael Noble
with 8. Damariay Drew and Chris Benavidez
controlled the boards with 13 and 5 rebounds
respectively. Nadeem Gross also chipped in
with some nice passing and aggressive play.

•         •         •
CCOP # 7005 once again came thru in the

2nd half, defeating CCOP # 7009 29-18. At
the end of the 1st half the score was 10-6 in
favor of # 7005 and both teams played well.
At the start of the 2nd half # 7009 came out
strong and fought back to tie the score at 12.
Then # 7005 started to pull away, outscoring
# 7009 17 to 6 the rest of the way to put the
game out of reach. The scoring was led by
Cassidy Lynch who put in 7 of her 9 points
in the 4th quarter, Sydney Hitesman had 8
points all in the 2nd half, and Alaina Urban
added 6. Ashley Lindke had 4 and Haley
Chow had 2. Sarah Loduha and Aubry Wolff
had 2 steals each. Arleen Firoozan and Kylie
Copenhagen had some key rebounds and
played great defense.

•         •         •
CCOP (#6012) 6th grade team defeated

CCOP (#6007) 21-5. CCOP (6012) played
strong defense and made several steals which
resulted in scoring opportunities. Tori Larsen
played solid defense for CCOP (6012) and led
the team with 6 steals. Seven of the nine
CCOP (6012) players scored with Larson,
Roxy Moran and Paige Zollars leading the
way with 4 point a piece. Jessica Medina
added 3 points and Tara Ross, Emily Tsivikas
and Madison Steele each contributed 2 points.
Mallory Masajlo had 3 points and Jamie
Altman added 2 points for CCOP (6007).

•         •         •
SM/SC 6th Grade Pumas (#6010) took

on St. Joan of Arc 2 (#6013). The first half
was hard fought and ended with St. Joan of
Arc leading 10-9. St. Joan of Arc’s full court
pressure made the difference in the second half
as they ran away from the Pumas for a 26-14
win. Top performers for St. Joan of Arc were
Jessica Gillespie and Malika Ardesyani. Sara
Bandali and Stephanie Rucker played well for
the SM/SC Pumas.

•         •         •
CCOP 5th Grade Boys American beat

SM/SC, 37-24. Top scorers for CCOP in-
clude R. Pederson with 9 points, J. Dong
with 8 points, and Harrison Mayo with 6.
SM/SC did not go down without a fight.
Leading scorers for SM/SC were Kameron
Johnson with 8 points, and Marcus Acton,
Jordan Lewis, and Frankie Perez, with 4 each.

•         •         •
The SM/SC CYO 5th Grade Boys Team

#4 (Bulldogs) beat St. Joan of Arc Team #5
32-20 last weekend. Collin Stafford led all
scorers with 15 points, Devin Ilharreguy had
7, Alex Cupps and Jack Frevert had 4 each and
Zack Kline scored 2. Alec Faught played very
tough defense. The Bulldogs passed and
drove to the hoop well in an overall excellent
team effort.

In their most recent game, the Bulldogs
were out played by the tenacious defense of
St. Raymond’s Team #2. The final score was
St. Raymond’s 25, Bulldogs 13. The Bull-
dogs stayed with St. Raymond’s the first
half, but the offense couldn’t generate enough
heat to get the job done. Jack Frevert led the
Bulldogs with 4 points. Devin Ilharreguy
played excellent defense and scored 3 points.
Zack Kline, Jason Swiers, and Alex Cupps
each had 2 points.

•         •         •
SM/SC 5th grade girls team 5013 played

their best defensive game of the year winning
22-6 over St. Isidore's team 5010. Dana Anex
with 10 and Alyssa Gonzalez with 5 led a
strong rebounding effort for SM/SC. Kelly
Borden with 14, Danielle Sun with 4, and
Julie Maruskin and Samantha Schwartz with
2 each led the scoring, and Ashley Breyer
played well on both ends of the court for SM/
SC.

•         •         •
After 3 quarters of intense head-to-head

battle, the St. Joan’s 5th grade American
Boys edged out SM/SC, 29-21. Leading
scorers for St. Joan’s were Kearns with 9
points, and Koski and Moore, each with 6.
Leading SM/SC was Marcus Acton, playing
an amazing game with 9 rebounds, 2 steals,
and scoring 10. Kameron Johnson had a solid
game, scoring 6, and Adam Boehrer and
Frankie Johnson each had 2. Tylor Silva
rounded out the crew, scoring 1 and playing
strong defense, with 4 steals.

•         •         •
SM/SC 4th grade girls (#4006) were

defeated in a hard fought battle with CCOP
(#4001) 23-18. At the half, SM/SC was down
16-4 and played an exciting second half
scoring 14 more points against CCOP’s 7
point second half. Top scorers for SM/SC
was Courtney Ganguet with 10 points, Jamie
Wittmer with 6 and Michaela Honeycutt with
2. Working hard on the offense were Olivia
Schorrman and Daniella Goode and helping
out with the defense were Brittany Conley
and Kasey Clendenen.

•         •         •
SM/SC 4th grade boys (#46) lost to

CCOP (#41) by one point 29 to 28. In the 5th
game of the CYO basketball season, CCOP
took an early lead and held SM/SC to a 14-
7 half time score. SM/SC came back to lead
during the fourth period, only to lose the lead
by 1 in the last minute. Top scoring players
for SM/SC were Jordan Ratinho with 11,
Brennan Dillard with 7, and Kevin Key with
4. Top defensive players for SM/SC were
Brennan Dillard, Scott Newby, and Ben
Parker.

•         •         •
SM/SC 4th Grade Boys (412)  played a

good game against St. Isidore's.  Scoring this
week were Skiler Lamb and Gregory
Moreland.   Spencer Herrera and Jacob Hole
were strong on offense.  Good denfensive
plays were made by Cole Jacobs, Ryan
MCool and Nathan Tabaracci.

•         •         •
The 3rd grade SM/SC Warriors lost to

CCOP #327 16-11 in a hard fought battle
Sunday. Top offensive players for CCOP
were Garret Howell and Duncan McCarthy.
Top offensive player for the Warriors was Ben
Kerling, while the top defensive players were
Jordan Lennier and Joseph Collom.

•         •         •
The Guardians (SM/SC #3010) lined up

against CCOP 3009 in a defensive show-
down, with the Guardians edging out their
opponents 3 to 2. The Guardians’ Jenny
Gibson scored the sole basket for the Guard-
ians while Taylor Peterson swooshed a foul
shot to put the Guardians ahead. Cherilyn
Firoozan scored the sole bucket for CCOP
3009 and Shanece Hunsaker anchored their
defensive effort.

•         •         •
The Jolly Ranchers (SM/SC 1st & 2nd

grade girls #2GN2) played the Wildcats (SM/
SC #2BN4) on Sunday. The Wildcats were
led by the passing of Kylie Karter, Kira
Karter, and Jessica Keaney. Caitlin McCool
and Melanie Laronde provided a strong
defensive effort while Madison Stewart,
Madison Kahwaty, Talina Quezada, and
Regan Wiedenfeld were the offensive leaders
for the Wildcats. The Jolly Ranchers’ Chloe
Wilson showed great ball-handling skills
both on defense and offense at the top of the
key. Christy Neufeld and Raegan Demo also
contributed to the Jolly Ranchers game with
good rebounding.

•         •         •
SM/SC Warriors 2BN7 vs. SM/SC

Wildcats. The tough Wildcats team was led
by Asley and Leah who played solid on both
sides of the ball. For the Warriors great
offense was turned in by Alec Lewis and
Matthew Riddick. Tireless defense was given
by Aidan Ackerman. Both teams gave it their
all in their final game before the Christmas
break.

•         •         •
SM/SC 1st and 2nd grade boys 2BN8

and 2BN5 played an energetic game. The top
defensive player for 2BN8 were Dakota Marr-
Clark and Andrew Messner. The top offen-
sive players were Nathaniel Basinger and
Nicholas DeLisle. The top defensive players
for 2BN5 were Parker McKenzie and Sebastian
Franco. The top offensive players were Logan
Finch and Andrew Divita.

Youth Ice Hockey
The Tri-Valley Pee Wee A’s picked up an

impressive win but also suffered a loss in
NORCAL minor ice hockey action. The Blue
Devils defeated but fell 8-2 to the leagues
hottest team, Oakland Pee Wee A1 (5-0).

Oakland netted the games first goal in the
opening period when Dominic Miroglio
scored. Miroglio would end up having a big
day recording 4 goals and 1 assist. The score
was 2-0 Oakland when Tri Valley got on the
scoreboard. Michael Hahn fired the puck past
Oakland goaltender Victor Ortiz. Connor
Young and Matthew Bissell picked up the
assists. After that the Bears took control of
the contest scoring 5 unanswered goals. Tri
Valley’s only other goal came in the third
period from Jordan Smith with assists going
to Jacob Minton and Gerin Flores. Goaltender
Michael Sinicropi was busy making 28
saves.

Earlier, the Blue Devils defeated the
Santa Rosa Flyers 3-1. Young opened the
scoring on a first period goal set up by Jeremy
Che. After Peter Strauch tied the game for
Santa Rosa, Tri Valley shut the door. Sinicropi
had an excellent game recording 22 saves.
Hahn and Gerin added unassisted second and
third period goals to round out the scoring.
The Blue Devils out shot the Flyers 41-23.

Other notable performances in the games
came from Aleksey Pelletier, Quinn Moore,
Cole Merrick, Patrick Mellville, Justin
McGowan, Michael Liamos and Daniel
Atwater.

Tri-Valley carries a 3-1-1 record into the
NORCAL holiday break. Next up for the
Blue Devils is the Sharks Ice At San Jose
Christmas tournament where they are sched-
uled to face the LA Junior Kings, San Diego
Saints, Ventura and California Golden Bears.

UofO Lacrosse Signing
University of Oregon lacrosse coach Jen

Larsen announced her 16-member 2008-09
signing class today.

The new class will usher in the second era
of Oregon lacrosse, as this year’s senior class
departs after playing all four years for the
Ducks since the program’s inaugural 2005
season.

Among them are Kerry McCulloch of
Pleasanton. A senior at Amador Valley High
School. She was a three-sport athlete at
Amador Valley, participating in lacrosse,
cross country, and soccer. In her three years
with the lacrosse program, she was awarded
the coaches award her freshman season, as a
sophomore led her team to a second-place
finish in the North Coast Section and was
named to the Pacific Regional second team;
as a junior again led Amador Valley to a
second place finish in the North Coast
Section, and was named first-team East Bay
Athletic League and named to the Pacific
Regional first team and was voted the team’s
most valuable midfielder and was an U.S.
Lacrosse All-American honorable mention.

LHS Varsity Girls
The Livermore High School girls varsity

basketball team took on. De Anza High
School. The Livermore team traveled to
Richmond for a game that included multiple
technical fouls and ejections. The Livermore
squad prevailed with a 78 to 37 victory. The

De Anza team tried valiantly at the end with
only three players left on their team eligible
to play.

The JV team battled a very physical De
Anza team and won 46 to 23. Julie Blach came
out firing with 10 points including 2 three’s
from way downtown. The triple threat trio of
Kaitlynn Amaral 9 points (7 free throws),
Kylie O’Neal 9 points and Gabby Barbalinardo
8 points had a great game. Livermore center
Stephanie Quon swatted away numerous
shots and poured in 4 points. Forcing turn-
overs for the Livermore squad was Kathryn
Rambo 3 points, Brittani Silva 3 pts and
Carrie Melrose.

At the Walnut Creek Classic basketball
tournament LHS varsity girls defeated Arijmo
High School, 51 to 46. Taking it to the bucket
for 12 points was Taylor Borba leading all
scorers for Livermore. Ryann Raber 9 points
and Veronica Garza with 8 points worked hard
to score against a very hard working Arijmo
team. Attacking the defense for Livermore
was Scott Hoehne for 4 points and super ninja
Brooke Betts for 7 more. The three towers
Sammy McConvey 6 points, Margaret
Donovan and Shayla Webber all blocked
shots and ripped down the boards. Sammy
Edwards 2 points and Erica Schell 3 points
fought hard for the loose rock all game long.

The varsity girls lost a heartbreaker, 59
to 57, to Las Lomas. Despite the tremendous
game by Shayla Rabber 13 points, Sammy
McConvey 10 points and Taylor Borba 8
points the Livermore squad fell two points
short of the slashing Las Lomas team. Scoot
Hoehne with 6 points and Sammy Edwards
2 points played strong defensively. Liver-
more hustled in the open court with Ryann
Rabber 3 points, Brooke Betts 4 points and
Veronica Garza 6 points sprinting up and
down the court. Margaret Donovan 4 points
and Kayla Webber fought for every rebound
against the scrappy Las Lomas team.

Pleasanton Seahawks
This past weekend was a very busy one

for the Pleasanton Seahawks swimmers.
They competed in three meets: The Walnut
Creek Aqua Bear Short Course Senior Cham-
pionship at the Diablo Valley College; The
Zone Two Short Course C/B/A+ meet at the
Chabot College; and the CAB Zone 1S C/B/
A+ Short Course Championship at the Uni-
versity of California at Santa Cruz.

The following eight swimmers were
present at the Aqua Bear Senior Champion-
ship: Andrew Seitz (14), Casey Coughlin
(16), Krystal Lau (15), Christopher Guido
(15), Joshua Meints (16), Kayleigh Foley
(17), Robert Barrett (17), and Patrick Darrow
(18). Almost every swimmer achieved one or
more personal best times. The most notable
ones were Robert Barrett, who dropped his 50
free more than two seconds. Patrick Darrow
got under 23 seconds for the first time in his
50 free. Joshua Meints cut his 400 IM more
than five seconds, and Andrew Seitz im-
proved his 1000 free by 11 seconds and
achieved a National Reportable Time.

Competing in the Zone Two Meet at the
Chabot College were Michael Martin (8),
Bernadine Martin (12), and Theresa Martin
(15). Michael swam in eight events and
reached personal best time in most of them.
Theresa was 100% personal best time in all
her four events. Bernadine went under 30
seconds for her 50 free for the first time.

Representing the Seahawks at the Uni-
versity of Santa Cruz were the following
thirteen swimmers: Rachel Knowles (10),
Roshni Nair (12), Maggie Woods (12), Nick
Silverthorn (12), Cassidy Booe (13), Iris
Chang (13), Bridget Moran (13), Kristen
Strond (14), Peter Huang (14), Timothy
McLaughlin (14), Alicia Brown (15), and
Jake Bahls (16). Alicia Brown achieved
personal best time in all the events she
competed in, and dropped a whopping 14
seconds in her 200 breast. Timothy
McLaughlin in the 200 back cut his previous
time by almost 20 seconds. Peter Huang’s
100 breast was under one minute and ten
second for the first time. Alex Wang and Nick
Silverthorn recorded great times in several
events.

Softball Umpires
The Livermore Pleasanton Umpires As-

sociation (LPUA) is looking to recruit new
umpires for the Girls Fast Pitch and Adult
Slow Pitch leagues in the Livermore and
Pleasanton area.

Those interested in umpiring can gather
information on its website
www.jabjams.com/lpua.htm or contacting
Edward Wong at
edwardwong_99@yahoo.com. Training will
be provided.

The first scheduled meeting will be held
at noon on January 13, 2009 at the Livermore
Community Center located at 4444 East
Avenue in Livermore

Football Combine
The National Scouting report and Veloc-

ity are hosting a post season football combine
for all high school players who are serious
about playing in College. There will be a free
NCAA clearinghouse seminar for all partici-
pants.

 The tests performed at the VELOCITY
Pro Style Combine include, 40-Yard Dash,
Pro-Agility Shuttle, 3-Cone Shuttle,, Verti-
cal Jump, Broad Jump and Bench Press.
Register Online at www.velocitysp.com/
dublin; information, call (925) 833-0100.

Cougars Win
The 11-year-old Lamorinda Cougars

feasted on some Southern California compe-
tition over the Thanksgiving Day weekend.
By winning the USSSA Thanksgiving Super
NIT in Chino Hills, the Cougars not only
captured the season’s most prestigious base-
ball tournament, they also earned a berth to
the Elite World Series in Orlando, Florida.

In the championship game of the Super
NIT, the Cougars defeated the San Diego
Stars 4-3 behind a strong starting pitching
performance by Daniel Slominski. Slominski
pitched four innings, allowing one run and
striking out three, for the win. Matthew
Bicker earned the save by pitching the final
two innings, shutting down a late Stars rally
in the bottom of the 6th inning. With two outs
and the tying run at second base, a hard
grounder was smashed to the left side.
However, third baseman Mitchell Tom made
a diving stop and then hopped up to throw the
runner out at first base by half a step as the
Cougars erupted in jubilation on the field.

The Cougars got off to a quick start in the
championship game. In the first inning,
Bicker doubled, was advanced to third on a
grounder by Joe DeMers, and then scored on
a passed ball. The Cougars added two more
runs in the third inning as DeMers’ triple
knocked in Tom and then a grounder by
Slominski scored DeMers. Then, with two
outs in the fourth inning, Walter Tucker
singled, stole second, and scored on DB
Vidal’s single for what would prove to be the
winning run.

The Super NIT Champion Roster in-
cluded: Eric Benedetti, Matthew Bicker, Joe
DeMers, Drew Downing, Remy Fujioka,
Conner McNally, Jake Rider, Daniel
Slominski, Matthew Tarantino, Mitchell
Tom, Walter Tucker and DB Vidal. With his
ten RBI’s, a batting average of .588, and a
slugging percentage of 1.176, DeMers was
named the tournament’s most valuable player.
Also batting over .400 were Tucker (.500),
Benedetti (.455) and Bicker (.438).
Tarantino’s seven RBI’s in a limited role due
to his injury trailed only DeMers. Bicker led
the team with nine runs scored, followed by
DeMers and Tom with seven each and Vidal
with six. Downing who pitched in the pool-
play rounds didn’t allow any earned runs
during the entire tournament and Fujioka
pitched four strong innings for the semifinal
win. Bicker (5) and Tucker (4) led the team
in steals. The defense was led by the brilliant
catching of Benedetti and Tom. Consistent
and solid middle-infield play was provided
by Vidal, Bicker and McNally who were
filling in for the injured Tarantino. Game-
saving outfield plays were made by Slominski
and Rider.

