
ELECTION ROUND-UP
Cable Channel TV-30, the Tri-Valley’s commu-

nity television station, will air election results on
a live special report, Tuesday, November 7 start-
ing at 8:00 p.m. on Channel 30.

Hosted by veteran reporters, Carolyn Siegfried
and Robin Fahr, the broadcast will provide up to
the minute election results  of all the races on Tri-
Valley ballots.

The election coverage will include live field
reports, live results analysis, interviews at cam-
paign headquarters with local leaders and candi-
dates in most of the hotly contested races. Expert
analysis  and commentary will be provided by Tim
Hunt, former Editor and Associate  Publisher of
the “Tri-Valley Herald;” Jeb Bing, Publisher/Edi-
tor of “Pleasanton Weekly,” and Tri-Valley elected
officials.

Derek Highsmith, TV30’s News Producer says,
“We’ll be covering over 50 races, probably the
most we have covered in recent years. Our report-

On November 7,  The Independent recommends:
(i indicates incumbent)

Pleasanton Mayor:  Jennifer Hosterman (i)

Pleasanton City Council: Brian Arkin and Jerry Thorne  (i)

Pleasanton Measure P (Bernal Park): Yes

Livermore Board of Education:
William Dunlop (i)  and Anne White  (i)

11th Congressional District: Jerry McNerney

10th Congressional District: Ellen Tauscher  (i)

East Bay Regional Park District, Ward 5: Ayn Wieskamp  (i)

State Proposition 90: No

15th Assembly District: Terry Coleman

18th Assembly District: Mary Hayashi

10th State Senate District: Ellen Corbett

Superior Court Judge:  Dennis Hayashi

ers will be in the field closely following the Pleas-
anton Mayoral, Pleasanton City Council, and Dub-
lin City Council races.”

Laura Bush and Bill Clinton campaign for can-
didates: The candidates for the 11th Congressional
District brought in top names to campaign for them
this past week.

First Lady Laura Bush led a rally for incumbent
Rep. Richard Pombo, R-Tracy, in Pleasanton on Fri-
day.

Former President Bill Clinton campaigned with
Jerry McNerney at a Get out the Vote Rally on
Wednesday in Stockton for Democratic candidates
for local, state, and federal office.

McNerney’s challenge to incumbent Republi-
can Richard Pombo has recently emerged as one of
the hottest Congressional races in the country.

Laura Bush is viewed as a GOP campaign star
and has appeared in recent days on behalf of Re-

publicans in Florida, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin.
She has considerably higher approval ratings than
her husband. In February, the Gallup Poll reported
that 82 percent of Americans approved of the job
Laura Bush is doing as first lady, nearly 30 points
higher than her husband’s rating.

Coleman on Prop. 90: Democratic Assembly
candidate Terry Coleman (D-Danville) today an-
nounced his opposition to Proposition 90, calling
the eminent domain initiative a “taxpayer trap that
will cost billions and threaten our environment.”

Coleman’s opponent, Assemblymember Guy
Houston (R-Livermore) supports Proposition 90.

 “Prop 90 would be a disaster for our communi-
ties, our environment, and for taxpayers,” said
Coleman. “It will result in more bureaucracy and
more red tape. On top of that, it would severely
limit our ability to enact and enforce the laws that
protect our open spaces, farmland, and air and wa-

ter quality.”
The nonpartisan Legislative Analyst cites “po-

tentially major future costs” to deal with regula-
tory takings provisions in Prop 90 and “potentially
major changes in governmental costs to acquire
property for public purposes.”

 The measure, says Coleman, also would dra-
matically reduce resources available for local po-
lice and fire protection, emergency response, and
other critical local services by forcing local gov-
ernments to pay billions of dollars to enact mea-
sures that protect communities.

Coleman joins the California League of Con-
servation Voters, Consumers Coalition of Califor-
nia, California Chamber of Commerce, California
Nurses Association, California Farm Bureau Fed-
eration and more than 100 other groups in oppos-
ing the initiative. Local newspapers, including the
Sacramento Bee, Contra Costa Times, San Fran-

(See ELECTION, page 4)

Intercollegiate basketball ar-
rives in the Tri-Valley on Tues-
day, November 7th beginning at
5:30 p.m. The Las Positas Col-
lege Hawks will hit the hardwood
with a men’s and women’s his-

toric, home opening double
header at “The Nest” - the new
gymnasium at Las Positas Col-
lege.

The men will take on the Col-
lege of Marin with tip off at 6

p.m. and the women will take the
floor at 8 p.m. versus Diablo Val-
ley College.

To celebrate this historic
event there will be basketball,
food, music and lots of prizes and
give-aways from the Golden State
Warriors, KKIQ and the Tri-
Valley’s two new hometown col-
lege teams, the LPC Hawks. Other
prizes include a Mexico vaca-
tion for four and two digital cam-
eras. Between games, area high
school boys and girls basketball
standouts will take part in a 3-
point shoot out.

District board member  Bar-
bara Mertes will serve as honor-
ary assistant coach for the men’s
basketball game. Mertes served
as the founding Dean of Las
Positas College and was instru-
mental in securing funding for
many of the buildings on cam-
pus.

Admission is $5 for adults and
$3 for children. Students with a
valid student body card will be
admitted free. Also, because the
game is being held on election
night, admission is free  with a
ballot receipt or “I Voted” sticker.

Las Positas College is located
a 3033 Collier Canyon Road in
Livermore.

Basketball  is the third inter-
collegiate sport at the college.
The Hawks already field men’s
and women’s teams in cross coun-
try and soccer.

College Hoops Come to Livermore

Pleasanton residents will choose a new mayor
and two new councilmembers on November 7.
They are also being asked to ratify a plan for a
“grand park” on the city-owned portion of the
Bernal property.