Since the start of the Fall Baseball
season, the Cougars have won 2 of 3 twelve
and under Tournaments and are 6 for 6 for 11
U Tournament, including the State Champi-
onship and the Las Vegas Desert Classic. The
Cougars, who won the Northern California
Fall Championship in October, currently
hold title to the most important Fall tourna-
ments in both Northern and Southern Cali-
fornia. They are currently ranked #2 in the
Country behind the North Carolina Angels.

The Cougars will now begin preparations
for a trip to the Elite World Series in Orlando
in July where the best 24 teams in the country
will assemble for a week-long tournament to
decide travel baseball’s national champion.

Swimmer Going to
Wyoming

University of Wyoming head swimming
coach Tom Johnson and diving coach Ben
Herdt announced today that eight future
Cowboys and Cowgirls have signed National
Letters of Intent to attend UW beginning next
fall.

Among them is Brandon Fischer of
Livermore.

Fischer, a native of Livermore, swims
with the Pleasanton Seahawks club team and
for Granada High School. He is a three-time
High School All-American in the 100 breast-
stroke and the 200 IM. He is also a USA
Swimming Senior National Qualifier in the
100 and the 200 breaststroke. At the recent
USA Swimming Short Course National
Championships in Atlanta, Ga., he placed
16th in the 200 breaststroke and 18th in the
100 breaststroke. Foscher has also been on the
Granada High School Principal’s Honor Roll
and a USA Swimming Scholastic All-Ameri-
can.

Hats Off Run/Walk
The 10th Hats Off America Red T-Shirt

10K Run/5K Walk on Saturday, will be held
on Saturday, February 9. The event begins at
10 a.m. at Sycamore Valley Park, 2101
Holbrook Drive, Danville, rain or shine.

Entry fee is $35 per person. All runners
and volunteers will receive a red t-shirt and
lunch donated by El Balazo Restaurant .
There is no entry fee for volunteers.

For information or to register or volun-
teer, contact Sparky George at (925) 855-
1950 or thebearflagrunner@yahoo.com Visit
www.hatsoffamerica.us. The site includes
links to other organizations that support our
troops. Hats Off America is a nonprofit, tax-
exempt 501(c)(3) organization.

Holiday Tennis Camps
Lifetime Tennis and the City of Pleasan-

ton are offering youth tennis camps during the
Christmas break. Camps are available for all
levels from beginner to the more advanced
player for ages 4 tough age 18.

Sign up at the City of Pleasanton Tennis
Park, 5801 Valley Ave. (corner of Valley and
Hopyard). For more information, please call
the Lifetime Tennis office at 931-3449.

Baseball Winter Camp
Livermore High Varsity Baseball Coach

David Perotti is hosting a three day winter
baseball camp. Each camper will receive
individual instruction from coaches and Liv-
ermore High players, a snack each day and a
camp shirt. This 5-12 year old camp costs
$130 and runs from 9:00-12:00 everyday.
The dates are December 26-28. For more info
to sign up please contact David Perotti at
(925) 443-2742 or lvbinfo@yahoo.com or
check website www.eteamz.com/lvb.

PGSL Registration
2008 Registration is open for all divi-

sions in the Pleasanton Phantom Girls Soft-
ball League. All girls living in Pleasanton,
Dublin and Sunol are eligible to play PGSL
softball. Two ways to register: 1) On-line at
www.pleasantonsoftball.org; 2) Mail-in:
PGSL, P.O. Box 911, Pleasanton, CA
94566 (download a registration form from
our website). Registration deadline is Janu-
ary 1, 2008. A late fee will be applied to any
registration submitted after January 1st. For
more information visit the PGSL website at
www.pleasantonsoftball.org.

Tigers Baseball
The Tigers Baseball program is looking

for a few players to participate in the 2008
spring/summer program. This year the Tigers
program has six openings for players 13 or 14
years of age as of May 1, 2008. All practices
and games will be local. Players interested in
participating in this year’s program should go
to the website: http://www.rteamsite.com/
baseball/tigersbaseball download our spring/
summer registration form, fill it out and fax
it to the program manager. Players will be
contacted with further information and de-
tails.

Track and Field
Track and Field Athenian Athletics Track

Club invites athletes ages 7-18 to participate
in our winter practice sessions to prepare for
the 2008 track and field season. Practices will
be held on a voluntary/drop-in basis Monday
through Friday. Adults of all ages and ability
are also encouraged to join the club to
participate in the health and wellness night
program. For membership, practice time and
location, please visit
www.athenianathletics.com or call Coach
Rik Richardson at 925-518-9356.

Lacrosse Umpire Clinics
The growing school of women lacrosse

needs trained umpires for junior and high
school games. Detail information can be
obtain at www.ncwlua.org. No cost or enroll-
ment necessary. Location: University of
California (Hall of Fame Room in Memorial
Stadium), Berkeley. Clinicians: Julie Duff &
Scot Mehl Wednesdays, January 16, 2008
(Part I) & January 23, 2008 (Part II) from 6-
9 p.m. (Total: 6 hours).

Baseball Clinic
Concord Deacons Winter baseball clinic

10am.-1:30 p.m. Dec. 26-28 for boys ages
13-15. Hosted by the De La Salle coaching
staff and held at De La Salle High School
baseball field, 1130 Winton Drive, Concord.
$150. 707-480-8593, http://
www.eteamz.com/concorddeacons.

Spring Travel Team
Colt .45s Jr. Elite Baseball program is

looking for 9-10U players for the Spring
travel team.  Please contact Coach Max
Valencia at maxvbaseball@hotmail.com  or
(925) 639-9034 for more information and go
to www.eteamz.com/colt45s  for your flyer.
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Earlier this year twenty trees were vandalized along the walking
pathway from Scenic to Bluebell Drive in Livermore.  Marcel
Orthodontics, along with the representatives from the City of
Livermore, patients and other dental offices, replanted 20
California pepper trees along the walking path as part of a
holiday community project.

Livermore Xtreme players visited Quail Garden  in Livermore.
Livermore Xtreme is a 10-under girls fastpitch team that plays
in local tournaments.  Besides improving in the game of girl’s
softball and learning good sportsmanship, the girls are learning
how to be good citizens and giving back to the community.
The team visited the residents at Quail Garden, the site of the
original Livermore Hospital, bringing homemade holiday
cookies and crafts.  The girls on the team helped residents fill
out their family Christmas cards.

Yule Log Hunt
The Great Yule Log Hunt will take

place Sat., Dec. 22 in Veterans Park.
Meet at the group picnic area at 2 p.m.

This will be the fourteenth annual
hunt for the fabled yule log hosted by
Livermore Area Recreation and Park
District ranger staff. Participants will
prepare for the hunt by trying our
hands at some traditional games and
merriment. Then it’s off on a fun, old-
fashioned hunt for that elusive log.
After the hunt participants will gather
around the fire and share some holiday
cheer while designing and making logs
to take home. Canceled if raining.

There is a $3 per vehicle parking
fee. A $2 donation is requested to help
support the programs. Participants may
call (925) 960-2400 for more informa-
tion.

The Terroir of Wine
Terroir, the French word that trans-

lates to “Sense of Place,” is oft invoked
in discussions of why the wines of a
region are unique to where the grapes
were grown. On January 24th, join The
Restaurant at Wente Vineyard’s
Sommelier Jorge Tinoco will lead an
exploration of his favorite wines and
their site-specific origins from through-
out the Livermore Valley. Jorge will
pair the wines with appetizers created
by Executive Chef Jerry Regester.

The event will take place from 6 to
8 p.m. in the Veranda Dining Room at
the Restaurant, 5050 Arroyo Rd., Liv-
ermore. Tickets are $30 per person. For
more information, call (925) 456-2400.

Livermore Library
Jungle Joe, animal puppet trainer, is

returning for an encore performance
on Wednesday, January 2 at 10:30 a.m.
at the Livermore Civic Center Library,
1188 So. Livermore Ave.

All ages are welcome to these free
library programs. Contact Youth Ser-
vices at (925) 373-5504 for more in-
formation or pick up a Fall Storytime
schedule at any one of the Livermore
Public Libraries.

Cowboy Roundup
The Livermore High School Boost-

ers will host its annual fund-raiser,
“Cowboy Roundup,” at the Robert
Livermore Community Center on Fri-
day, January 18th at 6:00 PM.

The Prime Rib dinner, dance, live
and silent auctions will benefit LHS
Sports Organizations and Clubs. Tick-
ets are available for purchase in the
LHS Activities Office at $35 per per-
son.  Tables of eight can be reserved.

For more information, please con-
tact Lisa Lagorio at
lisalag2@comcast.net or visit the LHS
Boosters Link at http://
livermorehighonline.com/boosters/
default.aspx  

Waeldes Join Team
Coldwell Banker Residential Bro-

kerage announced that veteran East
Bay Area Realtors® Kathleen and Larry
Waelde joined the company’s Liver-
more office.

Both Waeldes have more than 20
years experience in the real estate in-
dustry, and left Keller Williams Tri-
Valley Realty to join Coldwell Banker
Residential Brokerage. They will con-
tinue to serve homebuyers and sellers
in both the Tri-Valley and Tri-City
areas.

Long-time active members of the
Bay East Association of Realtors, the
pair have received MastersClub
Achievement Awards for the past sev-
eral years, recognizing a significant
level of sales — $15 million plus per
year. The couple credits their success to
actively paying attention to the needs

of their clients, making sure their unique
requirements for a home and neigh-
borhood are met.

Prior to her sales experience,
Kathleen served as a relocation con-
sultant for a major third party reloca-
tion company. Larry has worked in real
estate his entire career.

The couple has lived in Alameda
County since 1986, and has volun-
teered their time and money to schools
and other local charities, including the
Buenas Vidas Youth Ranch and
Shepherd’s Gate Women’s Shelter. In
addition, Kathleen is a member of the
Livermore Chamber of Commerce’s
2007 Leadership Group.

 The Waeldes can be reached at
Coldwell Banker Residential Broker-
age in Livermore, located at 2470 First
St., Suite 204, by phone at 925.371.2100
and e-mail at
Kathleen.Waelde@cbnorcal.com and
larrywaelde@yahoo.com.

Immunization Clinics
Axis Community Health has sched-

uled its free winter immunization clin-
ics for children on January 5, February
2 and March 1, 2008, from 9:00-11:30
a.m. The clinics will take place at Axis’
Pleasanton Clinic only, 4361 Railroad
Avenue in downtown Pleasanton.

Saturday Immunization clinics are
open to all Tri-Valley families who are
low income or uninsured, including
those enrolled in Medi-Cal and Medi-
Cal Managed Care. Parents should bring
child’s immunization records and in-
formation about family income and
medical insurance. There is a fee for
some immunizations.

Immunization appointments are
also available at (925) 462-1755.

Civics Team Wins
The Amador Valley Comp Civics

team won the regional competition and
has advanced to the California State
Championships, February 7 -8. The
team traveled to Sacramento to take on
four other congressional district cham-
pions. The top team at regionals will
compete against 12 other teams for the
California State championship. The
winner will represent California at the
National Championships in May.
Amador Valley is the two time defend-
ing California State Champions.

Members of the 2008 AVHS Com-
petition Civics team are Vincent
Buscarello, Joel Detweiler, Katie
Gellerman, Stoney Glover, William
Grau, Margaret Haupt, Kristyn Hayashi,
Genevieve Hoffman, Pooja Jaeel, Udani
Kadurugamuwa, Teresa Machado,
Erica Miranda, Sarah Moellering, Lanz
Nalagan, Joshua Pann, Shannon Parker,
Jeysree Ramachandran, Devi Santhosh,
Kevin Sasek, Alex Schlick, Ryan Seams,
Amaan Shaikh, Siddarth Somanathan,
Connie Sun, Kristpher Tayyeb, Corrine
Tu, Alan Wang, Terri Wang, Tony
Wang, and Curtis Wong. The team is
coached by Brian Ladd and assisted by
Heidi Stepp and Mairi Wohlgemuth.

Child Care Programs
Child Care Links provides free work-

shops to employers in Livermore, Pleas-
anton and Dublin.

Workshop facilitators will provide
valuable information on important is-
sues to parents at their work site. Work-
shops are available on a variety of
topics and can be tailored to the needs
of employees. The length of each work-
shop can range from 45 minutes to 2
hours. Workshops can be during the
lunch hour, or at another time arranged
by the employer. Child Care Links can
also provide a series of workshops.

Training Topics include: Choosing
Child Care, Parenting Skills, Child De-
velopment, and Work/Family Balance.

A Child Care Links facilitator will
present the curriculum, related hand-
outs, resource materials and answer
questions. Child Care Links’ staff is
available during business hours to an-
swer further questions, provide free
child care referrals and community
resources.

Employers or employees are en-
couraged to call for further informa-
tion on this free service. For more
information contact Shauna Brown at
(925) 249-3925. There is no charge for
this service.

Medical Outreach
Hope Hospice has hired Julie

Schnitter as its Medical Outreach Coor-
dinator.

A resident of Livermore since 1981,
Julie has served Tri-Valley communi-
ties in a variety of professional roles.
With a Bachelor of Science in Nursing
from Mercy College in Detroit, Michi-
gan and a Masters in Nursing Admin-
istration from California State
Dominguez Hills, Ms. Schnitter has
cared for patients in hospitals, private
homes, and in a correctional facility. In
2002, during a brief hiatus from the
nursing profession, she served as presi-
dent of the Livermore Chamber of
Commerce.

 During the 14 years Julie worked
at ValleyCare Home Health, she was a
member of the Hope Hospice Ethics
Committee and eventually served a
five year term on the Hope Hospice
Board of Directors. As the new Medical
Outreach Coordinator, Schnitter brings
a unique blend of clinical experience
and business acumen.

Her addition to the Hope Hospice
team will support the organization’s
2008 objectives of increasing services
to patients with end stage, non-cancer
illnesses (as well as those with cancer),
and to build on the 27 year history of
Hope Hospice as the premier provider

of compassionate, quality end-of-life
care and grief support in our commu-
nity.

Sunol Programs
A variety of programs is being

offered at Sunol Regional Wilderness
this winter.

The park is located at the southeast
end of Geary Road in Sunol. The
visitors center is open weekends from
10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. For information,
call (888) 327-2757), option 2, x4559,
or email svisit@ebparks.org.

Science for Tykes, Cat Taylor 10-
11:30 a.m. , Saturday, January 19;
1:30- 3 p.m., Saturday, February 2; 2-
3:30 p.m. , Saturday, February 9. Bud-
ding scientists ages 4-8 and their fami-
lies are invited on a series of science
programs set in a wildly exciting out-
door laboratory. Jan. 19: Salamander
Saunter- Enter the wintry wet world of
amphibious beasties as we explore sala-
mander habitat. Feb. 2: When It Rains,
It Spores- Observe wild mushrooms
and cook up a (store-bought) fungal
feast. Feb. 9: Vernal Pools- What’s a
vernal pool?! Registration Required:
1-888-EBPARKS (1-888-327-2757),
option 2, 3 Fee: $6 (non-resident $8).

Canyon Views and Cascades, Cat
Taylor 12:30-3:30 p.m. , Saturday,
January 19, Winter’s rains have trans-
formed the wilderness into shades of
emerald! Hike up into the hills before
dropping into the famed Little Yosemite
gorge. Three miles round-trip. No or-
ganized groups. 7+yrs

Wilderness Trekkers, Cat Taylor
3:30-6:30 p.m. , Fri., January 25; 3:30-
5p.m., Fri., February 15. Jan. 25: Newt
Trek-A salamander safari after-school
adventure. Hike up to the High Valley
newt pond to spy on amorous amphib-
ians. 3 miles round-trip. Steep hills and
creek crossings. February 15: Vernal
Pools- There are tidepools and swim-
ming pools. Explore the critters that
call this temporary habitat home. Grades
K-6 Registration Required: 1-888-
EBPARKS (1-888-327-2757), option
2, 3 Fee: $6 (non-resident $8)

Salamanders, Cat Taylor 8:30 a.m.
-12:30 p.m. , Saturday, January 26.
Amphibians are wet weather enthusi-
asts! Take a wintry jaunt up to the newt
pond seeking amorous amphibians.
Moderately strenuous three-miler with
possibility of wet-footed creek cross-
ings. No organized groups. 7+yrs

Eco-explorers: Geology is
Rockin’, Cat Taylor 1:30-4:30 p.m.,
Saturday, January 26. Adventurous
rockologists will explore the ever
changing lives of rocks in this active
areas on a geologic hop to Little
Yosemite. Three-mile round-trip.
Grades 3-7 Fee: $6 (non-resident $8)
Registration Required: 1-888-
EBPARKS (1-888-327-2757), option
2, 3.

Home Design Awards
KTGY GROUP, INC., Architecture

and Planning received seven Silver
Awards and a Regional Award in The
Nationals 2008 Awards competition.
KTGY is also a finalist for three pres-
tigious Best In American Living Awards
(BALA).

 KTGY-designed Arroyo Crossing
in Livermore, won three Silver Awards
in the categories of Best Single Family
Detached Home Priced $650,000 to $1
Million, Best Single Family Detached
Home Priced $1 Million to $2 Million
for its Plan 1, and Detached Commu-
nity of the Year over $750,000 in The
Nationals award competition. O’Brien
Homes is the project’s builder.

The Nationals’ Silver Award win-
ners are the top vote recipients in each
category and are the finalists for the
highly coveted Gold Award. The final
Best In American Living Awards will
be announced and presented February
12, 2008. The Nationals’ Gold Awards
will be announced and presented Feb-
ruary 13, 2008. Both will take place
during the International Builders’ Show
in Orlando, FL.

Polar Bear Slide
The Aquatics Division of the Liver-

more Area Recreation and Park District
(LARPD) invites the public to partici-
pate in its extreme winter event, the 3rd
Annual Polar Bear Slide. Adults and
children (at least 48 inches tall) are

invited to take an exhilarating trip
down the 22-foot spiral waterslide at
the Robert Livermore Community
Center pool on Saturday, Jan. 5 at
11:00 a.m.