Most of the attention has been on the mayor's
race. The council campaign, in comparison, has
been fairly low key.

Mayoral candidates are incumbent Jennifer
Hosterman and challenger, Councilmember Steve
Brozosky.

Council candidates are incumbent Jerry Thorne
and challengers Brian Arkin, Cheryl Cook-Kallio
and Dan Faustina. With Brozosky running for
mayor, there is one seat open.

The campaign for mayor has been most notable
for its accusations back and forth.

Among the issues raised in the mayor’s race is
Hosterman’s use of a city owned computer in her
home to produce campaign flyers, respond to in-
quiries and send out information about her cam-
paign. Hosterman has apologized for her actions.
The city has referred Hosterman’s action to the
Alameda County District Attorney..

City Manager Nelson Fialho said he did not

expect a decision from the district attorney prior
to the election. “It is  common for the DA’s
office  to get this type of stuff. The practice is
not to influence elections by issuing an opin-
ion prior to the vote,” said Fialho.

Her opponent, Steve Brozosky, has been
accused of financial gain through the promo-
tion of his software through contacts he has
made as an elected official. He has contact with
officials from other cities from meetings he at-
tends. In addition, he has given a talk to the
League of California Cities about the use of
software packages to improve efficiencies.
Brozosky said that he does make money from
his software package. He does work with cities.
However, when giving the talk, for example,
he did not mention the name of his company.

Traffic and housing were the top issues dur-
ing both the council and mayor campaigns.

All of the candidates agree on protecting
the housing cap,  building senior housing on
Staples Ranch; and working on a regional ba-
sis to improve traffic on the freeways.

The candidates for mayor differ on devel-

Focus Has Been on Mayor's Race

(See PLEASANTON, page 8)
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Mike Gammage (23) holds the ball in preparation to starting a
drill during practice in preparation for the first intercollegiate
game in Livermore.

Citizens
Push To
Open Up
Stoneridge
Drive

 Pleasanton residents near the
east end of Stoneridge Drive
have been vocal since May 2005
about trying to block extension
of that street to El Charro Road
and ultimately to Livermore.
Now they have opposition in the
form of a grassroots organization
that wants the extension put
through.

The pro-extension group has
endorsed Steve Brozosky for
mayor and councilman Jerry
Thorne and newcomer Cheryl
Cooke-Kallio for the city coun-
cil.

The residents formed their
pro-extension group recently.
Their website is
www.stoppleasantongridlock.com.

Although the group began
with just a handful of neighbors,
it has generated so much inter-
est that a total of 150 people
turned out at two community
meetings that it sponsored. One
was with Mayor Jennifer Hoster-
man and councilmember Matt
Sullivan, the other with
councilmembers Steve
Brozosky and Jerry Thorne.

The councilmembers re-
quested the meetings on their
own, said Nancy Allen, a spokes-
person for the group.

Most of the concerned people
live in various tracts near Valley
Avenue, and also near Santa Rita
Road, which feeds big flows of
traffic onto Valley. One major
trouble spot is where Valley
moves eastward from Santa Rita
Road to the intersection where
Valley  becomes  Bernal Avenue,
at Stanley Boulevard.

Allen said that the root of the
problem is that Valley Avenue is
already full to capacity, as stated

(See STONERIDGE, page 2)

The Livermore Area Recre-
ation and Park District, Liver-
more City Council and Liver-
more Valley Joint Unified School
District governing bodies were
on hand for a presentation
Wednesday from a representative
of the Josephson Institute of Eth-
ics on its Character Counts pro-
gram.

The Foundation developed
and provides training the pro-
gram. The school district has al-
ready launched a pilot program
at several schools. The results
will be presented to the school
board in January. A decision
would be made at that time on
whether to take the program
districtwide.

In the meantime, a subcom-

Livermore Looks
Into Character
Counts Program

mittee comprised of two repre-
sentatives form each of the city’s
governing bodies will be meet-
ing to discuss how the program
might be implemented citywide.
The subcommittee will put to-
gether a recommendation, which
will be sent to each of the gov-
erning bodies for discussion and
ratification.

Mayor Marshall Kamena
commented, “I think there is
some enthusiasm for the subcom-
mittee to put together a recom-
mendation.”

LARPD Board President Scott
Kamena said it would be helpful
to have endorsements of all the
boards.

The Character Counts pro-
(See CHARACTER, page 2)

Four Run for Three School Board Seats
Four candidates are running

for three available seats on the
Livermore School Board this
November.

Seeking reelection are Will-
iam Dunlop and Anne White. The
newcomers are Kate Runyon and
McKinley Day. This campaign
has been very low key, with no
controversial issues surfacing.

Among the issues are district
test scores, inequities among the
elementary schools, retaining
teachers, and a third high school.

All of the candidates said test-
ing will continue at all levels.

When it comes to the number
of tests that students are required
to take, Day said, “It doesn’t mat-
ter whether testing is good or bad,
it’s reality.” He added that he

teaches to testing. In the learn-
ing process, students learn how
to recognize problems and an-
swer questions.

Day’s main interest would be
to raise the level of math test
scores in the district.  “Teachers
and schools are responsible for
educating all students,” Day
commented. He would like to
take his experience as a tutor and
put it to use in Livermore
schools by acting as a math coun-
selor for the district. He said he
would recommend programs that
he feels would work to improve
math grades.

Dunlop said there are two
types of achievement gaps. There
is one gap for students who are
not performing at grade level.

That represents an achievement
gap the district needs to deal
with. The other is an individual
gap, where kids are not doing as
well as they could. They need
programs to help them perform
better, programs such as Math
Counts.

He believes that testing is
good, because it creates an ex-
pectation of what children
should learn. Testing also ensures
some uniformity in what students
learn.