Complimentary hot chocolate will
be waiting at the bottom for all partici-
pants, and all participants receive a
certificate of completion. The first 50
people to venture down the slide will
receive a free towel.

The Robert Livermore Community
Center is located at 4444 East Avenue
(the parking lot on Loyola Way is
adjacent to the Aquatics Center). For
more information, please call (925)
373-5751.

Class Brochure
The Livermore Area Recreation

and Park District Brochure of Classes
and Programs for winter-spring 2008
is on the District’s website:
www.larpd.dst.ca.us. The brochure will
be mailed to Livermore addresses start-
ing December 26.

Details about all LARPD winter-
spring offerings are included, as well as
information about upcoming events.

Before registering on-line for an
activity, customers must establish an
on-line account with LARPD. To do so,
go to the website, select “Register On-
Line,” and follow the instructions. Ac-
counts will be approved Mon.-Fri., 8
a.m.-5 p.m.

On-line, mail-in and fax-in regis-
tration opens Wed. Jan. 9; walk-in and
phone-in registration begins Wed. Jan.
16. On-line registration is unavailable
for preschool classes and some senior
activities.

Rummage Sale
The annual Rummage Sale at The

Barn, sponsored by the Livermore Area
Recreation and Park District (LARPD)
is slated for Saturday, February 2 from
8:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon. The event
takes place at The Barn, located at 3131
Pacific Avenue, a historic Livermore
building that dates back to 1922 and
originally served as part of the tradi-
tional rodeo grounds in the city.

 Those interested in renting a 10-
by-10 foot space complete with an 8-
foot table to sell unwanted treasures are
encouraged to call (925) 373-5700 for
an application, or submit the form on
page 26 of the LARPD Winter/Spring
2008 program guide.

 The space rental fee is $35 and sale
items cannot include food, candy, car
parts, large furniture, cars parts, motor-
cycles parts, or any new or commercial
items. All sale items must be of the
garage sale variety, and in working
condition. The deadline to apply for
space at the rummage sale is Monday,
January 28.

Lifeguard Training
The Livermore Recreation and Park

District (LARPD) is offering Lifeguard
Training and Water Safety Instructor
classes for swimmers interested in sum-
mer employment at LARPD’s pools at
the Robert Livermore Community
Center (RLCC) and May Nissen Swim
Center. Classes will prepare partici-
pants to be employed as a Lifeguard or
to teach American Red Cross Learn-to-
Swim classes.

Water Safety Instructor course starts
Wed. Jan 30 and continues on Feb. 9,
10, 16, 17 and 18. Class fee is $175.
Must be at least 16 years old.

Lifeguard Training begins Wed.
Feb. 13 and continues on Feb. 23 & 24
and March 1 &2. Class fee is $150.
Must be at least 15 years old.

Both courses located at RLCC, 4444
East Ave.

Sign up on-line at
www.larpd.dst.ca.us, phone the Aquat-
ics office at (925) 373-5751, or register
in person at RLCC. For more informa-
tion, call RLCC Aquatics at (925) 373-
5751 or visit www.larpd.dst.ca.us.

Walk to Wellness
Pedometer and stopwatch manu-

facturer ACCUSPLIT, Inc. of Pleasan-
ton and www.WALKING10000.org,
the international governing body of
10,000 Steps A Day, will sponsor the
first World Walk to Wellness on Mon-
day, December 31. The free event will
take place from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

at Pleasanton’s Sports and Community
Park, 5800 Parkside Drive at Hopyard
Road, in Pleasanton.

The event is open to all ages. It will
include a self-guided walk around the
park about 5,000 steps (2.15 miles), a
20-minute, 2000-step walk led by Mr.
Pedometer at 12 noon.

ACCUSPLIT’s Alliance 3010 me-
chanical 10,000-step pedometers with
colorful faceplates will be available for
a donation. All donations will go to
Pleasanton Partnerships in Education
for the funding of Pleasanton schools’
health and wellness committees through
Wellness Education Project Grants.

“The World Walk to Wellness is a
community event aimed at learning
and walking for the whole family,”
says event creator W. Ron Sutton, Presi-
dent and CEO of ACCUSPLIT, Inc.
and a member of Pleasanton Unified
School District’s Lifelong Planning
Committee and the Pleasanton Com-
munity of Wellness committee.

The Sports and Community Park
route is flat and safe with easy access to
sidewalks that cross the park for partici-
pants for whom 5,000 steps (or 2.15
miles) is too far to walk. The driveway
alongside the park will be closed to
automobiles the day of the event, miti-
gating traffic danger for participants.

Free parking is available on Parkside
Drive in the lot closest to Hopyard Road
and adjacent to the Sports Park Field
House. Rain will not cancel this event
and the wellness information tables will
be located beneath tents.

ESS Offices Moved
The Livermore Area Recreation

and Park District (LARPD) Extended
Student Services/Kid’s Zone (ESS/KZ)
and Preschool administrative offices
have moved to LARPD’s Merritt Build-
ing, 71 Trevarno Road, effective De-
cember 3, 2007.

These departments have been oper-
ating out of the Robert Livermore
Community Center since March 2005.
All registration and business transac-
tions for ESS/KZ and Preschool will
now be handled at the Trevarno Road
office. Business hours are Mon.-Fri.,
8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. New phone num-
ber is (925) 960-2480.

 Administrative offices for the Po-
lice Activities League (PAL) program
remain at the Robert Livermore Com-
munity Center, 4444 East Ave., 925)
373-5700.

Monarch Butterflies
The Livermore Area Recreation

and Park District is sponsoring a Majes-
tic Monarch trip to Natural Bridges
State Beach in Santa Cruz on Sat., Jan.
5, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Every winter up to
100,000 monarch butterflies spend
several months resting in the trees of
Santa Cruz. Those making the trip will
be spending the morning with the but-
terflies and the afternoon by the sea
with an optional scramble to the tide
pools. Transportation is provided. Reg-
istration required online at
www.larpd.dst.ca.us or by phone at
(925) 373-5707. Fee: $35. (Since this
is a group tour, there will be no re-
funds.)
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Organizations wishing to run notices in
Bulletin Board, send information to PO
Box 1198, Livermore, CA 94551, in care of
Bulletin Board. Include name of organiza-
tion, meeting date, time, place and theme or
subject. Phone number and contact person
should also be included.

Valley Spokesmen Bicycle Touring
Club, Sat., Dec. 22, 28 miles Solano
County Wooden Valley and Golden Valley,
meet 10 a.m., Barbara Wood, 707-745-
6353. Sat., Dec. 22, ? miles, mountain bike
at Macedo Ranch, meet 10 a.m., Jim Duncan,
209-1369. Sun., Dec. 23, 34 miles Yountville
to Napa, meet 10 a.m. at Vintage 1870, Dan
Granahan, 323-9798. Wed., Dec. 26, 30-35
miles base training ride, meet 10 a.m. at
Osage Station Park in Danville, Michelle
McBee, 200-0078. Anyone planning to go
on a ride is asked to call the leader for details
on where to meet and what to bring.

Day Trippers, Pleasanton Senior Cen-
ter, 5353 Sunol Blvd., Pleasanton. Tour of
Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory
with lunch at Zephyr Grill & Bar, Thurs.,
Jan. 24, 8:15 a.m. to 2 p.m. Cost $53
residents, $58 nonresidents Deadline is Jan.
7; participants must complete a security
release form up registration. 931-5365,

The Hearing Loss Association of
America, Tri-Valley Chapter will hold a
Christmas Party, Thursday, December 20,
2007 at the Valley Community Church at
4455 Del Valle Parkway, Pleasanton Cali-
fornia, at 7:30 PM. Public is invited.
Contact Hiram Van Blarigan at 925 455
6591 or hvanblarigan@hotmail.com for
details.

New Year's Eve, celebration at the
Livermore-Pleasanton Elks Lodge, 940
Larkspur Dr., Livermore. Catered BBQ
dinner, music by Brad Kinney Productions.
No host cocktails 7 p.m., dinner at 8 p.m.
champagne at midnight. $30 per person.
RSVP by Dec. 26, 455-8829. Tickets avail-
able at the Lodge.

Livermore-Amador Genealogical So-
ciety, meets 7:30 p.m. Tues., Jan. 8 at
Congregation Beth Emek, 3400 Nevada
Ct., Pleasanton. Sue Johnston, guest speaker,
“End Writer’s Block: Write Your Family
History One Byte at a Time.” Visitors
welcome. No charge. www.L-AGS.org/
maps/Pls-BethEmek.html.

Saturday morning road ride, every
Saturday 8 a.m. no drop-ride for those new
to cycling; 10 to 12 mph, 20 miles and no
more than 2 hours. Bring water, spare tube
and pump. Email rides@cyclepath.com if
planning to attend. Ride  depart from
Cyclepath in Pleasanton. Information, 485-
3218 or www.cyclepath.com. Free.

Crab Feed,  Livermore Knights of
Columbus Father Patrick Power Council
#4588 35th Annual Crab Feed & Dance Crab,
Pasta, Salad & Cake too! Sat., Jan. 5, St.
Michael’s Hall, 3rd and Maple Streets,
Livermore. Social hour 5 p.m., dinner 6
p.m., music and dancing 8 to 11:30 p.m.
Live music by OpenRoad. Tickets are $38.00
per person through December 23, after that,
tickets are $43.00 per person. On sale after
most Sunday Masses in the courtyard. For
more ticket information contact: Michael
and Cecilia Valent (925) 455-9420; John
Gutierrez 447-0357; Manny and Chris
Figueiredo  445-0543 or Jake and Angel
Raposa 449-1278.

M.O.P.S.- Mothers Of Pre Schoolers,
mothers of child/children from birth-6 years
old invited to attend meetings. MOPS
meets from 9-11 a.m. the second & fourth
Tuesdays of the month through May 2008
at 7106 Johnson Dr, Pleasanton. Breakfast,
crafts & speakers! $60/semester. Call Silvia
560-1411.  Childcare provided.

6th Annual Northern California Boat
Show, Jan. 4-13 at the Alameda County
Fairgrounds in Pleasanton. The NCBS

show features the latest and greatest in yachts,
fishing boats, performance boats, personal
watercraft, wakeboards, electronics, fishing
gear, nautical gifts and marine accessories.
Nearly 800 boats will be on display for the
event, ranging in size from 10 feet to70 feet-
plus. Daily: Noon-7pm, Saturdays: 10am-
8pm, Sundays: 10am-6pm Adults: $10, kids
15 & under free, www.ncma.com, 1(800) 698-
5777.

Prenatal Yoga at Livermore Valley Ten-
nis Club, Prenatal yoga can benefit both mom
and baby in so many ways!  Work with breath
and postures to learn labor management.  Ease
labor by strengthening muscles used during
birth.  Relieve stress & tension.  Ease preg-
nancy related discomforts.   Classes are
Tuesdays, 6:45 P.M. - 8:00.  Livermore
Valley Tennis Club, 2000 Arroyo Road,
Livermore.  The first 6 week session is Jan 8
- Feb 12.  Members $40 / Nonmembers $80.
Sign up at the LVTC front desk.  For any
questions about the class, contact the instruc-
tor, Katherine, at 925-371-5574.

3rd Annual Hats Off America and
American Red Cross Blood Drive will be
held on Sunday, January 13 from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m. at San Ramon Community Center,
12501 Alcosta Blvd., San Ramon. Donor
identification is required prior to donating
blood. There are no fees to participate and the
event is not a fundraiser for Hats Off America
but is an event to help the community. For an
appointment to donate blood, go to
www.beadonor.com, click on “find a blood
drive” and type in “HOA” or contact Sparky
George at (925) 855-1950 or
thebearflagrunner@yahoo.com.

RELIGION
Tri-Valley Bible Church, 2346 Walnut

St., Livermore, holds Sunday worship at 10
a.m. with Sunday school for all ages at 9 a.m.
Children's classes during adult worship ser-
vice. AWANA children's program Wednes-
days at 6 p.m. 449-4403 or www.Tri-
ValleyBibleChurch.com.

Unitarian Universalist, 1893 N. Vasco

Rd., Livermore. 10:30 a.m. Sunday service.
Information 447-8747.

Asbury United Methodist Church,
4743 East Avenue, Livermore. 9 a.m. Sun-
day worship. Information 447-1950.

Congregation Beth Emek, 3400 Ne-
vada Court, Pleasanton. Information 931-
1055.

First Church of Christ, Scientist,
Livermore, has services at 10 a.m. every
Sunday and at 7:30 p.m. on the second
Sunday of each month. Sunday School for
students (ages 3-20) is held at 10 a.m. every
Sunday. The church and reading room are
located at third and N Streets. The Reading
Room, which is open to the public, features
books, CDs and magazines for sale. For
information, call (925) 447-2946.

Sunset Community Church, 2200
Arroyo Rd., Livermore. Sunday worship
service at 10:30 a.m. Nursery and children's
church provided. A "Night of Worship" first
Sunday of each month at 6 p.m. Wednesday
night program for all ages at 7 p.m. Infor-
mation, call 447-6282.

Faith Chapel Assembly of God, 6656
Alisal St., Pleasanton, Sunday School for
all ages 9:30 a.m., Worship 10:30 a.m.,
Children’s Church 11:15 a.m. Women's
Bible study Wednesdays at 10 a.m. Please
call office at 846-8650 for weekly programs.

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULES
Live Nativity Production  Friday night,

December 21, at 7:30 PM in the parking lot
of the Pleasanton Stake Center on the corner
of Valley Ave. and Paseo Santa Cruz. Live
animals and actors will recreate the Nativity,
accompanied by a musical narration. Pre-
sented by the Pleasanton Stake of The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

Tri-Valley Unity Church, Christmas
Eve Candlelight Service,  7 p.m., Monday,
Dec. 24,  meeting at the Radisson Hotel,
6680 Regional St., Dublin.  (925) 829-
2733; www.trivalleyunity.com.  Tri-Valley
Choir performing.  Rev. Mary Anne Harris.
All are welcome.  Special Services,  Sunday,

Dec. 30.  At 10 a.m. service, guest speaker Bob
Hardy will give a message on “The Winds of
Change,”  and communion celebrated.  That
evening at 7 p.m., the Burning Bowl Service,
where participants release the past year and set
intentions for the new year.  (925) 829-2733;
www.trivalleyunity.com.

Our Savior Lutheran Ministries, 1385
So. Livermore Avenue, Livermore. Christ-
mas Eve., Dec. 24, 7 p.m. and 10 p.m.
Candlelight Services; Tues., Dec. 25, 10 a.m.
festival Communion service.

Bridges Community Church, 4444 East
Ave., Livermore (Community Center). Christ-
mas Eve Service Mon., Dec. 24 at 8 p.m.
music, candlelight and joy.

Catholic Community of St. Charles
Borromeo, 1315 Lomitas Ave., Livermore,
447-4549. Christmas Eve Liturgies, Dec. 24
include youth mass at 6:30 p.m., Starlight
Children's Mass at 8:30 p.m., carols at 10 a.m.
and Mass with choir at 10:30 p.m. Christmas
Day Liturgy 10 a.m. Mass.

St. Augustine Catholic Church, 3999
Bernal Ave., Pleasanton. Christmas Eve: 4
p.m. (no incense), 6 p.m. and midnight; 11:30
p.m. musical prelude by adult choir. Christ-
mas Day Masses at 8 a.m., 10 a.m. and noon.
846-3531.

St. Elizabeth Seton Catholic Church,
4001 Stoneridge Dr., Pleasanton. Christmas
Eve: 4 p.m. children's liturgy, 6 p.m. and
midnight; 11:30 p.m. musical prelude by teen
choir. Christmas Day Masses at 9 and 11 a.m.
484-5020.

First Presbyterian Church, 4th and L
Streets, Livermore, 447-2078. Christmas Eve,
Friendly Beasts Service 5 p.m.; candlelight
services at 9 and 11 a.m. includes choir music.

Pleasanton Presbyterian Church, meets
at CarrAmerica Conference Center, 4400
Rosewood Dr., Pleasanton. Christmas Eve
service at 6:30 p.m. Information, 846-4436.

United Christian Church, 1886 Col-
lege Ave., Livermore. 449-6820. Christmas
Sunday, Dec. 23 services at 10:30 a.m.
Christmas Eve service at 7 p.m. on Dec. 24.

Tom Dowd, Chair of the
Keiretsu Forum Charitable Foun-
dation, presented a check for
$25,000 to Carla McRee, the As-
sociate Director of Shepherd’s
Gate, at last Thursday’ss Keiretsu
Forum East Bay chapter meeting
held at the Veterans’ Memorial
Building in Lafayette.

“Shepherd’s Gate provides a
safe haven for women and chil-
dren who are homeless because
of abusive relationships, addic-
tions, loss of financial support
and other factors,” said Jennifer
Harp, Shepherd’s Gate Director of
Media and Donor Relations.
“We’re a non-profit organization
that receives no government sup-
port. Therefore, we rely solely on
community support from won-
derful organizations like the
Keiretsu Forum that believe in us
and offer such tremendous sup-
port. The Keiretsu Forum Chari-
table Foundation has been an in-
credible friend to our organiza-

tion for many years and this do-
nation will support our programs
in Livermore, Brentwood, and
Costa Rica.”    

“The Keiretsu Forum Chari-
table Foundation is proud to be
entering its seventh year of
partnering with Shepherd’s Gate
by donating money, expertise,
and in kind gifts. Shepherd’s
Gate is a shining example of a
very well managed non-profit or-
ganization,” said Dowd.

Since 1984, Shepherd’s Gate
has provided a safe haven for
over 8,000 women and their chil-
dren who are homeless because
of abusive relationships, addic-
tions, loss of financial support
and other factors. Shepherd’s
Gate has two Bay Area campuses
in Livermore and Brentwood and
an international chapter in San
Jose, Costa Rica. For more infor-
mation about Shepherd’s Gate,
please visit the website
www.shepherdsgate.org.

Tom Dowd presents a check to Carla McRee.