Runyon noted that while we
are concerned about the low
achieving students, we can’t for-
get about the rest of the kids,
Runyon added. We have to hire
the best people available and re-

(See SCHOOL BOARD, page 3)

The red-legged frog species,
whose habitat is found in the
Valley, will be protected from 66
of the most toxic pesticides used
in California, thanks to an agree-
ment reached by environmental-
ists and the federal Environmen-
tal Protection Agency.

The agreement, which is ex-
pected to be approved by a fed-
eral court in San Francisco, pro-
hibits use of the pesticides in or

Rules Have Been Established For
Oversight Of Pesticides On Frog Habitat

near the core habitats of the frog
until there has been a consulta-
tion between EPA and the U.S.
Fish & Wildlife Service (FWS) to
ensure that the chemicals are not
posing a danger to the species or
contributing to its decline.

The settlement was the result
of a suit filed in 2002 by the Cen-
ter for Biological Diversity
(CBD), which has been vigilant
in protecting the red-legged frog

and other threatened or endan-
gered species that are found in
the Valley.

CBD conservation director
Peter Galvan said in a formal
statement issued Oct. 19 that the
EPA “must now ensure that pes-
ticide applicators look before
they leap into activities that can
harm (Mark) Twain’s frog or

(See HABITAT, page 3)
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Signs are part of the campaign. These were at the Vintage Hills Shopping Center.
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in a city traffic report published
in 2003. Stoneridge needs to be
extended to take the traffic pres-
sure off Valley, she said.

Residents who oppose ex-
tending Stoneridge say that com-
muters would come into their
neighborhood in droves from In-
terstate 580 to cut over to Inter-
state 680.

However, Allen countered that
few would be interested in trav-
eling a route adding “15 or 20
stoplights” to their journey, and
then re-enter a congested freeway.

Traffic engineers were not
available before the
Independent’s deadline. How-
ever, Hosterman said that it’s not
clear right now that there would
be that many stoplights along
the route. She said that a study
updating the 2003 report will be
published in a month. Staff will
have a better indication of what
might be done.

Hosterman also said that her
experience as a representative to
the Congestion Management
Authority (CMA) shows that “if
we punched through Stoneridge
Drive today, it would look like I-
580 in peak commute hours. I’m
not going to let that happen to
my town.”

Widening Interstate 580
would help greatly to halt the
temptation for cut-through traf-
fic, said Hosterman. She said that
once the new traffic study is pub-

lished, the city can go to work
on traffic-calming measures.

Allen maintains that the prob-
lem is local traffic, not cut-
through, whether now or in the
future.  She quoted the city’s
study that said anywhere from 85
to 97 percent of the traffic at the
Valley/Santa Rita intersection in
the late afternoon and evening is
just Pleasanton traffic trying to
get home.

Since 1990, Pleasanton has
added 7000 homes and 25,000
jobs, according to city figures,
said Allen. However, Stanley
Boulevard is still the only east-
ern gateway to the city, and that
has put incredible pressure on
Valley Avenue, said Allen. She
said it’s time for the city to open
Stoneridge Drive, especially
since it has more than $2 million
already allocated for the project.

Hosterman said that $2 mil-
lion is nowhere near enough to
do the job.

Assistant city manager Steve
Bocian said that $2.3 million has
accumulated in the Stoneridge
Drive fund from developers in the
area.

 However, that money is for
improvements in the entire area,
not specifically for extending the
road, he said. The funds could
also go for “soundwalls, park im-
provements, or a whole host of
improvements that the city is re-
sponsible for,” explained Bocian.

STONERIDGE
(continued from page one)

Allen cited data from the city
traffic report to show how
jammed the intersections become
during rush hours.  There are un-
acceptable levels of service “at
critical intersections,” says the
report. At Valley Avenue and
Busch Road, morning commute
traffic is at F level, which is be-
low acceptable standards.

The evening and morning
traffic are at E level, which is
within acceptable standards, but
not by much.  It is still very
crowded, with delays. Safety is
another concern.

The Valley/Santa Rita inter-
section had the worst record in a
city survey done between Sep-
tember 2002 and September
2004. The traffic report logged
29 collisions there, including 16
with injuries. The runner-up was
Stanley/Valley/Bernal with 23
collisions, 14 with injuries.

Cooke-Kallio is the only can-
didate who said she thinks the
extension should be built. Other
candidates support the memoran-
dum of understanding with
Alameda County that retains the
right-of-way for the extension.
Under the memorandum, the city
would make the final determina-
tion as to whether the extension
is built.

Arkin has said the road should
be removed from the general
plan.

Cooke-Kallio said that if the

extension were kept in the gen-
eral plan, it would avoid the ex-
pense of having to do another
EIR, if the city at some future time
decided to go ahead with the ex-
tension. She emphasized to the
Independent that she has not
made a commitment to call for
building it.

Allen said that the people who
were endorsed gave the pro-ex-
tension group the impression that
they are open to a citywide solu-
tion, and “would not add more
traffic to levels that already are
dangerous.”

Asked whether the group met
with any council candidates
other than the incumbents, Allen
replied that the incumbents
called them, and asked if they
could meet with the group.  Hos-
terman and vice mayor Matt
Sullivan were at one meeting,
and Thorne and Brozosky at the
other.

Cooke-Kallio was in touch
separately. Arkin and Dan
Faustina did not get in touch
with the group,  she said.

gram is based on what are called
six pillars of character: trustwor-
thiness, respect, responsibility,
fairness, caring and citizenship.

Gary Smit, the presenter,
stated, “We feel the program
should be education based and
community embraced. It helps to
empower a community to sur-
round each child with a common
message, a common set of expec-
tations, and a unified network of
support relating to good charac-
ter.”