Foundation Presents $25,000
Gift to Shepherd's Gate

Photo - Doug Jorgensen
Angels were part of the drive-through Nativity presented at Trinity Baptist in Livermore last
week.
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Regan Bros. Christmas Trees
The First Street shops in Livermore were colorful with Christ-

mas decorations in 1946. World War II was finally over and shop-
pers were optimistic in the holiday season. In front of Regan’s
Market a small group of fir trees added a pleasant evergreen smell
to the scene. John F. Regan, home from his recent stint as a staff
sergeant in the U.S. Marines, was helping his mother with the
small grocery store. He had decided to buy Christmas trees on
consignment as an experiment.  “I tried it and sold 200 right off
the sidewalk. I said to myself, ‘this is a pretty good business,’”
Regan recalled.

Soon John was bidding on trees in the Sierra. When the U.S.
Forest Service announced an area for Christmas tree bid, inter-
ested buyers from all over California submitted sealed bids. Buy-
ers had to be present and ready to pay the required fees if their bid
was accepted. All this bidding was to win the right to harvest
Silver Tip and White Fir; John still had to take men and equip-
ment up to that specific area in the mountains to cut the trees and
then ship them to Livermore. Within two years he had been so
successful that he talked his brother, Joe, into joining his bur-
geoning enterprise. Regan Bros. Christmas Trees was born. After
many seasons of working in the Sierra, John and Joe became
dissatisfied with the quality of trees available in the wild-cut
operation and also in trees they purchased from Oregon and Wash-
ington.

Eventually, he and Joe bought property in Canby, Oregon, in
the Willamette Valley in the early 1970s. Here the company grows
its own Douglas Firs, Grand Firs and Noble Firs. In this way, they
are able to maintain the high quality of their product. At first they
shipped the trees to Livermore by train; his wife, Ruth, remem-
bered sitting on top of a truck cab at the Livermore train station
and carefully counting each bale as it was unloaded from the box
car. Now the company uses trucks and, for the longer deliveries
cross country, refrigerated trucks. Regan Bros. trees were a fixture
in Livermore in the Christmas season, even though the tree lot
moved to various empty sites around town. The business finally
folded its Livermore operations when the empty corner of Stan-
ley Boulevard and Murrieta Boulevard was no longer available
in 2000. They have recently sold their operation at the Alameda
Fairgrounds in Pleasanton. The new owner will still sell Regan
Brothers trees. John died in 2003.  Joe and other relatives still run
the business, now a dominant force in the evergreen market, ship-
ping thousands of trees throughout the country.

The downtown Regan Market closed in 1957, but by that time
John was selling insurance and real estate as well as Christmas
trees. He sold the insurance company in the 1980s but continued
with the real estate business until his death. His remarkable en-
ergy, his daughter Nancy Huffman believes, comes from his grow-
ing-up years on his parents’ farm on Patterson Pass Road. “He
didn’t know anything but work. It was that farm work ethic. Even
in his later years, he was still getting up at five and pulling every
weed in the garden [at their house in Livermore]. He had a respect
and a love for the land.” In high school he made the largest col-
lection of wild flowers in his class. “He kept that book [of pressed
flowers] until it fell apart.”

John’s grandparents, Mary [Fitpatrick] and William Regan,
emigrated from Canada in 1887 and bought property on Patterson
Pass Road. They grew not only the traditional hay and grain, but
also prunes and almonds. John’s father, John E. Regan, nicknamed
“Jack,” continued to farm the same acreage and was active in the
Farm Bureau and the Stockmen’s Association. He married Asta
Frederiksen, whose father owned the land at the corner of Patterson
Pass and Greenville Road. Jack and Asta eventually moved into
the Frederiksen house, where John was born in 1922. The house is
still there, but it was severely damaged in the 1980 earthquake.
John married Ruth Reedy, his Livermore High School sweetheart,
in 1943 while he was in the Marines. Ruth still remembers how
beautiful the Frederiksen/Regan place used to be when trees lined
the entry road, each with its trunk whitewashed. The family owns
large two hand-tinted photographs of the last crop of wheat grown
on the property; the house and outbuildings are in the back-
ground.

In high school John played football and basketball, but he
could never play during the baseball season because of seasonal
work on the farm. As an adult he continued his interest in sports
by encouraging young people to play. He won the Samuel
Bothwell trophy from LARPD in 1960 for his leadership in the
Livermore Little League program. He was also active in Pop
Warner and in the Boys Club run by the Optimists. He challenged
Boy Scouts to learn how to run a business by selling Christmas
trees at a discount to Scout troops who set up lots in Livermore,
Pleasanton and Tracy.

As an adult John did take some time off—his favorite hobbies
were fishing, especially fly-fishing, and hunting at favorite places
in the Sierra. Although his death at age 80 was unexpected, his
wife, six children and grandchildren were glad that it occurred
near his beloved cabin in Graeagle.

(Readers can reach me at am50homan@yahoo.com.)

Harold Kamp
Harold Kamp died December

16, 2007 in Walnut Creek. He
was 91.

The Pleasanton native had
been a resident of Rossmoor,
Walnut Creek for the past 8 years.
He was a World War II Army vet-
eran. Harold was the owner of
Kamp’s Furniture in Livermore
for 50 years. He was a founding
board member of the Livermore
YMCA in 1947 and a charter
member of the Livermore Rotary
Club. He more recently had been
a member of the Rossmoor Ro-
tary Club. Harold also belonged
to Toastmasters and the
Rossmoor Choral Society.

During his Livermore Rotary
years, he served as president
from 1977-78. During that time,
the club took over the Livermore
Rodeo parade and has been run-
ning it ever since. Career Day was
established with students at
Chabot Valley Campus (now Las
Positas College). Students were
invited to join Livermore
Rotarians at their places of work/
business for a day. Students were
able to learn about different ca-
reers.

He is survived by his wife
Sheila Kamp of Walnut Creek,
son Russell Kamp of Livermore,
daughter Karen Swanson of Liv-
ermore, sister Eleanor Capen of
Avilla Beach, CA, as well as
seven grandchildren and eleven
great grandchildren. He was pre-
ceded in death by his first wife,
Frances Kamp, in 1985.

A Memorial Mass will be cel-
ebrated in his memory at 11 a.m.
on Fri., Dec. 28 at St. Michael’s
Catholic Church, 458 Maple
Street, Livermore. Private
inurnment will be at Queen of
Heaven Cemetery in Lafayette.

Those wishing to may send
memorial contributions in his
name to the Livermore Rotary
Foundation, 2117 Fourth St.,
Livermore, CA 94550, or to Hos-
pice of the East Bay, 3470
Buskirk Ave., Pleasant Hill, CA
94523.

Arrangements by Hull’s Wal-
nut Creek Chapel.

Lilia Loretta Henry
Lilia Loretta Henry, a resident

of Livermore for 10 years, passed
away on Nov. 19, 2007 in Fre-
mont, CA. She was 98 years old.
Lilia was born and raised in New
England, and moved to Califor-
nia in 1997.

She was preceded in death by
her husband of 62 years,
Frederick in 1999.  She is sur-
vived by her daughter, Nancy
Henry of Livermore, two grand-
daughters; Karen Ragaini of AZ.
and Christine McClain of Long
Beach, CA.

Private services were held. Ar-
rangements by Callaghan Mor-
tuary.

Ronald Joseph Nagel
Ronald Joseph Nagel, of Liv-

ermore, died Sunday, December
9, on his 56 year wedding anni-
versary, after a year and a half
battle with cancer.  He was 75.

Mr. Nagel was born Sept. 9,
1932, in Oakland, California. He
graduated from Berkeley High
School in 1951.  He served in the
U.S. Army from 1953 to 1955 and
was stationed in Kenai, Alaska.
He joined Lawrence Livermore
National Laboratory in 1961 as
a Mechanical Designer and re-

tired in 1991 as a Design Super-
intendent. During his 30-year
career he supported various
Magnetic Fusion Energy
projects.

He married his high school
sweet heart Josephine in 1951.
They raised their family in Wal-
nut Creek.  They moved to Liv-
ermore in 1966 to present. Dur-
ing the 1970’s he designed and
built the family’s mountain cabin
in Mi-Wuk Village. He and his
family spent many memorable
times at the cabin with friends
and family.

Mr. Nagel had a variety of in-
terests that included owning an
award-winning Classic Ford
Model A.  In 1991, for their 40th

wedding anniversary party he re-
stored the 1930 Model A that he
and Josephine used to drive in
high school. He was an active
member of the Sonora A’s Model
A club.   He and his wife also en-
joyed dancing and being in-
volved in their children and
grandchildren activities. He
spent most of his retirement trav-
eling with his wife and family,
and researching his families’ ge-
nealogy. He was a devoted hus-
band, father and grandfather who
would do anything for anyone.

He is survived by his wife of
56 years Josephine Nagel, chil-
dren, Michael Nagel and wife
Julia, David Nagel and wife
Regina, Ronna Oelrich and hus-
band Kent, sister Coral Clark of
Oakland and grandchildren Mat-
thew, Mark, John, Angela, Jason,
Brett and Jessica.

Funeral Services were held on
December 19, at St. Michael’s
Church in Livermore.

In lieu of flowers, the family
has asked that donations may be
made to the American Cancer
Society.

Kenneth E. Sill
Kenneth E. Sill passed away

peacefully on December 10, 2007
at the age of 89.

He was born in Illinois, came
to California in 1941 and lived
in Castro Valley for 46 years. Ken
served as a member of the U.S.
Merchant Marine during World
War II and was a constructor for
many years in the Bay Area. He
spent his retirement years enjoy-
ing his family, particularly his
grandchildren. He also devoted
a great deal of time to his favor-
ite hobby of carpentry.

He is survived by his wife of
67 years, Vera, children Dennis
)Sharon) Sill of Napa, Linda
(Philip) Scherer of Pleasanton,
grandchildren Stephen, Kevin,
Allison and Brian Scherer and
many nieces and nephews.

No services are planned at this
time. However, donations in his
memory may be made to a favor-
ite charity.

Arrangements by Graham-
Hitch Mortuary.

Ann Marie Riebli
Ann Marie Riebli died De-

cember 12, 2007, at Manteca
Care & Rehabilitation Center in
Manteca. The Pleasanton resi-
dent was 91.

She was born in Switzerland
in 1916. She was married to Jo-
seph Riebli who preceded her in
death in 1958. Ann was a school
bus driver for about 25 years in
Pleasanton and a member of St.
Augustine Catholic Church in
Pleasanton.

She was also preceded in
death by a son, Joseph A. Riebli,
two brothers and two sisters. She
is survived by  daughters Ann
Marie (Charlie) Bagnasco of
Manteca, and Frances Way of
Livermore, a son Albert (Jane)
Riebli of Livermore, nine grand-
children, nine great grandchil-
dren, siblings Marcus Reichmuth
of Walnut Creek and Hedy Burgi
of Modesto.

Mass was celebrated Dec. 18
at St. Augustine Catholic Church
in Pleasanton. Burial followed at
St. Augustine Cemetery in Pleas-
anton.

Arrangements by Graham-
Hitch Mortuary.

Ann Macedo
Ann Macedo died December

11, 2007 in Pleasanton. She was
87.

Ann was born in Maui, Hawaii
on Feb. 2, 1920. She absolutely
loved to shop.

She is survived by a sister,
Irene Carasco of San Leandro,
brother-in-law Anthony Carasco,
sister-in-law Margie Fernandes of
San Lorenzo, and many nieces
and nephews. She was preceded
in death by her husband of 65
years, Alvin Macedo, and a son,
Brian Macedo.

Mass was celebrated Dec. 17
at St. Augustine Catholic Church
in Pleasanton. Burial was at Holy
Sepulchre Cemetery in Hayward.

Arrangements by Graham-
Hitch Mortuary.

Helen M. Krolick
Helen M. Krolick died De-

cember 16, 2007 at ValleyCare
Medical Center. She was 96.

She was a dietician at St.
Paul’s Hospital in Livermore for
many years and a member of St.
Michael’s Catholic Church since
1956. She loved to cook for her
family and take care of any and
all animals, both her own and all
kinds of strays. She will be terri-
bly missed.

She was preceded in death by
her husband Stan, grandson Bill
Magann and is the last of five
siblings, a brother and four sis-
ters. She is survived by a daugh-
ter Arlene Magann of Livermore,
son Robert Krolick of San Rafael
and daughter-in-law Linda;
grandchildren Marie Magann of
San Jose, Jennifer Krolick of San
Rafael, Bob Magann of Liver-
more and David Krolick of
Roseville and great grandchil-
dren, Sydney and William
Magann. The other family mem-
bers include five much loved
grand dogs and one grand bird.

Visitation will be from 9 to 11
a.m. Fri., Dec. 21 with a Chapel
Blessing Service beginning at 11
a.m. at Callaghan Mortuary, 383
East Ave., Livermore. Interment
will follow at St. Michael’s
Catholic Cemetery in Livermore.

Howard Lynn Higgins
Howard Lynn Higgins died

December 16, 2007. He was 76.
He was born in Pasadena in

1931 and had lived in Livermore
since 1958. He was a veteran of
the Korean War serving on the
heavy cruiser USS St. Paul, which
also had what the Department of
Defense called "the largest naval
tragedy of the war: when an eight-

inch gun turret exploded killing
30. Lynn was one of many who
went inside to try to rescue his
shipmates. He was awarded seven
service medals and seven major
battle stars. Lynn worked for over
30 years at the Lawrence Liver-
more National Laboratory in the
nuclear explosives engineering
division and as a facility super-
intendent in the high pressure lab
and coordinator for several other
buildings.

He was devoted to his family.
His favorite pastime was doing
things for his grandchildren and
volunteering for Joe Michell
School, which in his words, "was
his second family." In 2001, stu-
dents surprised him with an award
for his commitment and dedica-
tion to the students at Joe
Michell. It meant the world to
him. Another of his most treasurer
members was the friendship of
his best friend Kenneth Brown,
whom he always termed as a true
friend. He was a member of  Mo-
saic Lodge #218 and served as a
member of the Mosaic Temple
Association, was elected as trea-
surer for one and a half years, then
president for four years. He
served many years teaching
hunter safety in Pasadena and
was a charter member of the
Altadena Sportsmen. He was also
a rifle team member in the club.

His family includes his wife,
Joan, sons Ron and Randy,
daughter-in-law Denise and
grandchildren Jennifer. Heather,
Kelly and Kacey.

A memorial service will be
held at 4 p.m. on Thurs., Dec. 20
at Callaghan Mortuary, 3833
East Ave., Livermore.

Jerry Edward Morgan
Jerry Edward Morgan, 61,

passed away suddenly at his
home in Hornbrook on Thursday,
December 13, 2007.

 Jerry was born November 3,
1946 in Livermore to Erman and
Phyllis Morgan. Jerry was very
active in Boy Scouts, attaining
the rank of Eagle Scout. He
served his country in the U.S.
Navy during Vietnam.

 Jerry worked for 30 years as a
welder with the Lawrence Liver-
more National Laboratory. He
coached youth football for 8
years and loved spending time
with his kids and his mother. He
was a long-time member of the
Rocky Mountain Elk Founda-
tion and loved hunting and fish-
ing and his dog, Roxy.

 Jerry moved to Hornbrook 3
months ago from Escalon. He is
survived by his wife, Sammy
Morgan of Escalon; three chil-
dren, Tess Marie Morgan,
Zachary Boyd Morgan and Joel
Michael Morgan, all of Escalon;
his mother, Phyllis Morgan of
Hornbrook; his sister, Sherry
Tillery of Hickman; two neph-
ews, Matt and Pat Barr and many
friends and cousins. He was pre-
ceded in death by his father.

 A celebration of Jerry’s life
will be held on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 18, 2007 at 1:00 p.m. at the
R-Ranch on Copco Rd. in
Hornbrook. Memorial contribu-
tions may be made to the charity
of one’s choice. Girdner Funeral
Chapel is in charge of arrange-
ments.

All Wheels routes serving the
Dublin/Pleasanton BART station
have received time adjustments
to allow more transfer time both
for bus-to-train and train-to-bus
connection while construction of
the West Dublin BART station is
underway.  Most of these adjust-
ments have been made by mov-
ing the Wheels system wide pulse
to occur five minutes earlier than
in the previous schedules.

In order to preserve optimal
transfer opportunities at the Tran-
sit Center, most Livermore routes
have been adjusted to coordinate
with this pulse change as well.

While dedicated school trip-
per (3-digit numbered) Wheels
bus routes are not affected by
these time changes, most other
Wheels routes serving schools,
for example routes 3, 10, 12, 14,
15, 16, and 18 have received time
adjustments.

Route 1C: The afternoon 1C sched-
ule has been adjusted in order to restore
15-minute frequency between BART
and the CarrAmerica office complex in
the Hacienda Business Park.  All 1C
trips will now depart the BART station
at :24 and :54 minutes past the hour,
both in the morning and in the after-
noon.

Route 8: The directional loop of the
2:39 PM trip on Route 8 has been
reversed to better serve students travel-
ing between Pleasanton Middle School
and Del Prado Park at the main PM bell
time.  This trip will depart across the
street from the school on northbound
Case Avenue (at the Ridgeview Com-
mons stop) at 3:09 PM, arriving at Del
Prado Park at 3:18 PM.

Route 10: Evening frequencies are
being rearranged to coincide with the
new higher BART evening frequency
on BART’s Dublin line.  Service on
Route 10 will operate consistently ev-
ery 30 minutes after the PM peak
period ends (approximately 8PM to
midnight).  Almost all of these trips will
serve East Avenue as well.  The adjust-
ment applies seven days a week.

Route 11: Service has been modi-
fied to serve the Gardella Plaza residen-
tial area in central Livermore.  The

extended alignment will operate on
both outbound and inbound trips.  Pas-
sengers currently using bus stops on the
portion of First Street that is between
Scott Street and Portola Avenue will
need to access this route on one of the
side streets that the new alignment will
serve.  Note: This change will take
effect on January 8, 2008.

Route 12: Service has been adjusted
to travel clockwise in the vicinity of Las
Positas College.  Routing entering the
College is unchanged but upon exiting,
the bus will return to North Canyons
Parkway via Campus Hill Drive in
order to serve the new Montage resi-
dential development.  Please note that
service will be reduced to hourly after
approximately 7:30 PM, but will con-
tinue longer into the evening, with the
last eastbound bus departing the Col-
lege at 10:42 PM and the last west-
bound bus departing at 10:48 PM.

Route 20 – BART Express: Service
has been extended to serve the Liver-
more Transit Center and the Airway
Boulevard BART park-and-ride lot in
the commute direction (westbound in
the morning and eastbound in the after-
noon) on its way to/from the Dublin/
Pleasanton BART station.  The new
limited-stop alignment will provide

more trip options for travel between the
Transit Center and BART.  Most of the
previous route along Mines Road will
remain in place; however, the Knott
Park area will no longer be directly
served.  Current passengers using the
service to travel eastbound in the morn-
ing and westbound in the afternoon
will not be affected by this change.

The new WHEELS Bus Book will
be available two weeks prior to the
service change. For route and schedule
information, please call Customer Ser-
vice at (925) 455-7500.

Wheels Announces Time Changes for Bus Service
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nity and raise its awareness of
jazz, said Carl Palowitch. He and
his wife, Marilyn, are Amador
Valley band parents who are co-
chairs of the Campana festival.
“If you just do the festival on
Saturday, it’s only students, so
the community is not involved.
We wanted to see the community
involved,” said Carl Palowitch.

Having the community under-
stand and support jazz will help
encourage the jazz band pro-
grams at Amador and Foothill, he
said. Toward that end, Coltrane
will be conducting a seminar for
Amador and Foothill band mem-
bers during the afternoon before
his performance, said Palowitch.

Coltrane is the son of jazz leg-
end John Coltrane and jazz pia-
nist Alice Coltrane. He has  many
recordings and has played with
music legends such as McCoy
Tyner, Pharoah Sanders, Herbie
Hancock, Carlos Santana, and
Branford Marsalis.

Palowitch’s own personal mo-
tivation to support jazz has been
the participation of his son John,
an Amador Valley senior who is
in the school’s jazz band.  John
was started on piano at an early
age, and added the saxophone
when he was 9, after admiring the
playing of a neighbor who lived
across the street.

John has taken evening
classes at the Berkeley Jazz
School. He has played in the
Grammy band and also a band
connected to the Monterey Jazz
Festival.

The Campana Festival was be-

gun by Jim Campana, who was
Amador Valley’s musical direc-
tor from 1959 to 1979. He built
the music program from 30 stu-
dents to 300, who participated
in two jazz bands and a march-
ing band. Since he left, the pro-
gram has expanded to include
orchestras that are part of the
daylong curriculum.

Campana founded the festival
in 1976, at the request of the
city’s recreation department. The
first event was a joint sponsor-
ship with the city. It was called
The Pleasanton Jazz Festival,
and held at the fairgrounds. How-
ever, after Proposition 13 passed
in 1978, the city dropped out of
funding the event, so it was
moved to the Amador Valley
campus, Campana told the Inde-
pendent by phone from his home
in Sonora.

A few years after Campana’s
retirement, the festival was
named in his honor. Campana
told the Independent, “I was flat-
tered. It was like one of those
things where you leave the room
for a few minutes, and they name
something after you.”

Now 81, Campana said he is
in better health than when he re-
tired because of a health prob-
lem. Advances in medicine after
his retirement helped him quite
a bit.

Campana said that he attends
the festival every year. Told by a
reporter about the Friday night
Coltrane booking and the Sun-
day library performance,
Campana said, “I’ll have to stay
the whole weekend this time.”

JAZZ
(continued from page one)

A program of Russian Christian sacred choral work will be per-
formed by the St. Innocent Orthodox Concert Choir on January 6th
at the First Presbyterian Church in Livermore.

Joining the choir are San Francisco Symphony’s cellist Lawrence
Granger and violinist Victor Romasevich as well as Sonoma State
University’s Chamber Music Director, pianist Marilyn Thompson.

A pre-concert lecture begins at 5:00 pm; the concert at 6:00 pm.
 A repertoire sampling a thousand years of Russian Orthodox

choral work will be performed. The program will take listeners on a
journey through key choral developments starting with the intro-
duction of one-part Byzantine chant into Russia to the evolution of
harmonized sacred compositions of the 14th and 15th centuries to
some of the most beloved compositions of the 20th century. The
program will conclude with John Tavener’s haunting Svyati [“holy”].

Tickets are adults $20/$25 at the door; students $12.50/$15 at
the door. Advance Tickets are available at art!space gallery, 133
South  Livermore Ave, Livermore and Glad Tidings Religious Goods
Shop, Pleasanton located near Trader Joes.

For information about group discounts,  contact
choir@stinnocent.net or 925-828-1146 or  mail a check payment
to: St. Innocent Concert, 193 Contractors Street, Livermore, CA
94550.  Please add $10.00 if requesting overnight delivery in time
for Christmas!

Shakespeare’s Associates has selected Philip Manwell as the  new
Chairman of the Board.

Manwell serves on several local boards, he also is a skilled  musi-
cian. He earned a Bachelor of Music, Masters of Science and  Doc-
toral Studies from the Julliard School, as well as a Doctor of  Educa-
tion from the University of San Francisco. He garnered diplomas
from the Paris Conservatory, performed as a soloist and chamber
player, and conducted throughout the U.S., Europe, Canada, Austra-
lia,  and the Far East. Since 1986, Manwell has served as a music and
humanities faculty member at Las Positas College and as a dean
since  2002.

Though not new to the board, having served last year, Manwell is
welcomed as Chairman by current board members: Lisa A.
Tromovitch,  Peggy Riley, Russ Marcel, Elizabeth E. Trutner, and
Katie Marcel.

Treasurer Katie Marcel notes, “We have just ended our  first fiscal
year and we ended it firmly in the black!”

Shakespeare’s  Associates are producers of Livermore  Shakespeare
Festival.  They also produce other productions. The next season
begins with a production of Proof opening in  March at the Bothwell
Arts Center. “Philip’s vision for the company  includes our collabo-
rating with others, as was evident in his  involvement in our recent
collaborative project at the new Bankhead  Theater,” stated
Tromovitch. “I trust that the college as well as the  Opera,
Shakespeare’s Associates and the other groups that he is  involved
with will all be stronger for his leadership.”

Manwell Added to Shakespeare Board

Program of Sacred Russian
Choral Music Planned

The Big Fat Year End Kiss Off Com-
edy Show XV, Fri., Dec. 28, 8 to 11
p.m. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First
Street, Livermore. An expanded cast
of comedians will join internation-
ally-celebrated political satirist Will
Durst in celebration of the show’s
fifteenth anniversary. The show will
combine stand-up comedy, impro-
visation and “semi-written” sketches.
$25, $20, $15.925-373-6800 or
www.livermoreperformingarts.org.

Razzle Dazzle,  The Livermore Art
Association Gallery presents the
theme “Razzle Dazzle!” Dec. 1 to Jan.
31.   Holiday Sparkles, wearable art,
dress-up with fine and costume jew-
elry, hats, scarves and fancy bags.
Dress up your home with new art and
holiday decorations which include
handmade ornaments by our gallery
members.  Gallery Hours:  11:30 a.m.
- 4:00 p.m., Wednesday through
Sunday at Carnegie Bldg., 2155 Third
Street, Livermore.  For more infor-
mation call:  (925) 449-9927.

‘Twas the Night Before Christmas
performed at the Front Row Theater,
17011 Bollinger Canyon Road. There
will be weekend performances from
Dec. 14 through Dec. 23.  Fri. and
Sat. 7:30 p.m. and Sat. and Sun. at 2
p.m. $10-$15, 973-3350. The play,
which includes music, is for the entire
family. It is based on the inspiration
for Clement Moore’s poem about
Santa Claus’s annual ride.

Pirate Day! Workshop, January 5,  2
to 4 p.m. Dublin Heritage Center,
6600 Donlon Way, Dublin. 925-
452-2100. $3 per person. Make
shrunken heads, follow treasure maps,
sing sea chanties and learn Pirate
Lingo - arrr! Dress up - prize for best
costume. Songs and merriment with
Bingo Schmingo.

Wine and words, Jan 6,  2 -4 p.m.
Featured reader Kay Ryan at 2 p.m.
Open mic is at 3 p.m.
www.poetrypost.com. Martinelli
Center, Greenville Rd., Livermore.
Hosted by Livermore Poet Laureate
Connie Post. $5 admission.

Taste and See: A Musical Journey
through ten centuries of Russian Sa-
cred Music. Sun., Jan. 6, First Presby-
terian Church, 2020 5th St., Liver-
more. 5 p.m. pre-concert lecture; 6
p.m. concert. Special guests: San

By Patricia Koning
A sure sign that Christmas is

approaching is when the Nut-
cracker appears in theatres. Last
weekend Livermore’s Valley
Dance Theatre (VDT) opened its
27th annual production of the
Nutcracker at the Bankhead The-
atre.

With elegant costumes and
sumptuous sets combined with a
live score performed by the Liv-
ermore-Amador Symphony Pit
Orchestra and the Harmony Fu-
sion Chorus, the production was
a feast for both the eyes and ears.
The Harmony Fusion Chorus
opened the evening with a
capella Christmas songs, includ-
ing Jingle Bell Rock and Santa
Baby.

The VDT Nutcracker is a tra-
ditional, full length version. The
production opens with the el-
egant Victorian party scene,
where boys and girls receive
Christmas gifts and dance while
the adults toast the holiday sea-

 The Pleasanton PTA Council
held its 5th annual Reflections
Arts Recognition Program re-
cently at Harvest Park Middle
School.

The Reflections Program,
sponsored by the national PTA,
is an arts recognition and
achievement program for stu-
dents. It provides opportunities
for students to express them-
selves creatively and to receive
positive recognition for original
works of art inspired by this
year’s theme, “I Can Make A Dif-
ference By…”

Local students, from kinder-

Laurie Powers will be speak-
ing at the Livermore Public Li-
brary on Wednesday, January 30,
2008. She will discuss the dis-
covery of her grandfather’s mem-
oir, his career as a pulp fiction
writer, and the phenomenon of
pulp fiction magazines during
the Great Depression.

The talk will be at 7 p.m. at
the library, 1188 So. Livermore
Ave.

Growing up in Livermore in
the 1960s, Laurie Powers barely
knew her grandfather, Western
writer Paul S. Powers. He had
written only one novel, a West-
ern, in 1949, and spent most of
his time running a bookstore in
Berkeley. Laurie didn’t see him
that much: her father, his first
born son, had died in 1964, and
the rest of his family drifted

Valley Dance Theatre Presents a Classic Nutcracker
son.

The party ends as it does in
all tellings of the Nutcracker,
with Clara (Laura Haley) dis-
traught that her new prized pos-
session has been broken by her
brother Fritz (Connor Richards).
The magician Herr Drosselmeyer
(Dr. Jonathan Flanzbaum), who
gave the Nutcracker to Clara,
stands in the shadows and shoos
away the mice that begin scam-
pering across the stage—or did
he summon the mice? Clara
awakens, Drosselmeyer performs
his magic, and disappears.

As Clara watches, the Mouse
King (Megan James) and Nut-
cracker (Patrick Rogan) lunge
and parry in a daring swordfight.
The Nutcracker defeats the
Mouse King, but not before sus-
taining a seemingly serious in-
jury. Clara is distraught and then
something happens—the Nut-
cracker awakens and snow begins
to fall.

The scene then transitions to

the Land of Snow. The Harmony
Fusion Chorus add their elegant
voices to the music as the Snow
Queen (Amy Dykes) and Snow
Queen (Doug Johnson) dance
among the falling snowflakes
with the demi-soloists and corps.

The second act finds Clara in
the Kingdom of the Sweets. This
act showcases some of VDT’s
younger talent as the angels and
rosebuds.

The Arabian Coffee dance was
performed elegantly by Kindra
Showers and Andrew Koponen.
Russian Cake, performed by
Amanda Hoey, Connor Richards,
and Patrick Rogan, drew the
strongest response from the au-
dience. In addition to the tradi-
tional Russian kick-dancing and
leaps, the performers added a
modern twist with some
breakdancing.

The Mother Gigogne and Her
Little Buds number included a
delightful sequence in which
Clara retells her experience

through dance. Allison O’Hair, as
Mother Gigogne, was both el-
egant and expressive. The Little
Rosebuds—Audrey Dooley,
Cora Dooley, Lianne Dooley, and
Jessica Seu—along with the
Little Rosehip, Jacob Tkeio, were
as cute as, well, little rosebuds.

The show concludes with a
Nutcracker Grand Pas de Deux
performed with strength and art-
istry by Dykes and Johnson as
the Sugar Plum Fairy and Cava-
lier. Seeing the entire ensemble
on stage for the Finale showcases
the scale of VDT’s Nutcracker
production.

VDT will perform the Nut-
cracker two more times on Satur-
day, Dec. 22m at 2 pm and 7pm.
The performances are sold out.
After that you’ll have to start
counting the days until the next
Christmas for the 28th annual pro-
duction. (Note: this review refers
to the Saturday, Dec. 16 at 7 pm
performance.)

away. Her grandfather died in
1971, leaving Laurie with only a
few memories of him as a failed
writer. In 1999, Laurie conducted
a casual Internet search that led
her to his surprising past: her
grandfather had also been a pro-
lific and well-known pulp West-
ern writer during the Great De-
pression, whose characters
Sonny Tabor, Kid Wolf, Freckles
Malone, and Johnny Forty-five
enraptured an entire generation
of readers across the country.

For fifteen years, from 1928
to 1943, Paul Powers slammed
out 15,000 word stories almost
every week that were spirited off
to Street and Smith Publishing
Company in New York City and
published in Wild West Weekly.
While writing these blood and
thunder yarns, Powers moved

across the Southwest, moving at
least a dozen times over 15 years,
throughout Arizona, New
Mexico, and southern California.
He also managed to raise a fam-
ily, and battled a lifelong
struggle with alcoholism. After
Wild West Weekly folded in 1943,
Powers moved on. He never
wished to discuss his pulp career,
and did not keep one copy of
Wild West Weekly as a memento
of his colorful past.

Laurie’s discovery of her
grandfather’s career on the
Internet in 1999 was just the be-
ginning of a year long journey
of finding her lost family. While
searching on the Internet, Laurie
relocated her grandfather’s fam-
ily, who had disappeared 35 years
before. When Laure reunited with
her aunt that summer, she was

greeted by another surprise: her
grandfather had kept voluminous
amounts of records dealing with
his pulp fiction career. Included
in the collection was her
grandfather’s unpublished mem-
oir, written in 1943, which
chronicles his life as a pulp fic-
tion writer during the Great De-
pression. That memoir, Pulp
Writer: Twenty years in the
American Grub Street has been
recently published by the Uni-
versity of Nebraska Press to criti-
cal acclaim. Some reviews, in-
cluding the L.A. Times and the
Publisher’s Weekly, can be found
at www.pulpwriter.com.

For more information about
the program at the Livermore Li-
brary, call 925-373-5505 Joyce
Nevins.

Author Plans Talk on Pulp Fiction Writing Career

garten through 12th grade, en-
tered their work in five catego-
ries: photography, visual arts, lit-
erature, musical composition,
and film/video production.  A
total of 290 young artists from
seven Pleasanton schools sub-
mitted entries for this year’s pro-
gram to their local PTA or PTSA
sponsored program.

Reflections committees at
each school identified students
in each category and age level to
represent their school at the
Council level.  A total of 57 en-
tries were submitted to the Pleas-
anton PTA Council for recogni-

tion and were presented with cer-
tificates at the December 4 rec-
ognition program. Of these, 17
students advanced to the next
level, Peralta District PTA:

Photography: Kyra Thordsen,
Fairlands, primary; Annalise
Stevenson, Vintage Hills, inter-
mediate; Alana McConnell,
Amador Valley, senior;

Visual Arts: Kristin Kye, Vin-
tage Hills, primary; Soyeon Kim,
Alisal, intermediate; Jennifer
Tao, Harvest Park, middle; Timo-
thy Xenakis, Amador Valley, se-
nior;

Literature: Emily LaDue,
Hearst, primary; Sandhya
Kalavacherla, Mohr, intermedi-
ate; Andrea Deng, Harvest Park,
middle; Mike Chen, Amador Val-
ley, senior;

Musical Competition: Jenilee
Chen, Vintage Hills, primary;
Shreya Magesh, Mohr, interme-
diate; Christine Xu, Harvest Park,
middle; Ted Newman, Amador
Valley, senior;

Film/Video Production:
Rishab Patgaonkar, Mohr, pri-
mary; Varsha Ramakrishnan,
Mohr, intermediate.

Reflections Arts Program Announces Student Winners

Francisco Symphony’s Lawrence
Granger, cellist, Victoria Ramasevich,
violinist with pianist Marilyn  Adults
$20 ($25 at the door), student $12.50
($15 at the door). Mail ticket requests
to Concert Tickets, 193 Contractors
Way, Livermore, CA 94550; include
check, name, address for mailing or
indicate will call.

Keyboard Conversations with Jef-
frey Siegel, piano concert-plus-com-
mentary, Jan. 11,  8 pm, Livermore
Valley Performing Arts Center Pre-
sents, Bankhead Theater, 2400 First
St., Livermore, tickets
www.livermoreperformingarts.org.

Los Californios: The Alta California
Orchestra,  Jan. 13, 2 p.m. Liver-
more Civic Center Library, 1188 So.
Livermore Ave. Free admission. Arts
& Authors series. 373-5505.

Ed Kinney Lecture Series at the Mu-
seum On Main Street, “Aerial Pho-
tography, Global Warming and the
Longest-Burning Light Bulb in the
World,” a lecture by Dick Jones at 7
p.m. on Thursday, January 17 at the
Museum On Main Street, 603 Main
Street, Pleasanton.  Lecture reserva-
tions are requested.  Admission is $5
for museum members and $10 for
non-members.  Call (925) 462-2766.
Memberships will be available for
purchase that night.

The Wizard of Oz, Pleasanton Play-
house musical production, Jan. 18-
Feb. 3, 8 p.m. Fri. and Sat. (except
Feb. 2), and 2 p.m. Sun. and Feb. 2.
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St.,
Livermore, 462-2121,
www.pleasantonplayhouse.com.

Friends of the Vineyards, annual meet-
ing 7 to 9 p.m. Wed., Jan. 23, Liver-
more Library, 1188 So. Livermore
Ave. David Everett, Las Positas Col-
lege, is the guest speaker. He will
discuss the research vineyard and
classes on food and wine pairing at
the college. Information
www.fov.org.