He pointed out that adults that
children come in contact all
leave their mark on the children.
It is important to make sure that
adults are sending a good mes-
sage. Smit said the program is
simple. There are four implemen-
tations: T(each), E(nforce),
A(dvocate), and M(odel).

Teach children that their char-
acter counts. Enforce the six pil-
lars of character by rewarding
good behavior and discouraging
bad behavior by imposing fair,
consistent consequences. Advo-
cate character by continually en-
couraging children to live up to
the six pillars. Model good be-
havior.

Smit cited studies he said dem-
onstrate the effectiveness of the
program. He said that studies
show it cuts crime, drug abuse
and other misbehavior, and bolt-
ers students’ commitment to
school. He cited several statistics
including a 75% drop in disci-

pline referrals at one school, a
decrease of 71% in incidents of
physical violence at another
school, and a 74% reduction in
offenses from substance abuse to
vandalism at yet another school.

Smit said a successful coali-
tion can be a group of commu-
nity members who really care
about the future, share a vision
for change and are willing to
spend their time to work together
to make the program happen.

There is a cost involved.
Councilmembers Marj Leider
and John Marchand asked about
that aspect of the program.

Smit said it would depend on
what citizens might like to see.
For example, two seminars in the
community would cost $22,000.
A one day meeting has a cost of
$3000.

“Once people are trained,
there is not necessarily any on-
going costs,” explained Smit. He
added that in his community
grants have been obtained to
fund a staff member. The program
does seek membership dues from
coalitions and solicits donations
from groups such as the Rotary.
“There is not a huge budget as-
sociated with the program,” he
added.

City Manager Linda Barton
suggested that the subcommittee
could talk about how broad a
group might be involved in the
program and what the budget
might be.

There are seven steps a coali-
tion would take to implement a
communitywide character devel-
opment program. First would be
a needs assessment; second, a
leadership committee would be
established followed by step
three, a community development
program that includes buy-in
from community leaders and cre-
ation of  subgroups focusing on
implementation, fund-raising
and marketing. Step four would
be publication of a handbook;
fifth parent involvement, the
sixth step involves community
training and a speakers bureau,
and the final step, evaluation of
the program.

Some aspects of the program
in other communities include
selecting citizens or students of
the month based on the desig-
nated character for that month.
For example, October the fea-
tured trait could be fairness.

Other cities have put up signs
advocating the six pillars.

CHARACTER
(continued from page one)

A public hearing on the pro-
posed creation of Vineyard Me-
morial  Cemetery on North Liv-
ermore Avenue is on the agenda
of the Alameda County Planning
Commission Nov. 6.

The meeting is scheduled to
begin at 6 p.m. in the county
building at 224 W.  Winton Ave.,
Hayward.

The commission looked at the
proposal in July and is scheduled
to hear a presentation on the
project and a negative declara-
tion for it. The cemetery would
be on 40 acres of a 110-acre par-
cel on the west side of North Liv-
ermore Avenue, approximately
one mile north of Interstate 580.

It would have a mortuary, a cre-
matorium, mausoleum, a main-
tenance building, two residents
in a two acre building envelope
plus a residence on top of the
mortuary.

There is room for up to
115,000 burials.

There would also be several
acres of grapes at the front of the
property.

The applicant’s proposal
shows consumption of 125 acre
feet annually to water the grassy
areas. That’s the amount of water
that 250 homes use each year. In
other terms, approximately 60
acres of vineyards could be irri-
gated with that amount of water.

Planning Commission
Considers Cemetery
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cruit the best teachers; then ask
them what they need to do their
jobs better. One program she
would emphasize is the Reach
program, a reading program de-
signed to bring students up to
grade level. “It has made a differ-
ence with kids with the lowest
scores.”

Testing is a way of life for
schools, said White. However,
she doesn’t think Livermore fo-
cuses as much on teaching to the
tests as has been reported in other
districts.

When it comes to a third high
school, Dunlop noted that the
current high schools have more
students than were planned.
Dunlop points out that the most
recent projections predict a de-
cline in enrollment.  The board
has heard mixed projections on
future growth. It is a situation that
will have to be monitored. If in
the future, another high school
is needed, it should be built north
of the freeway.

Runyon said before the dis-
trict builds a third high school,
there needs to be have a better
picture when it comes to future
student populations. If needed,
the high school should be built
north of the freeway.

White said that a larger school
supports a greater variety of aca-
demic programs. She suggested
one option would be to add more
portables to accommodate larger
student populations. White did
not discuss where a third high
school should go. “The kids
aren’t there. We may not need a
third high school,” she stated. In
addition, a charter high school
and the Catholic high school are
projected to reduce the number
of students in Livermore’s high
schools.

Day felt that the district
should work more closely with

the charter school on its plans for
a high school. Perhaps the school
could meet both the needs of the
district and the charter school. If
a third high school were needed,
it should be on the northeast side
of the freeway.

When it comes to inequities
at Livermore elementary schools,
Day said, “I would go into a
school like Marylin Avenue and
deal with the issues personally.”

Dunlop would love to see
more volunteers from the com-
munity step forward. “If you
don’t have parent volunteers, it
would be wonderful to have the
community volunteers assist
with such things as reading to
students and helping with home-
work clubs,” he said.

Runyon said that the commu-
nity at large has to make up for
the inability of parents to be in-
volved at elementary schools
where test scores are low. There
is the Roadrunner program at
Marilyn. I would like to see some-
thing comparable at Portola,
even if it’s just reading to the kids,
Runyon stated.

White commented that at el-
ementary schools where there are
fewer resources resulting in lower
scores, the faculty should be able
to focus on academics. The com-
munity should help provide out-
side programs that will help the
teachers to keep that focus. The
school board needs to make sure
those schools have enough and
appropriate materials. “The
board may have to come to the
point where it doesn’t treat all of
the elementary schools the same
when it comes to providing re-
sources.”

Day  is a math tutor. He re-
ceived an honorable discharge
from the military.

He says his focus would be on
improving academic achieve-

ment and citizenship in the
schools. However, his main in-
terest would be to raise the level
of math test scores in the district.
He was particularly concerned
about the performance of minor-
ity subgroups. One of the schools
not meeting the improvement
requirement in math is East Av-
enue Middle School.

Day was hired last year to
teach math at East Avenue
Middle School. He was let go in
a manner that was considered
controversial. Since then he has
established himself as a math tu-
tor. His website includes letters
from parents praising him for his
skill in teaching math to their
children.

Day did not list any endorse-
ments. His website includes let-
ters of recommendation from par-
ents of children he has tutored in
math.

Dunlop is completing two
years on the board. He was one
of the co-founders of the Liver-
more Valley Education Founda-
tion and served as president for
three years.

He would like to see is more
and better use of technology in
the schools. “We have got to be
able to take advantage of emerg-
ing technology,” he stated.
Dunlop provided several ex-
amples. Video conferencing
would allow students at Liver-
more High and Granada High to
take the same advanced place-
ment class. Perhaps there would
be 5 students at Livermore and
ten at Granada.

Continuing education classes
for teachers could be provided
on site through the same means.
Perhaps Tri-Valley schools could
work together to provide telecon-
ferencing of advanced place-
ment classes and teacher devel-
opment classes.

Dunlop has received endorse-

SCHOOL BOARD
(continued from page one)

contaminate the wetlands it de-
pends on.”

The red-legged frog is be-
lieved to be the species of the
frog in Twain’s well-known short
story “The Celebrated Jumping
Frog of Calaveras County.”

The court, the EPA and repre-
sentatives of the pesticide indus-
try all agreed that buffer zones
are permissible until the chemi-
cals’ effects can be assessed.
“Many of these pesticides are
known to be harmful to human
health as well,” said Galvan.

The court found last year that
the EPA had violated the Endan-
gered Species Act by registering
pesticides for use without con-
sidering how they might impact
red-legged frog habitat.  The
settlement requires completion of
consultations on all 66 pesti-
cides within three years.

HABITAT
(continued from page one)

ments from Charles and Debbie
Ball, Barry and Kay Schrader,
Paul and Ann Kasameyer, Tom
Reitter, Bill and Mary Zagotta,
Scott Burkhart, and Pat and
Clarence Hoenig.

Runyon has been very active
in the schools since moving to
the city in 1998. She served on a
school site council. Runyon was
also president of the Livermore
Valley Education Foundation for
two years. She chaired the Dollar
a Day Campaign from 2000 to
2004 to fill the funding needs of
the district.

As a board member, she says
she would work to maintain the
fiscal health of the district, to
enhance student performance,
and  to recruit and retain the best
personnel possible.

One program Runyon would
like to see introduced into the
Livermore high schools is the
international baccalaureate. It is
a writing based program. Stu-
dents have to pass six tests, one
in a foreign language, one in their
own language, and they select
the other four subjects. Tests re-
sults are sent to Geneva and
graded.

The district still needs to seek
more funding from the state
through equalization. “We have
gotten more. It’s not any where
what is spent in schools on the
east coast. I think we need to be
concerned about education
throughout the state,” Runyon
declared.

Among those endorsing
Runyon are David and Barbara
Mertes, Jim Ott and M. Weldon
Moreland.

White has spent 16 years as a
member of the school board. She
explained when she is running
for re-election.  “We spent so
many years taking the district
apart piece by piece, it will be
fun to rebuild it today.” White
doesn’t envision returning all of
the programs of the past, because
it is a different world now.

“We must add to the tradi-
tional 3 R’s. Instruction must be
rigorous for all students, as well
as relevant to the careers and chal-
lenges of our shrinking world,”
according to White.

High school overcrowding
may take care of itself, mused
White. At the high school level,
the numbers indicate the district
is not growing.

Among those endorsing
White are Joyce and Paul Brown,
Joe Medeiros, John and Helen
Shirley, Ayn Wieskamp, Jim and
Bobbie Hadley, Raquel Holt,
Bob and Marion Stearns, Don
and Miriam Miller, and Pat and
Clarence Hoenig.

The buffer zones around the
frog habitat are 200 feet for aerial
applications to prevent air drift,
and 60 feet for ground applica-
tion, to prevent a threat from run-
off.

The settlement calls for dis-
tributing an educational bro-
chure for pesticide applicators
and county agricultural commis-
sions regarding the species and
the impacts of pesticides on it
and on progress of recovery gen-
erally.

CBD spokesman Jeff Miller
said that “informed consultations
with the Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice should result in permanent
restrictions on many of the
proven harmful contaminants
such as atrazine.”

A CBD statement said that
studies by Tyrone Hayes at the
University of California have

strengthened the case for ban-
ning atrazine, the most common
contaminant of ground, surface
and drinking water. Hayes dem-
onstrated that atrazine is an en-
docrine disruptor that interferes
with reproduction by chemically
castrating and feminizing male
amphibians. Atrazine has been
linked to increased prostate can-
cer and decreased sperm count
in men and high risk of breast
cancer in women.

An estimated 90 percent of
red-legged frogs have disap-
peared from 70 percent of their
former range, said CBD. Studies
have pointed to pesticide drift as
a major contributor. Amphibians
in general are declining at a ma-
jor rate around the world. Scien-
tists  blame industrial chemicals
and pesticides.

The Department of Energy’s
National Nuclear Security Ad-
ministration (NNSA) has an-
nounced plans to prepare an en-
vironmental impact statement
(EIS) for the transformation and
modernization of the Cold War-
era nuclear weapons complex.