George Winston, Jan. 23, 8 p.m. Lilt-
ing, lyrical and melodic folk-style
piano. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First
St., Livermore. $41, $36, $31,
$28.www.livermoreperformingarts.org.

Peter and the Wolf, by Jim Gamble’s
Puppets. Sat., Jan. 26 at 11 a.m.
Pleasanton Civic Arts Presents.
Amador Theater, 1155 Santa Rita

Rd., Pleasanton.
www.civicartstickets.org or 931-
3444. Jim Gamble’s appealing pup-
pets interpret Prokofiev’s favorite
classic about a boy who disobeys his
grandfather and encounters a dan-
gerous wolf.

Burns Dinner, featuring Isla St. Clair,
Sat., Jan. 26, no host bar/registration
5:30 p.m., 7 p.m. dinner. Pleasanton
Plaza Hotel, 11950 Dublin Canyon
Rd., Pleasanton. Advance reserva-

tions required by Jan. 16, 2008.
Presented by the Pleasanton
Blairgowrie Fergus Sister City Orga-
nization in honor of the poet Robert
Burns. $65. www.PBSCO.org or 510-
654-7627.

Moreality will be playing Main Street
Brewery in Pleasanton on Saturday,
Dec 22nd from 9pm-midnight.  Main
St. is located at 830 Main Street in
Pleasanton, across from the Pleasan-
ton Hotel. www.mainstbrewery.com.

St. Innocent Choir
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LEGAL NOTICES
STATEMENT OF

ABANDONMENT
OF USE OF

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME

FILE NO. 346795
The following person (s) has
(have) Abandoned the use of
the Fictitious Business name
Reverse Mortgage Store, 144
South “K” Street, Livermore CA
94550
The Fictitious Business Name
Statement was file on April 13,
2004 in the County of
Alameda.
Seattle Mortgage Company,
190 Queen Anne Ave. N., Se-
attle WA 98109
This business was conducted
by: a corporation
/s/:Les Redford
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
County on November 6, 2007.
The Independent Legal No.
2260. Publish November 29,
December 6, 13, 20, 2007.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 403190-403191
The following person (s) do-
ing business as: 1)Seniors Re-
verse Mortgage Store, 2)Re-
verse Mortgage Store, 144
South “K” Street, Livermore CA
94550 is hereby registered by
the following owner (s):
Seniors Reverse Mortgage,
Inc., 3478 Buskirk Ave. Ste. 343,
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523
This business is conducted
by:a corporation
Registrant has not yet begun
to transact business under the
fictitious business name or
names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Christine Louie
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
County on November 6, 2007.
Expires November 6, 2012.
The Independent Legal No.
2261. Publish November 29,
December 6, 13, 20, 2007.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 402922

The following person (s) do-
ing business as: Beads and
Stuff, 1421 Hopyard Road,
Pleasanton CA 94566 is
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner (s):
Barbara Santos, 1421
Hopyard Road, Pleasanton
CA 94566
This business is conducted
by:an individual
The registrant commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious business name or
names listed above on Octo-
ber 2007.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Barbara A. Santos
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
County on October 31, 2007.
Expires October 21, 2012.
The Independent Legal No.
2262. Publish November 29,
December 6, 13, 20, 2007.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 403676

The following person (s) do-
ing business as:Pane in the
Glass, 1815 Monteray Dr., Liv-
ermore CA 94551 is hereby

registered by the following
owner (s):
Patrick Alderman, 1815
Monteray Dr., Livermore CA
94551
This business is conducted by:
an individual
The registrant commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious business name or
names listed above on Novem-
ber 1, 2007.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Patrick J. Alderman
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
County on November 19,
2007. Expires November 19,
2012.
The Independent Legal No.
2263. Publish December 6, 13,
20, 27, 2007.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 403517

The following person (s) do-
ing business as:VIP Golf Club,
3908 Valley Avenue Ste A,
Pleasanton CA 94566 is
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner (s):
ICV Digital Media, Inc., 3908
Valley Avenue Ste A, Pleasan-
ton CA 94566
This business is conducted
by:a corporation
The registrant commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious business name or
names listed above on Janu-
ary 8, 2002.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:David Dunham
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
County on November 19,
2007. Expires November 19,
2012.
The Independent Legal No.
2264. Publish December 6, 13,
20, 27, 2007.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 403932

The following person (s) do-
ing business as:Livermore Sa-
loon, 2223 First Street, Liver-
more CA 94550 is hereby reg-
istered by the following owner
(s):
Sid Brown, Inc., 2223 First
Street, Livermore CA 94550
This business is conducted
by:a corporation
The registrant commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious business name or
names listed above on Novem-
ber 28, 2007.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Shannon Brown
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
County on November 28,
2007. Expires November 28,
2012.
The Independent Legal No.
2265. Publish December 6, 13,
20, 27, 2007.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 403526

The following person (s) do-
ing business as:Interrior Rec-
reations, 1745 Linden Street,
Livermore CA 94550 is hereby
registered by the following
owner (s):
Renee Needens, 1745 Lin-
den Street, Livermore CA
94550
This business is conducted
by:an individual

Registrant has not yet begun
to transact business under the
fictitious business name or
names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Renee Needens
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
County on November 15,
2007. Expires November 15,
2012.
The Independent Legal No.
2266. Publish December 6, 13,
20, 27, 2007.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 403650

The following person (s) do-
ing business as:JT Bookkeep-
ing Service, 4084 Hillcrest
Common, Livermore CA
94550 is hereby registered by
the following owner (s):
Joan H. Taylor, 4084 Hillcrest
Common, Livermore CA
94550
This business is conducted
by:an individual
The registrant commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious business name or
names listed above on Novem-
ber 1, 2007.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Joan H. Taylor
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
County on November 19,
2007. Expires November 19,
2012.
The Independent Legal No.
2267. Publish December 6, 13,
20, 27, 2007.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 403981-403982
The following person (s) do-
ing business as: 1)Opal River,
2)Petroglyph Multimedia,
1308 Hillcrest Ave., Livermore
CA 94550 is hereby registered
by the following owner (s):
James D. Aikin, 1308 Hillcrest
Ave., Livermore CA 94550
This business is conducted
by:an individual
Registrant has hot yet begun
to transact business under the
fictitious business name or
names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:James D. Aikin
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
County on November 29,
2007. Expires November 29,
2012.
The Independent Legal No.
2268. Publish December 6, 13,
20, 27, 2007.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 403991

The following person (s) do-
ing business as:Livermore
Real Estate Services, 2219
First Street Suite 3A, Livermore
CA 94551 is hereby registered
by the following owner (s):
Paula Cavagnaro, 4087
Stanford Way, Livermore CA
94550
David James Cromie, 4087
Stanford Way, Livermore CA
94550
This business is conducted
by:co-partners
The Registrant commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name or
names listed above on Novem-
ber 1, 2007.
Signature of Registrant:

/s/:Paula Cavagnaro
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
County on November 29,
2007. Expires November 29,
2012.
The Independent Legal No.
2269. Publish December 13,
20, 27, 2007, January 3, 2008

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 404281

The following person (s) do-
ing business as:Lucky Ham-
mer, 1964 Elm Street, Liver-
more Ca 94551 is hereby reg-
istered by the following owner
(s):
Chneal V. Walling, 1964 Elm
Street, Livermore Ca 94551
Ross A. Bergman, 1964 Elm
Street, Livermore Ca 94551
This business is conducted
by:a general partnership
Registrant has not yet begun
to transact business under the
fictitious business name or
names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Chneal Walling and Ross
Bergman
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
County on December 6, 2007.
Expires December 6, 2012.
The Independent Legal No.
2270. Publish December 13,
20, 27, 2007. January 3, 2008.

NOTICE OF APPLICATION
FOR CHANGE IN
OWNERSHIP OF

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE
LICENSE

Date of Filing Application:
December 4, 2007
To Whom It May Concern:
The Name(s) of the
Applicant(s) is/are:
VICHURASMEE UMPHICA
Applicants listed above are
applying to the Department of
Alcoholic Beverage Control to
sell Alcoholic beverages at:
2216 1ST STREET
LIVERMORE, CA 94550
For the following type of
License(s) applied for:
41 - ON-SALE BEER AND
WINE EATING PLACE
Department of Alcoholic
 Beverage Control
1515 Clay St. Ste 2208
Oakland, CA 94612
510 622-4970
The Independent Legal No.
2271. Publish December 20,
2007.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 404253

The following person (s) do-
ing business as:Attra Solu-
tions, 2448 Lakeside Circle,
Livermore Ca 94550 is hereby
registered by the following
owner (s):
Marlene N. Badall, 878 Pep-
per Tree Lane, Santa Clara Ca
95051
Trudi R. Murphy, 2448
Lakeside Circle, Livermore Ca
94550
This business is conducted
by:a general partnership
Registrant has not yet begun
to transact business under the
fictitious business name or
names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Trudi R. Murphy
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
County on December 6, 2007.
Expires December 6,
2012.The Independent Legal
No. 2272. Publish December
20,27, 2007, January 3, 10,
2008.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 403867

The following person (s) do-
ing business as:Aventine Med
Spa, Inc., 101 E. Vineyard Ave.
Suite 107, Livermore Ca
94550 is hereby registered by
the following owner (s):
Solana Medical Group, Inc.
1628 La Vista Del Oreano,
Santa Barbara CA 93105
This business is conducted
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Thirteen east bay agencies
have joined forces and contracted
with Solano Community College
in Fairfield to bring water and
wastewater technology courses
closer to home.

“In the next seven to ten years,
50% of all water and wastewater
treatment plant operators are ex-
pected to retire,” says Dublin San
Ramon Services District
(DSRSD) General Manager Bert
Michalczyk. “These jobs pro-
vide excellent pay, benefits, and
promotional opportunities for
the next generation.”

For more than 25 years,
Solano Community College has
been offering a two-year Certifi-
cate of Achievement in Water/
Wastewater. Now Solano Com-
munity College is offering a sec-
ond semester of courses in water/
wastewater operations at the Cen-

tral Contra Costa Sanitary Dis-
trict (CCCSD), 5019 Imhoff
Place, Martinez, and the West
County Wastewater District Pol-
lution Control Plant, 2377 Gar-
den Tract Road, Richmond. Stu-
dents who complete 28.5 college
level credits are awarded a Cer-
tificate of Achievement and can
begin a career that often pays
more than $50,000 at entry level.

The first semester of three wa-
ter/wastewater classes concludes
in mid-December with close to
60 students completing one or
more of the courses.

Underwritten by thirteen agen-
cies (CCCSD, Contra Costa Wa-
ter District, Delta Diablo Sanita-
tion District, Diablo Water Dis-
trict, Dublin San Ramon Services
District, East Bay Municipal
Utility District, City of Liver-

more, Mt. View Sanitary District,
Oro Loma Sanitary District, Ro-
deo Sanitary District, Union
Sanitary District, West County
Wastewater District, and Zone 7
Water Agency), these three and
four unit courses only cost the
students a nominal fee.

The water/wastewater courses
offered this semester are as fol-
lows:

• Water 100, Introduction to
Wastewater Treatment (four
units), Thursday, lecture; loca-
tion West County Wastewater
District Pollution Control Plant

• Water 105, Wastewater
Treatment (three units), Tuesday,
lecture and lab, prerequisite is
Water 100; location CCCSD

• Water 106, Instrumentation
and Controls (three units), Thurs-
day, lecture and lab; location

CCCSD
• Water 107, Mathematics of

Water and Wastewater Treatment
(four units), Wednesday lecture;
location CCCSD

All classes begin the week of
January 8, 2008, at 6:00 p.m..

To register for classes and ob-
tain information, call (925) 335-
7728. Class space is limited. Stu-
dents must apply for admission
to Solano Community College
and can do so online at
www.Solano.edu, click on Admis-
sions, then go to Apply Online
and follow the instructions. To
select the water/wastewater
classes, go to the Solano Com-
munity College site,
www.solano.edu/webcms, click
on Course Outlines, and select
“water” in the drop down list for
complete class descriptions.

Classes Available in Wastewater Technology

The Alameda County Trans-
portation Improvement
Authority’s (ACTIA’s) Board re-
cently approved a final draft of
the Business Contract Equity
Program aimed at keeping tax-
payer dollars in Alameda
County. The goal of the Equity
Program, formerly known as the
Local Business Enterprise and
Small Local Business Enterprise
Program (LBE/SLBE), is  to sup-
port and encourage the engage-
ment of local and small busi-
nesses relative to various con-
tract opportunities with ACTIA.

The program revisions are the
result of ACTIA’s collaboration
with a team of equity consult-
ants. Extensive outreach was
conducted to derive public com-
ments. The final draft incorpo-
rates many of the comments re-
ceived during the outreach pro-
cess and encompassed major

More than a third of teenage
drivers surveyed by University
of California researchers admitted
that they have been distracted by
young passengers while driving.
The most common distraction
was talking, yelling, arguing or
being loud. However, 22 percent
of the teenage drivers said they
were distracted by passengers
doing things like “fooling
around,” “messing around,” or
“being stupid.”

Even “wrestling” and “danc-
ing” in the car were distractions
teenage drivers reported.

About 7.5 percent of the
young drivers said a passenger
had distracted them intentionally.
They said passengers had
“punched me in the head,” “tick-
led me,” “hit me in the face,” or
were “squirting guns at me.”
Other deliberate distractions
were attempts by passengers to
control the car, such as “mess
around with mirrors,” “messed
with my seat adjustments,” and

changes such as:
• Reducing the annual rev-

enue threshold from $10 M to $5
M for all small local business
enterprise (SLBE), except con-
struction contracts

• Adding a new Very Small
Local Business Enterprise
(VSLBE) certification

• Streamlining ACTIA’s certi-
fication process for businesses
that are certified with regional
agencies

• Extending the duration of
certification from annual to bi-
annual

• Establishing contract-spe-
cific SLBE goals for construction
contracts

• Creating rigorous procedures
for exempting contracts from the
LBE/SLBE goals

• Defining requirements for
sponsor policy participation

• Redefining requirements for

the good faith effort process
• Communicating ACTIA’s

commitment to Workforce Devel-
opment and Mentoring program.

ACTIA is now accepting pub-
lic comments on the final draft
Program revisions through Janu-
ary 4, 2008, 5:00 p.m. The final
draft of the Business Contract
Equity Program can be viewed
on ACTIA’s website at
www.actia2022.com or you can
also call 510.893.3347, exten-
sion 100, to receive a copy of this
document. Following public
comment, ACTIA’s Board is
scheduled to adopt the final Pro-
gram at the January 24, 2008
meeting.

 ACTIA administers Measure
B, the half-cent transportation
sales tax in Alameda County,
which was approved by 81.5%
of the voters.   For more informa-
tion go to www.actia2022.com.

ACTIA Changes Small Business Program Study Finds Teens Drivers Are Distracted
“messing with things in the car,
such as radio or hazard lights.”

“Teenagers may find the risky
behavior exciting or funny, but it
is clear from research that ado-
lescent drivers with teenage pas-
sengers have a higher risk of
crashes,” said Katherine Heck,
the 4-H Youth Development spe-
cialist at UC Davis who co-
chaired the study. “The distrac-
tions that young drivers told us
about may be a reason for their
higher risk.”

Heck worked with research co-
chair Carla Sousa, the UC Coop-
erative Extension 4-H Youth De-
velopment advisor in Tulare
County, to examine the ways
young passengers distract
young drivers.

The researchers surveyed
2,144 seniors from 13 high
schools around California in the
spring and fall of 2006. The
schools varied widely in size and
students’ socio-economic status.
Forty-two percent of the respon-
dents were white, 38 percent
Latino, 6 percent African Ameri-
can, 12 percent Asian or Pacific
Islander and 3 percent Native
American.

Girls were slightly more likely
than boys to report being dis-
tracted while driving. There were
no significant differences across
racial or ethnic groups, or urban,
rural or suburban schools in the
percent of youth who reported
distractions. However, students
at lower-income schools were
significantly less likely to report
passenger-related distractions.

The young drivers who said
they had been distracted as a
driver were also more likely to say
they had driven after drinking,
had crashed a car, or had ridden
with a dangerous driver.

  In California, new drivers un-
der the age of 18 may not carry
teenage passengers for the first
year after receiving a driver’s li-
cense. They also may not drive
between 11 p.m. and 5 a.m., a pe-

riod shown to be particularly dan-
gerous for teenage drivers.

“Many parents seem to be
unaware of the graduated driver
licensing restrictions that require
teens not to drive with their peers
in the first 12 months after get-
ting their license,” Heck said.
“Only a quarter of teens in our
survey who had been driving less
than a year told us their parents
don’t allow them to drive with
friends in the car.”

Teen passengers aren’t the
only distractions. Overall, nearly
21 percent of the young drivers
reported that they had an acci-
dent as a driver. Of those, 11 per-
cent said a cell phone was in-
volved, either in use by the teen
driver or the driver of the other
car.

The 4-H Youth Development
research project also looked into
the incidence of teenagers driv-
ing without a license. The survey
found more than 12 percent of the
teenagers regularly drove even
though they didn’t have a
driver’s license or permit. Fifty-
six percent of unlicensed drivers
in the survey were male and 67
percent were Latino. Most at-
tended a school with a lower-in-
come population.

Students who did not have a
license or permit gave the re-
searchers a number of explana-
tions, such as having no access
to a car, the costs associated with
driving, or not being allowed to
drive by their parents. Unlicensed
drivers were more likely to report
being undocumented as a reason,
and non-drivers were more likely
to say, “I just don’t want to.”