The nuclear weapons com-
plex consists of the eight major
facilities across the country that
work together to keep the
nation’s nuclear stockpile safe
and reliable without under-
ground nuclear testing. The fa-
cilities include: Los Alamos Na-
tional Laboratory (NM),
Lawrence Livermore National
Laboratory (CA), Sandia Na-
tional Laboratories (NM and
CA), Pantex Plant (TX), Y-12 Na-
tional Security Complex (TN),
Kansas City Plant (MO), Savan-
nah River Site (SC) and Nevada
Test Site (NV).

Earlier in the year, NNSA out-
lined its plan, called Complex
2030, for a smaller, more effi-
cient nuclear weapons complex
that is better able and more
suited to respond to future na-
tional security challenges. Com-
plex 2030’s goal is to achieve
President Bush’s vision of the
smallest stockpile consistent
with national security needs.

By 2012, the U.S. nuclear
weapons stockpile will be re-

duced by nearly 50 percent mak-
ing it the smallest stockpile since
the Eisenhower administration.

Complex 2030 refers to the
configuration of the nuclear
weapons complex that NNSA
envisions by the year 2030. It in-
cludes dismantling of retired
warheads, consolidating special
nuclear materials, eliminating
duplicative capabilities, estab-
lishing a consolidated pluto-
nium center, and implementing
more efficient and uniform busi-
ness practices throughout the
complex.

The Alliance for Nuclear Ac-
countability, which includes Tri-
Valley CAREs, calls  Complex
2030, “A bizarrely inappropriate
Dr. Strangelove-esque plan to re-
vitalize the United States nuclear
weapons production capability
in order to manufacture the new
Reliable Replacement War-
head.”

They point to testimony be-
fore Congress in April 2006  by
Thomas DíAgostino, NNSA’s
Deputy Administrator for Defense
Programs. He stated, “We seek an
ability to design, develop, cer-
tify and begin production of re-
furbished or replacement war-
heads within 48 months of a de-
cision to begin engineering de-
velopment”

The stated goals of Complex
2030 include the following:  Pro-
duction of the Reliable Replace-
ment Warhead (RRW), a series of
new weapons claimed to perform
reliably without ever needing
nuclear testing; an increase of the
dismantlement of retired war-
heads; Consolidation of  special
nuclear materials used in nuclear
weapons to fewer sites in the
complex and fewer locations
within the sites to reduce the cost
of security; the establishment of
a consolidated plutonium re-
search and production center;
and introduction of more unifor-
mity in technical and business
practices to reduce risk and in-
crease efficiency

In order to further define the
EIS and identify key issues,
NNSA is requesting comments
from the public. The public com-
ment period will continue
through January 18, 2007. Pub-
lic comments will be accepted in
writing or at one of the 17 meet-
ings that NNSA will be hosting
in the local communities sur-
rounding each site in the nuclear
weapons complex and in Wash-
ington, D.C. The NOI (notice of
intent) includes additional pub-
lic comment information and a
complete list of the meetings in-
cluding dates, times and loca-
tions.

Plans Underway to Modernize Weapons Complex
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Vote for Prop. 87
Susan Steinberg
Livermore

Thanks to a newspaper’s re-
cent graphic chart, the true facts
about Prop. 87 are finally clear.
Just as clear are the reasons why
Californians should approve
Prop. 87.

I hadn’t realized that our state,
America’s third largest oil pro-
ducer, taxes oil companies at a
pitiful fraction of other states’
levels.

Texas, the biggest producer,
charges oil firms a hefty 4.6%,
while second-place Arizona lev-
els a whopping 12.5% to 15%.
Even Wyoming, smallest of the
Big Seven, gets a healthy 6%.

I couldn’t believe that third-
place California, pumping over
200,000 barrels of oil a year, gets
less than a measly 1% in taxes.
Obviously we are the only state
missing out on an enormous
source of badly-needed revenue.

Why? Because our legislature,
which receives such substantial
campaign contributions from this
powerful industry, has never mus-
tered the nerve to impose appro-
priate tax rates on their corporate
“friends.”

These are the same corporate
heavies who have thrown over
$100 million into a huge adver-
tising campaign to derail a Prop.
87 victory. We’ve all been del-
uged by their slick and expen-
sive propaganda for months now.

They can well afford it;
they’ve been earning phenom-
enal record profits from us, the
gas-buying public. (Top anti-87
contributor Chevron even posted
an obscene 150% profit in refin-
ing and marketing, from $573
million to $1.44 billion.)

As usual, the good guys try-
ing to publicize the truth about
Prop. 87 are being overwhelm-
ingly outspent by the big ad agen-
cies. After all, they’re a small pub-
lic-service coalition, not a pri-
vate-profit mega-power.

But that one factual chart
clears away all the PR fog and
shows how shamefully low our
oil tax has been all these years,
and how Prop. 87 would finally
give California the oil revenue
that every other state already re-
ceives.

It’s obviously long overdue.
Vote “yes” on Prop. 87.

Why not the best?
Marshall Kamena
Mayor of Livermore

Janet Lockhart
Mayor of Dublin

Scott Haggery
Alameda County Supervisor

Sandra Bean is clearly the best
choice for Superior Court Judge.
Fair, honest, experienced, Sandra
would be the first Tri-Valley ju-
dicial candidate ever to win a
contested Superior Court race.
Her superior experience and
abilities have drawn support from
all segments of our community,
Senator Figueroa and
Assemblymember Houston, Sher-
iff Plummer and the National
Women’s Political Caucus,
Firefighters, Neighborhood Lead-
ers, and 38 of the 43 Superior
Court Judges that have endorsed
in this race, and of course the three
of us.

Sandra has been successfully
working as Deputy County Coun-
sel, helping and representing our
elderly and infirm. She also
serves as a Judge Pro Tem, and is
the only candidate with actual
judicial experience.  This time
the choice is easy.  The better can-
didate is also the one with long-
time ties to our communities, and
a true desire to serve.

Please join us in supporting
Sandra Bean for Superior Court
Judge.

Arkin for Council
Phillip J. Blank
Pleasanton

I am writing as a private citi-
zen of Pleasanton to ask for your
support in helping elect Brian
Arkin to the Pleasanton City
Council.   Brian has served al-
most eight years as a Planning
Commissioner and been twice
elected Chair.

 I have worked closely with
Brian as a member of the Plan-
ning Commission.   I have
watched as he consistently uses
his creativity and commitment to
craft good planning decisions for
the City of Pleasanton.  He is will-
ing to be creative and original in
his proposals; in fact, the current
approach to the traffic element of
our general plan was, to a great
extent, Brian’s idea accepted by
both the Planning Commission
and the City Council.  It got the
process moving!

 Brian is a staunch supporter
of our local business community
and is an active proponent of

both business growth and a vi-
brant downtown.  He is the only
candidate who holds a Masters
of Business Administration.

 Brian has not accepted any
PAC money or large out-of-town
corporate donations.  He has not
indebted his campaign.  He is
running a based on local support
not special interest support.

 He is has always been sensi-
tive to the issue of affordable
housing.  He understands the im-
portance of ‘measured’ develop-
ment and wisely using our exist-
ing housing cap to provide hous-
ing for all.  Multimillion dollar
homes in the City is not the best
way for those with young fami-
lies to become part of our City
landscape.

 On Election Day, vote for
Brian Arkin.  He is the best quali-
fied candidate to preserve the
wonderful quality of life that we
all enjoy in the city.

‘It’s about Brozosky’
Pat Smith
Pleasanton

Recently it has come to light
that Pleasanton Mayoral chal-
lenger Steve Brozosky owns a
company that develops and sells
“citizen complaint” tracking
software to nearby local govern-
ments.  When asked if this might
influence his dealings as Mayor
with these neighboring cities, he
scoffs at any concern of a con-
flict of interest, stating, for ex-
ample, that he “gave away” his
software to the Livermore Air-
port.   But an examination of his
web site, www.govoutreach.com/
news/press/tracy1.htm, reveals
that he installs the software for
“free” and then charges up to
$15,000 a year for its use.  He has
contracts in sixteen cities so far,
including Livermore, San Ra-
mon, Tracy, and Pittsburg.   It
seems clear that Brozosky is us-
ing his relationships developed
as a City Councilmember to mar-
ket his product to other nearby
cities.

Despite his denials, one won-
ders if Brozosky’s business deal-
ings with the Airport had any
bearing on his refusal to consider
Pleasanton’s participation in the
airport noise monitoring pro-
gram, raised at the September 5th

Council meeting, stating that
“airplanes make noise” - echo-
ing the mantra of airport expan-
sion advocates.  One also won-
ders how he might be influenced
when other contentious issues
arise between Pleasanton and our
neighbors if he continues doing
business with them.

Pleasanton needs a Mayor
with integrity, and whose priori-
ties lie in representing our City.
We don’t need a Mayor who will
use the office as a springboard
for their own personal business
interests.  I think he got his cam-
paign slogan wrong.  It should
be: “It’s all about Brozosky.”

Elect Kate Runyon
Katie Caulk
Livermore

I met Kate Runyon eight years
ago while working on a school
issue, and  have been consis-
tently impressed with her ideas,
her dedication and her energy
towards preserving quality edu-
cation for Livermore’s students.
I am so pleased Kate is running
to serve on the Livermore School
Board.  It’s about time!

On days when Kate wasn’t in
the classroom as math tutor, Kate
stepped into the community and
garnered school support.  Kate’s
brainchild, the successful Dollar-
A-Day campaign, under her lead-
ership as president of the Liver-
more Valley Education Founda-
tion, helped our schools in a time
of fiscal crises. In addition to
helping save class-size reduc-
tion, science and library pro-
grams Kate’s innovative ideas
and integrity helped bring local
business, the city, and LARPD to
the school district’s aide.

I trust Kate. She not only has
vision, she knows how to realize
that vision at both the local and
State levels.  Her proven integ-
rity will guide the district to act
in the best interest of our chil-
dren. Please join me in voting for
Kate Runyon as a new Trustee
on  the Livermore School Board.

Re-elect Hosterman
Billie Otis
Pleasanton

Councilmember Steve
Brozosky is at it again.  His cam-
paign slogan should be “Do as I
say, not as I do.”

First it was Mayor
Hosterman’s use of her title at
meetings outside the Council
chamber.  He said it implied she
was representing the city when
she used her title.  Is that what it
means when Councilmember
Brozosky’s title and position are
used on his website as advertis-
ing to sell his “Government Out-
reach” software?

During the last Mayoral elec-
tion, Councilmember Brozosky
challenged Mayor Hosterman on
a $1,000 campaign contributions
from developers, stating, “These
people do not normally donate
this much money at the local
level unless they are expecting
something in return.”  Of course,

there has never been any evi-
dence that Mayor Hosterman has
been swayed on any decision be-
fore the Council.  However, the
comment by Councilmember
Brozosky certainly begs the
question:  What is he getting in
return from his recent “gifts” of
his company’s software to politi-
cal entities like neighboring
towns, Livermore Airport and
Wheels?  Now that certainly
looks, feels and smells like a con-
flict of interest to me.

Currently he’s accusing
Mayor Hosterman of using a city
based e-mail account inappropri-
ately during this campaign.  The
City Attorney has deemed this
use inadvertent, at worst.
Councilmember Brozosky failed
to mention that he used city re-
sources to obtain e-mail addresses
of persons who have contacted
the city on business, and then
utilized the information to dis-
perse candidate endorsements,
his campaign status, and criti-
cism of Mayor Hosterman.