The 4-H Youth Development
program, administered by UC
Cooperative Extension in Califor-
nia, provides youth with oppor-
tunities for leadership develop-
ment and practical, hands-on
learning on a wide variety of top-
ics. The academics who oversee
the program also conduct re-
search on youth development.
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DANVILLE
PRICE SIZE DAY(S) ADDRESS

$1,282,888 4 B D / B n s R m / 3 B A SAT/SUN 1-4PM 842 Matadera Cir
cross streets Diablo Blvd - Ackerman - Matadera
Keller Williams Brigitte Huntemann 925-260-2508

LIVERMORE
PRICE SIZE DAY(S) ADDRESS

$114,950 3BD/2BA SAT 1-4PM 1312 Via D’Este
cross streets East Airway - Via Mateo - Montecito
Valley Properties Lia Wendell 925-200-9901

$549,950 3BD/2BA SAT 1-4PM 4042 Pomona Wy
cross streets East Ave - Hillcrest Ave
Valley Properties Lia Wendell 925-200-9901

$769,000 4BD/3BA SUN 12:30-3:30PM 1579 Frankfurt Wy
cross streets Kingsport - Frankfurt
J. Rockcliff Realtors Michael J. Duffy 925-785-4546

PLEASANTON
PRICE SIZE DAY(S) ADDRESS

$729,000 4BD SAT 1-4PM 4677 Helpert Ct
The Flashberger Group Dave & Sue Flashberger 925-463-0436

$1,249,000 BD/2.5BA SUN 1-4:30PM 307 Brianne Ct
cross streets Carriage - Branne
J. Rockcliff  Realtors Brian Davis 925-998-3078

by:a corporation
The registrant commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious business name or
names listed above on July 7,
2007.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Patrick Wong
This statement was file with
the County Clerk of Alameda
County on November 27,
2007. Expires November 27,
2012.
The Independent Legal No.
2273. Publish December 20,
27, 2007, January 3, 10, 2008.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 404179

The following person (s) do-
ing business as:Tri Valley Tech
Support, 2077 Rapallo Com-
mon, Livermore Ca 94551 is
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner (s):
Ryan Melton, 2077 Common,
Livermore Ca 94551
This business is conducted
by:an individual
Registrant has not yet begun
to transact business under the
fictitious business name or
names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Ryan Melton
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
County on December 5, 2007.
Expires December 5, 2012.
The Independent Legal No.
2274. Publish December 20,
27, 2007, January 3, 10, 2008.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 404351

The following person (s) do-
ing business as:GRASSwerks
Consulting, 415 South “P”
Street, Livermore Ca 94550 is
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner (s):
Young’s Retractable Screen,
Inc., 2312 Loma vista Dr., Sac-
ramento, CA 95825
This business is conducted
by:a corporation
Registrant has not yet begun
to transact business under the
fictitious business name or
names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Tommy Young
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
County on December 7, 2007.
Expires December 7, 2012.
The Independent Legal No.
2275. Publish December 20,
27, 2007, January 3, 10, 2008.

ANIMALS/PETS
1) CATS/DOGS

ADOPT A DOG OR CAT, for
adoption information contact
Valley Humane Society at
 925 426-8656.

Tri-Valley Animal Rescue
hosts cat and dog adoptions
at the Pleasanton Farmers
Market on Saturdays from
9:30 AM to 1:00 PM.  Cat adop-
tions are  at Dublin Pet Food
Express on Saturdays from 12
to 4 PM (excluding 4th Sat)
and on Sundays from 1 to 4
PM. Adoptions at Dublin
PetsMart on Saturdays from 12
to 4 PM and on Sundays from
1 to 4 PM, dog adoptions on
the 1st and 3rd Saturday of the
month from 1 to 4 PM and rab-
bit adoptions on the 2nd and
4th Saturday of the month from
1 to 4 PM.   visit www.tvar.org or
call  (925) 803-7043.

5)FOUND

 Found an animal?  Free Sec-
tion. Call Barbara 925 243-
8000 to let 48,600 house-
holds know!

7)GIVEAWAY

BLACK LAB- 14mos.
Neutered - mostly outside
- has house and cage.
925 455-1098

8)LOST

Lost a family pet?  Free Sec-
tion. Call Barbara 925 243-
8000 to let 48,600 house-
holds know!

AUTOS/MOTOR CYCLES/RV/
SUV’S/TRUCKS
7)AUTOS WANTED

DONATE VEHICLE, running or
not ACCEPTED! Free Towing.
Tax Deductible. Noahs Arc -
Support No Kill Shelters, Ani-
mal Rights, Research to Ad-
vance Veterinary Treatment/
Cures.
1-866-912-GIVE. (CAL*SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR:
Children’s Cancer Fund! Help
Save A Child’s Life Through
Research & Support! Free Va-
cation Package.  Fast, Easy &
Tax Deductible.  Call 1-800-
252-0615. (CAL*SCAN)

AUTOS WANTED $1,000 Gift.
Donate Car! IRS Deduction,
Any Condition, Lost Title OK,
help Kids. Espanol 1-888-
548-4543. (CAL*SCAN)

9) USED AUTOS

SELL YOUR USED CAR
HERE. Call Barbara  at  925-

243-8000 or go to
www.independentnews.com
Pay by Credit Card  for any
Classified or Display ads.

EMPLOYMENT
56) ADULT CARE

CAREGIVERS
NEEDED for elder care.

Light housekeeping
errands transportation

meal prep personal care.
Please fax resume

925 371-8118

60) BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

ALL CASH CANDY Route. Be
Your Own Boss. 30 machines
and candy for $9,995.
MultiVend LLC, 880 Grand
Blvd., Deer park, NY. 1-888-
625-2405. (CAL*SCAN)

A CASH COW!! All-cash vend-
ing business. You approve lo-
cations. Entire Business - $10,
970. 1-800-VENDING (1-800-
836-3464) (CAL*SCAN)

BE WARY of out of area com-
panies. Check with the local
Better Business Bureau before
you send any money or fees.
Read and understand any
contracts before you sign.
Shop around for rates.

Put your ad here! Call
Barbara at 925 243-8000

today or go on-line at
www.independentnews.com
Also available pay by Credit

Card for Classified and
Display Ads.

65)CUSTOMER SERVICE

Round Table Pizza at 4098
East Ave. Livermore is hir-
ing Pizza delivery drivers
Apply within. or call 925-
443-2700 for more info.

68)HAIR SERVICES

Stylists & Salon Manage-
ment. Great wage, bonuses,
benefits. Lowe’s Livermore
Great Clips. Call Carleigh
(877) 631-4995

71) HELP WANTED

Senior Program
Manager

The Krell Institute is
seeking a senior level in-
dividual with 15+ years of
experience and an ad-
vanced degree in a sci-
ence or engineering dis-
cipline to serve as a Pro-
gram Manager. This per-
son will be part of the
management team and
work to design, plan, lead
and execute programs
including the Department
of Energy’s prestigious
Computational Science
Graduate Fellowship pro-
gram.

Visit ‘Jobs’ at
www.krellinst.org for de-
tailed information.

AUTO SALES
No Experience Needed

Will Train
Flexible Schedule.

Full Benefits + 401K
Up to 40% Commission

Contact: Bill Sharp
925 456-1221

Livermore Auto Group
www.livermoreautogroup.com
Ford / Lincoln / Mercury

Chrysler / Jeep

CABINET SHOP
WILL TRAIN

CA Driver License A Must
(925) 294-8371

WAREHOUSE/INVENTORY
CONTROL. No exp. necessary.
We train. Heavy lifting and
good health req’d. Max age
34, H.S. Grads. Call 1-800-345-
6289. (CAL*SCAN)

Place your ad here call
Barbara 925 243-8000 or

go on-line at
www.independentnews.com
Also available pay by Credit

Card for Classified and
Display Ads.

72) HELP WANTED/DRIVERS

DRIVER: Don’t Just Start Your
Career, Start It Right! Com-
pany Sponsored CDL training
in 3 weeks. Must be 21.
 Have CDL? Tuition
Reimbursement!www.Join
CRST.com 1-800-781-2778.
(CAL*SCAN)

DRIVER - $5K SIGN-ON Bonus
for Experienced Teams: Dry
Van & Temp Control available.
O’Os & CDL-A Grads welcome.
Call Covenant 1-866-684-
2519 EOE. (CAL*SCAN)

DRIVER - CDL Training $0
down, financing by Central
Refrigerated. Drive for Central,
earn up to $40K+ 1st year! 1-
800-587-0029 x4779.
www.CentralDrivingJobs.net
(CAL*SCAN)

CALL TODAY! Guaranteed
Home Christmas! Sign-On Bo-
nus/Benefits. 36-42cpm/
$1.20pm. $0 Lease / Teams
Needed. Glass A/ 3 months re-
cent OTR required. Tollfree 1-
877-28-8782. (CAL*SCAN)

DRIVER: The respect you
deserve...Get it at Swift!! As a
truck driver with Swift Transpor-
tation, you can have it all - free-
dom, stability and outstanding
financial rewards. Call us at:
8 6 6 - 4 7 6 - 6 8 2 8 .
www.SwiftTruckingJobs.com.
EOE (CAL*SCAN)

LOOKING FOR CDL drivers
with 5+ years of experience.
Your weekly pay is based on a
rising scale of .36 -41 per mile.
McKelvey 1-800-410-6255.
(CAL*SCAN)

75)HELP WANTED SALES

AWESOME FIRST JOB!! Now
hiring motivated sharp indi-
viduals to work and travel en-
tire USA. Paid training. Trans-
portation, lodging furnished.
Call today, Start today. 1-877-
646-5050. (CAL*SCAN)

80)MISC. EMPLOYMENT

SHIPPING AND
RECEIVING CLERK

Ref # 07-072; application
deadline 1/4/2008.

Apply Online at
www.actransit.org/careers

or (510) 891-4783.
MINIMUM QUALIFICA-

TIONS REQUIRED:
Education:     Equivalent to
the completion of the 12th
grade.
Experience:   Two (2) years
of recent and verifiable ex-
perience in a materials and
inventory operations envi-
ronment performing the
duties and functions of a
Shipping and Receiving
Clerk; including at least one
(1) year of experience with
diesel or automotive parts.
L icense/Cer t i f i ca t ion :
Within thirty (30) days of ap-
pointment: (1) Must already
possess, or obtain,  and
maintain a California Class
B Driver License with a Haz-
ardous Materials endorse-
ment, and meet the District’s
safe driving standards.  (2)
Must qualify for, and pass
the District’s certification test
on forklift operation.

85)SERVICES

ASPHALT PAVING
FOREMAN

Looking for asphalt
paving foreman good pay

located in mt view also
signing bonus call
650 -948 -3274

MERCHANDISE
118) FREE/GIVEAWAY

This section is a no charge
classified section. Call 925
243-8000 ask for Barbara

121)GARAGE/FLEA MAR-
KET/YARD SALES

 Your garage sale ad can go
here. Rain or Shine! Call

Barbara 925-243-8000 or
go to

www.independentnews.com
before 8am Tuesdays to get
your ad in for the next edition.

124)HORSES/LIVESTOCK/
FARM EQUIP

8 Miniature Horses for Sale
$500.00 Each

Please Call for Details
(925) 228-8568

HORSE BOARDING
LIVERMORE/TRACY AREA

CALL 925 245-9982

125)HOUSEHOLD/YARD ITEMS

Place your household items
here for sale. Call  925 243-
8000 or go on-line at
www.independentnews.com
Also you can pay by Credit
Card for Classified
and Display Ads.

127) LOST/FOUND

This section is a no charge
classified section. Call 925
243-8000 ask for Barbara

134)STEEL BUILDINGS

STEEL BUILDINGS
30X40, 40X60, 50X100

Advertising Discount Prices
Limited, up to 50% Off. Can

erect. www.scg-grp.com
Source #OIN 831-359-6565

STEEL BUILDINGS
Buyers Market up to 50% off.
Can erect. www.scg-grp.com

Source #OEN Call Dash
Butler 510 482-9072

STEEL BUILDINGS
Buyers Market Up to

50% off. Can Erect. Call
now 510 282-2712

ALL STEEL BUILDINGS.
National Manufacturer.

40x60’ to 100x250’. Factory
direct to contractor or

customer. 1-800-658-2885
www.RigidBuilding.com

(CAL*SCAN)

PLACE  YOUR AD HERE
Call Barbara  at
 925-243-8000

NOTICES/ANNOUNCEMENTS
150)ADOPTIONS

CONSIDERING ADOPTION?
We match Birthmothers with
Families nationwide. Living
Expenses Paid. Toll Free 24/7
Abby’s One True Gift Adoptions.
1-866-459-3369. (CAL*SCAN)

153) MISCELLANEOUS

Axis Health Center
4361 Railroad Ave., Pleasan-
ton. Serves Valley residents
with emphasis on those with
low income. The center has
general medical services, fam-
ily planning, well baby, prena-
tal and maternity programs,
social services, blood pres-
sure checks, WIC food supple-
ment programs, premarital
blood test, sports/camp physi-
cals, TB screening, free trans-
portation available.    925 462-
1755

155) NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: Cali-
fornia law requires that con-
tractors taking jobs that total
$500 or more (labor and/or
materials) be licensed by the
Contractors State License
Board. State law also requires
that contractors include their
license numbers on all adver-
tising. Check your contractor’s
status at www.cslb.ca.gov or
800-321-CSLB (2752). Unli-
censed persons taking jobs
less than $500 must state in
their advertisements that they
are not licensed by the Con-
tractors State License Board.”

156)SPORTS/SIGN-UP

BASEBALL CAMPS
@ Livermore High

School
 6-11/12-18 y.o.

Dec. 26-29,  Jan. 2-5
$100 week/$175 both
DOWNLOAD SIGNUP

FORM:
http://eteamz.active.com/
AthleticsConnieMack18U/

handouts/
Email:

froshcoach08@yahoo.com
Phone: 831-710-0507

REAL ESTATE
157)APT/DUPLEX/HOUSE/
RENTAL

GOT A HOUSE FOR RENT? Let
the 47,000+ households that
read the Independent find out
about it. . To place an ad go to
www.independentnews.com
or call Barbara at 925 243-
8000

160)BOAT/RV and RETAIL

LOOKING FOR RETAIL
OR

STORAGE SPACE?
Great Location Off Hwy 580

On Kitty Hawk Road
For Details Email:

Pmatharu@lagmail.net

162) HOUSE/ROOM FOR RENT

Place a classified ad here Call
Barbara 925 243-8000 Tues-
days be fore 8am. or go to
www.independentnews.com
Also you can pay by Credit
Card for Classified and Dis-
play ads.

163) HOMES/TOWNHOUSE
FOR SALE

“FOR SALE WITH OWNER”
HOMES

 Help-U-Sell Tri-Valley
See our website for our com-
plete list of Open Homes, with
addresses, prices, owners’
phone numbers etc.
www.helpuselltrivalley.com
925-484-1000

168)LAND FOR SALE/OUT
OF STATE

CLOSEOUT SALE 36 AC -
$29,900. Price is drastically re-
duced by motivated seller.
Beautiful setting with fresh
mountain air. Abundant wild-
life. Secluded with good ac-
cess. Financing available. Eu-
reka Springs Ranch is offered
by AZLR. ADWR report avail.
Call 1-877-301-5263.
(CAL*SCAN)

NEW MEXICO SACRAFICE!
140 acres was $149,900, Now
Only $69,900. Amazing 6000ft.
elevation. Incredible mountain
views. Mature tree cover. Power
& year rounds roads. Excellent
financing. Priced for quick sale.
Call NML&R, Inc. 1-888-204-
9760. (CAL*SCAN)

SO. COLORADO RANCH Sale
35 Acres - $39,900. Spectacu-
lar Rocky Mtn. Views Year
round access, elec/tele in-
cluded. Excellent Financing
available w/low down pay-
ment. Call Red Creek Land Co.
Today! 1-866-696-5263
x3155 (CAL*SCAN)

BULK LAND SALE 40 acres -
$39,900. Moses Lake, Wash-
ington. Priced for quick sale.
Beautiful land, interesting to-
pography, good views & set-
ting, abundant wildlife. Sur-
veyed on maintained road. Fi-
nancing available. Call WALR
1-866-585-5687

1ST TIME OFFERED (Wash-
ington) Old Farm Liquidation.
River Access & views. 5-15 AC
from $69,900. Recently an-
nexed into city of Colfax allows
subdivision of enchanting old
farm. Gorgeous land & setting.
Limited available. EZ Terms
Call WALR 1-866-836-9152.
(CAL*SCAN)

IST TIME OFFERED Utah
Ranch Dispersal. 40 AC only
$29,900. Foothills of Uinta
Mountains Gorgeous views.
Beautiful land & setting. Great
recreational area. Accessed
by county roads. Offered by
motivated seller. Limited avail-
able. EZ Terms. Call UTLR 1-
888-693-5263. (CAL*SCAN)

PRICED FOR QUICK SALE -
Nevada 5 acres - $19,900.
Beautiful building site with
electric & county maintained
roads. 360 degree views.
Great recreational opportuni-
ties. Financing available. Call
now! 1-877-349-0822.
(CAL*SCAN)

TEXAS LAND LIQUIDATION!
20-acres, Near Booming El
Paso. Good Road Access. Only
$14,900. $200/down, $145/
month. Money Back Guaran-
tee! 1-800-776-1954
www.SunsetRanches.com
(CAL*SCAN)

170)MANUTACTURED/MO-
BILE HOMES

NEW WHOLESALE MANU-
FACTURED Homes direct to
the public are now approved
in California and immediate
surrounding states. Call for
free & comprehensive infor-
mation packet. 1-866-467-
8811. (CAL*SCAN)

180)RENTAL/STORAGE
SPACE

HEIDI’S BEAUTY SALON
In Downtown Pleasanton

has Rental Space for a Nail
Tech or Stylist. Price

Negotiable. Call
925 462-2420

BARN STORAGE
or

SHOP  SPACE
925 447-6345

SERVICES
182)BUSINESS SERVICES

ADVERTISE! Newspaper ad-
vertising works! Reach 6 mil-
lion Californians! 240 news-
papers statewide. $550 for a
25-word classified ad. Call
(916) 288-6019
e l i z a b e t h @ c n p a . c o m
w w w . C a l - S C A N . c o m
(CAL*SCAN)

DISPLAY ADVERTISING!
Reach over 3 million Califor-
nians in 140 community news-
papers. Cost $1,800 for a
3.75”x2” display ad (Super
value that works out to about
$12.86 per newspaper). Call

(916) 288-6019
e l i z a b e t h @ c n p a . c o m
w w w . C a l - S C A N . c o m
(CAL*SCAN)

NEWS OR PRESS RELEASE
SERVICE? The California
Press Release Service is the
only service with 500
current daily, weekly and col-
lege newspaper contact
in California. Questions
 call (916) 288-6010.
www.CaliforniaPressRelease
Service.com (CAL*SCAN)

183)FINANCIAL SERVICES

MONEY TO LOAN IN$TANT

AUTO TITLE LOAN$: Get
Ca$h in 60 minutes! Bad
credit? No credit? No Problem!
Drive Your Car! Quick and con-
fidential! Easy Online Applica-
tion: www.InstantAutoTitle
Loans.com  Tollfree 24/7. 1-
877-562-6019, Serving Cali-
fornia. (CAL*SCAN)

185)FURNITURE REFINISH/
RESTORE

Furniture Refinishing &
Restorations
Over 20 years

experience.  Free
estimates.  Pick up and

delivery available.
Call (510) 205-0146 or

email
Maxrestore@yahoo.com

189)HANDYMAN SERVICES

AAA HANDYMAN
SERVICES

BIG OR SMALL
WE DO IT ALL!
925 548-4202

190)HOME SERVICES

YOUR PERSONAL
ASSISTANT!

I CAN HELP WITH
ERRANDS, HOMECARE

AND OTHER TASKS.

www.mariapena.com
925/292-8811

mia_conciergeservice
@yahoo.com

195)TIMESHARES/RESORTS

TIMESHARE!!! PAYING TO
MUCH  4 maintenance fees
and taxes?  Sell/rent your time-
share for cash. No Commis-
sions/Broker Fees.
1 - 8 7 7 - 8 6 8 - 1 9 3 1
www.BuyATimeshare.com
(CAL*SCAN)

RedWeek.com #1
TIMESHARE MARKET-
PLACE. Rent, buy, sell,

reviews, New full-service
exchange! Compare prices

at 5000+ resorts.
B4U do anything timeshare,

visit www.
RedWeek.com, consider

options. (CAL*SCAN)

Put your ad here! Call
Barbara at 925 243-8000

today or go on-line at
www.independentnews.com
Also available pay by Credit

Card for Classified and
Display Ads.

Open Houses

 CLASSIFIEDS Place your ad online at www.independentnews.com
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Kilimanjaro doesn’t require tech-
nical skills and average people
can do it if they’re in good shape.
The seven Rotarians all keep fit,
but aren’t mountain-climbers per
se.

Interviewed earlier this year,
Voss-Quinn commented, “We’re
just a group of guys with a sense
of adventure. We like to combine
having fun with a greater purpose.
Hey, we want to prove that old
geezers can make a difference!”

The Rotarians, accompanied
by porters, ascended Kilimanjaro
in August. It took them seven
days to go up, two days to come
down. They spent five to eight
hours a day climbing. It was sav-
agely cold at times and the air
was thin. Going to the “bath-
room” was a chore. They con-

sumed four liters of water a day.
They ate well. The porters were
enormously resourceful and help-
ful.

“The whole experience was an
adventure,” says Voss-Quinn.

She had an unforgettable ex-
perience one night when she left
the tent and looked skyward. In
the crystal clear air, the heavens
were ablaze, with so many stars
visible that they covered the sky
like a sheet and not even one
black space could be seen amidst
all the light. “It was absolutely
gorgeous,” she says.

“I’m pleased all seven of us
reached the summit,” says Voss-
Quinn. “That tells you that when
it comes to climbing a mountain
for a good cause, even old gee-
zers can make it.”

CLIMB
(continued from page one)

An initiative petition being
circulated would ask voters to au-
thorize a $6.8 billion bond for
statewide water improvements, if
it were placed on the ballot.

The title says the initiative is
for drinking water, water conser-
vation and water protection. The
proponents for this measure are
state Sens. Don Perata and
Michael J. Machado. Both are
Democrats. Part of Perata’s senate
district includes Livermore.
Machado represents San Joaquin
County.

The proponents need to col-
lect signatures from 433,971 reg-
istered voters to qualify the mea-
sure for the ballot. Signatures must
be collected by May 12, 2008.
The estimated cost to the state
would be $13.3 billion over 30
years to pay the $6.8 billion prin-
cipal and the $6.5 million inter-
est. Annual payments are esti-
mated at $445 million per year.

The bond money would be al-
located with 29 percent going to
such things as water conservation,
reclamation, and distribution and
storage, all geared toward water
supply reliability. Approximately
35 percent would go to Delta
sustainability, including ecosys-
tem improvements. Some 16 per-
cent would support statewide con-
servation and pollution cleanup
projects. Another 16 percent
would go to prevent or reduce
contamination of ground water.
About 4 percent would support
statewide water recycling
projects.

Zone 7 general manager Jill
Duerig said that she hasn’t stud-
ied the initiative proposal in de-
tail. However, the summary she
has seen “hits all the points that
we at Zone 7 feel are needed to
have a comprehensive solution”
for the state’s water supply.

“Sometimes people say, ‘Just

In a search for new ways to
increase voter registration, two
Assembly committees are ex-
ploring how to use personal on-
line meeting rooms such as
MySpace to spread the word.

The committees — one on
elections and the other on
internet media— held a hearing
Dec. 10 in Los Angeles to learn
from people already encourag-
ing the on-line proselytizing.

Rock the Vote, an organiza-
tion dedicated to getting young
people registered, talked about
its on-line program to download
an application for registration,
said Dana Mitchell, chief con-
sultant to the Assembly Commit-
tee on Arts, Entertainment,
Sports, Tourism and Internet
Media. Currently, voters can’t
complete the registration itself
on-line.

Mitchell said that Rock the
Vote came up with a handy pro-
gram, known as a widget, which
is available free to anyone who
wants to download it so they
have an application to mail in.
TV star Tyra Banks put the wid-
get on her web site, resulting in
200,000 voters nationwide
downloading the widget in one
day, said Mitchell.

The committees learned that
many people don’t like to inter-
act with government. “If the state
of California came knocking on
your door and said, ‘We want to
register you to vote,’ it might be
put-offish. However, if a friend
puts a widget on a My Space or
Face Book page, (a citizen might
register),” said Mitchell.

Friends trust friends, and they

Petition Seeks $6 Billion Bond For WaterOn-line Friends Are
Boosting Voter Registration

do the ecosystem improve-
ments,’ or ‘Let’s do storage.’ I
don’t think that will solve prob-
lems. We  have to come up with
an overarching plan. That’s what
people are working on,” said
Duerig.

If the initiative makes it to
the ballot, the Zone 7 board le-
gally can endorse it, said Duerig.

 Zone 7 staff has let the area’s
legislators know  what kind of
things are good for Zone 7, with-
out formal board endorsement.
Duerig sent a five-page letter to
Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger’s
office on Nov. 13 that touted the
big picture including water stor-

age, ground-water protection, use
efficiency and demand reduction.
It provied the governor with an
overview of the efforts that Zone
7 has made on those subjects.

Zone 7 is one of 29 state wa-
ter contractors that take part in
the state water project (SWP).
The SWP obtains its water pri-
marily from Sierra snow-melt,

and uses the Delta as a conduit
to convey water to its customers.
The SWP provides about 80 per-
cent of Zone 7’s water. Zone 7’s
share of the SWP amounts to 2
percent, because that was its ob-
ligation in the building and fi-
nancing of the project, and its
continuing maintenance.

talk about mutual interests among
the circles of friends they de-
velop on these web pages,
Mitchell said. Some even post
videos of candidates, and what
they said, so the interest in vot-
ing grows naturally. “By prolif-
erating the opportunities to reg-
ister to vote, and proliferating the
information shared among
trusted friend sources, we hope
to encourage nontraditional vot-
ers to participate in (the election
process),” Mitchell said.

BOWEN TALKS ABOUT
PORTABILITY

Secretary of State Deborah
Bowen also testified before the
committees. She said that elec-
tion law currently confines ac-
tual voter registration itself to
paper, even specifying the kind
of paper on which voter registra-
tion applications must be printed.
If California wants to allow on-
line registration, the law needs
to be amended to allow computer
registration.

Mitchell reported that Bowen
said she believes there can be a
statewide voter registration data
base on-line in 2009. That would
enable voters to register state-
wide, and carry their registration
with them anytime they move,
instead of having to register
again in a new precinct. Bowen
invited the legislators to study
that idea.

Although registration on-line
looks possible in the near future,
voting on-line is still a long way
off, said Mitchell. Bowen told the
committees that it is still far too
difficult to police against voter
on-line fraud.

Livermore City Coun-
cilmember Marj Leider has en-
dorsed Scott Kamena in his bid
for the the 15th Assembly Dis-
trict seat.  Leider, a Republican,
has served 4 years on the Liver-
more City Council and was re-
elected to a second term in No-
vember.

“Scott is a trusted and re-
spected leader in the commu-
nity,” said Leider. “From his
work with youth at the YMCA
to his leadership and vision as
an elected Parks Director, he has
proven his dedication to the re-
gion. Scott is effective, articulate
and charismatic. He will repre-

sent us well in Sacramento.”
In June, Kamena’s campaign

reported raising more money
than all other candidates com-
bined. Kamena’s campaign web-
site, www.ScottKamena.com,
currently lists more district en-
dorsements than any other can-
didate for Assembly.

“I am running for Assembly
to make a difference for the com-
munity that I love and grew up
in,” said Kamena. “I am honored
to receive the support of Coun-
cilwoman Leider and so many
other individuals throughout the
District. They will make the dif-
ference in June.”

Leider Endorses Kamena
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By Victoria Kamerzell
In April 1987, the Livermore

residents at the Vineyard Village
senior community buried a time
capsule. On December 11, 2007
the time capsule was dug up. Vir-
ginia Souza, 90, has been a resi-
dent at Vineyard Village since
1985. She was there when the
capsule was buried.

“This has been so many years
ago. I can’t remember what I put
in,” said Souza.

Manager Ernestine Giddens
described the capsule’s unveil-
ing as “a time of remembrance.”
The capsule contained newspa-
per clippings dating back as far
as 1980. There was also a taped
recording of the Vineyard Village
choral group and several packets
of Polaroid photos.

One photograph showed three
women wearing Hawaiian dresses
with flower leis around their
necks. Another photograph from
the same envelope showed the
complex’s former manager
dressed in a toga. “Halloween”
was written below the picture.

Some of the residents wrote
letters to future tenants who
would inhabit their old rooms.
One resident choose a card with
a quote, “walking through life

Time Capsule Holds
Memories of 25 Years Ago

I’ve discovered the hands of
friendship touch like no other.”
Next to the card she included a
photograph of a small white dog
with a bright blue scrunchie in
his hair.

The time capsule was discov-
ered when the complex’s main-
tenance man read a framed letter
mentioning the capsule that was
hanging on the wall of the recre-
ation room. When he brought the
letter to the management’s atten-
tion, they opened up the frame.
Along with an envelope ad-
dressed to the “2007 Manager”
was a map of the capsule’s loca-
tion. It was buried under several
bricks next to a water foundation.
The foundation was outside the
room where the framed letter had
hung.

The management threw a
party on December 11th to cel-
ebrate the capsule as well as the
holidays. Music was provided
along with salad, pizza and birth-
day cake. Some of the residents
decorated the Christmas tree in
the center of the recreation room
while others danced or studied
the capsule’s contents.

In January 2008 the time cap-
sule will be re-buried. All of the
residents are encouraged to in-

clude something. Giddens said
she hopes the generation of se-
niors who open the capsule will
be provided for. She worries
about how escalating health
costs might affect seniors’ future.

The original capsule included
a speech written for its’ burial. It
was dated March 29th 1987, five
years after Vineyard Village was
opened. The speech mentions a
survey that was handed out to the
complex’s seventy-three resi-
dents. Forty-two residents an-
swered it.

The survey participants were
from twenty-one different states
and four foreign countries. They
had ninety-two children, two
hundred and fifteen grandchil-
dren and ninety-nine great grand-
children. Together their profes-
sions included work as a bar-
tender, homemaker, juvenile pro-
bation counselor, coal miner and
trapeze performer.

Most of the residents have
changed since 1987. However,
the description of Vineyard Vil-
lage seems to remain the same.
Nearly every resident I spoke
with described the community as
“a family.” The same phrase is
repeatedly used in letters written
by the former residents.

ministrators I have ever met. I
believe she will use her experi-
ence and enthusiasm as she leads
Las Positas College.”

While at the College of Lake
County, Pollard served as the
chief academic officer of the Col-
lege. She served as a co-leader of
the College’s accreditation ac-
tion team on institutional gover-
nance, and negotiated the first
adjunct and full-time faculty bar-
gaining agreements in the short-
est period of time in the College’s
history.  She also developed and
implemented a plan to assess stu-
dent learning outcomes and pro-
vided oversight of construction
and renovation projects for sev-
eral College programs and ser-
vices.

She has been active in her
community, developing and
strengthening college partner-
ships with high schools, govern-
mental agencies and organiza-
tions, social service organiza-
tions and business and industry.

Pollard received her Ph.D. in
Educational Leadership and
Policy Studies in Higher Educa-
tion from Loyola University in
Chicago, and both her Master of
Arts and Bachelor of Arts degrees
in English from Iowa State Uni-
versity.

She is expected to begin as
President of Las Positas College
on February 25, 2008 pending
final settlement of her employ-
ment contract.

PRESIDENT
(continued from page one)
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Trees are decorated for the holidays in front of the Livermore Plaza.

By Patricia Koning
Last week, the Livermore

School Board held a public hear-
ing on two petitions by the Liv-
ermore Charter Learning Corpo-
ration (LCLC).  No decision was
made on either of the petitions.

On Nov. 15, LCLC presented
the Livermore Valley Joint Uni-
fied School District (LVJUSD)
with two petitions. One is for the
Livermore Valley Charter Prep
High School. The other petition
is for a renewal of the Livermore
Valley Charter School (LVCS).
The prep school would serve a
total of 540 students in grades 9-
12. The academic program will
be focused on college prep, with
students having to meet the UC
and CSU admission requirements
to graduate.

At the public hearing three
parents of LVCS students spoke
in favor of the Prep High School.
Current overcrowding at
Livermore’s two comprehensive
high schools was cited as a rea-
son to allow the Prep High
School. Currently, both Liver-
more and Granada High Schools
are operating above capacity.
Plans for a Catholic High School
have been put on indefinite hold.

“I urge you to approve this
charter so we can give our chil-
dren a choice of a third high

Livermore School Board to Decide
On Charter Petitions Next Month

school in Livermore,” said par-
ent Roxanne Kusske.

“I believe my support for the
charter school does not diminish
my support for District schools,”
said Leila Epperson, a parent of
two children at Livermore High
School and one at LVCS. “The
charter high school would
complement the District’s mis-
sion to educate all students in the
community because all students
learn differently.”

The proposed Prep High
School would open in the fall of
2008 with ninth grade and add
one grade level each year until
2012, when the first class would
graduate.

Last January, the LVJUSD
Board conditionally approved
two petitions, one for an “Acad-
emy” serving grades 8 and 9 and
the other for a “Preparatory” serv-
ing grades 10-12. After LCLC
leadership revised their plans to
a single traditional high school,
LVJUSD determined that the
changes were significant enough
to warrant a formal review of the
new Prep High School petition.

The previous approvals were
contingent on LCLC meeting a
long list of requirements, which
covered diversity and financial
stability among other issues.
LCLC Board President Bill

Batchelor thinks changes imple-
mented over the past year have
addressed all of those issues.

The Livermore Valley Char-
ter School (LVCS) was approved
by the State in late 2004 after
being rejected by both the
LVJUSD Board and the Alameda
County Office of Education.
Charter school law stipulates that
schools must first approach their
local school board before appeal-
ing to the county and state.

The petition for the renewal
of the LVCS petition does not
make any changes to the aca-
demic program or school struc-
ture. LVCS serves 865 students
and has waiting lists in all grade
levels except eighth, which has
three openings. The school has
received WASC accreditation
and exceeded all state and fed-
eral academic targets.

The LVJUSD Board must vote
to deny or approve the petitions
within 60 days of the submission
date, by Jan. 15. The Board is
scheduled to make those deci-
sions at its Jan. 8 meeting.

“I believe our academic track
record and strong parental sup-
port speak for themselves,” says
LVCS Principal Tara Aderman. “I
look forward to further strength-
ening our relationship with the
District as we move ahead on
these two petitions.”

After one-and-one-half years
of establishing the groundwork
for the Tri-Valley Youth Courts,
the first sessions will be held Jan.
8 in Superior Court in Pleasan-
ton.

The first session will consist
of mock trials, as a test run for all
participants. The regular trials
will begin Feb. 5, and be held on
the first Tuesday of every month.
There will be four trials in each
of three courtrooms. Each of the
participating cities — Livermore,
Pleasanton and Dublin — will
have its own courtroom.

The basic feature of the youth
court is a trial by a teenager’s
peers. Its mission is to empower
youth to take an active role in
their own rehabilitation by offer-
ing them an opportunity to take

responsibility for their own ac-
tions.

Only teens accused of first-
time minor violations are eligible
for being tried in the court. Par-
ticipants are screened by the dis-
trict attorney’s office to deter-
mine who is appropriate. Taking
part in the screening are high
school counselors and school re-
source officers from the police
departments.

A “defendant” admits the ac-
tion of which he or she is accused
and chooses to participate in the
Youth Court. The case is heard
within 2 to 4 weeks.

A judge presides over the
cases. The youth jurors are ex-
pected to ask questions of the
defendant.  Restitution and
apologies are expected of con-
victed defendants. They also

may avoid a criminal record, and
stay out of the criminal justice
system. By choosing the youth
court trial, defendants incur the
obligation of later having to
serve on the youth jury.

Experience in other cities
shows that former defendants are
some of the sternest jurors, be-
cause they have a good sense of
whether a defendant is trying to
get away with something, said
Diane Jeronimo, executive direc-
tor of the youth courts.

The courts were established
by the school districts in Liver-
more, Pleasanton and Dublin, the
police departments in the three
cities, Alameda County Proba-
tion Department, and Horizons,
a counseling service operated by
the Livermore Police Depart-
ment.

Youth Court To Begin Next Month