From his actions in the Coun-
cil chamber to the campaign he
running, Councilmember Brozo-
sky has blatantly disregarded our
Community of Character prin-
ciples.  Please join me in voting
for someone who has shown
nothing but honesty, respect, and
integrity during her present term
and this campaign.  Re-elect
Mayor Jennifer Hosterman.

Buck for Assembly
Jan Batcheller
Pleasanton

Jill is a proven leader.  She has
served our country honorably as
a Naval Officer.  Jill created the
Go Green Initiative for schools.
It is the largest environmental
education program for children
in the United States. It is now an
international program teaching
children how to save our planet.

Jill is a consensus builder.
She believes in working across
party lines to serve the people
she represents.  She will work
with whoever will get the job
done.  She knows this district and
its needs, having lived here for
many years.  Jill does not play
partisan politics.    Jill under-
stands our healthcare and traffic
issues and is eager to tackle those
problems.  She is passionate
about education and the envi-
ronment.  She has the endorse-
ment of Democrats and Republi-
cans alike.  Please check out Jill’s
website, www.JillBuck.com.

Jill is young and enthusias-
tic.  She is intelligent and fo-
cused.  She is honest, kind and
has a positive outlook.  Her en-
thusiasm is infectious.  In a word,
Jill Buck is a breath of fresh air
for the politics of today.

Please give every consider-
ation to Jill Buck for California’s
18th Assembly District.

Re-elect Thorne
Bradley Hirst
Pleasanton

Jerry Thorne has served our
community well during his first
two years on City Council.  He
listens well, does his homework,
is always prepared, and presents
himself with decorum and respect
for all others present at Council
meetings.  He does not practice
negative politics and he does not
lower himself into personal at-
tack.

Best of all, Jerry is a positive
person and makes his decisions
and recommendations based on
best serving the entire commu-
nity, not on favoring one neigh-
borhood over another, or a per-
sonal political agenda.

Jerry is a Council member we
can be proud to represent Pleas-
anton.

Cut-through traffic?
Dan Maslana
Pleasanton Teacher

Since moving to Pleasanton
in 1973, I’ve seen the city evolve
and grow in many different ways.
I remember a small town with
only one traffic signal, rural
roads, and open fields.  But, re-
gardless of the changes that have
taken place, one constant has
been thoughtful planning, espe-
cially where traffic is concerned.
That’s why I am absolutely
amazed that the Stoneridge Drive
extension is even being consid-
ered.

Although it was once in the
city’s master plan, that was be-
fore the massive growth of cities
like Tracy and the associated
commuter traffic on Interstate
580. Allowing through traffic to
El Charro Road would encour-
age large numbers of frustrated
commuters to exit North 680 at
Stoneridge and follow it all the
way across town to escape the
freeway parking lot. Those trav-
eling east on 580 could also eas-
ily exit on Foothill and proceed
to Stoneridge attempting to do
the same.

Contrary to those who argue
this is a “not in my backyard”
issue, the truth is actually much
more common sense.  Not only
will extending Stoneridge Drive
not alleviate other congested ar-
eas in town, but it will actually
create a Tracy cut-through traf-
fic expressway splitting our city
in two.  Every citizen of Pleasan-

ton will suffer from the constant
parade of vehicles driving trough
on their way to the valley.  If you
find this scenario disturbing,
please join me in supporting Jen-
nifer Hosterman for Mayor and
Brian Arkin for City Council –
the only two candidates who are
unequivocally against the Ston-
eridge extension and traffic
gridlock in our beautiful commu-
nity.

Arkin for Council
Matt Morrison
Pleasanton

Brian Arkin is the perfect
choice for Pleasanton City Coun-
cil. I have known Brian since
about 1998, a couple years prior
to his service on the planning
commission.

When I first met Brian he dem-
onstrated his devotion to our city
by becoming involved in civic
decisions as a citizen. Brian tire-
lessly studied the many volumi-
nous reports prepared by city staff
and consultants. Brian formed
intelligent and even visionary
conclusions that he had confi-
dence in to present and discuss
in a variety of public forums. Over
the years Brian earned the re-
spect of his colleagues as an in-
dividual of knowledge and in-
tegrity. I believe the reason Brian
worked this hard is because the
quality of Pleasanton made a dif-
ference in the lives of his family
and friends, so Brian was pre-
pared to make a difference in the
quality of Pleasanton.

Based upon my personal in-
teraction with Brian over many
years and demonstrated by his
six years of service on our plan-
ning commission, two of which
he served as its chairperson,
Brian has the expertise Pleasan-
ton needs to tackle our serious
housing, open space, and traffic
issues. As important, Brian is a
member of our community first
who has worked diligently for
solutions that promote a healthy
Pleasanton today and tomorrow.
As a Pleasanton resident since
1968 I have had the opportunity
to observe many officials of vari-
ous capabilities. I hope you will
join me to elect a council mem-
ber who is first rate and vote
Brian Arkin for Pleasanton City
Council.

Campaign Funding
Terry Messick
Pleasanton

  According to Dave
Bouchard, President, and CEO of
the Pleasanton Chamber of Com-
merce, the Chamber felt that nei-
ther candidate for Mayor, “rose
to the standards set by the Cham-
ber for endorsement.”  Who does
the Chamber think they are fool-
ing?  It is much more likely that
neither candidate for Mayor
would lower their standards to
conform with the self-serving in-
terests of the Chamber.  The
Chamber must be frustrated by
how certain candidates stead-
fastly refuse to be bullied by the
desires of well-heeled special in-
terest groups.

Not to worry too much, the
Chamber, has had an extremely
poor track record in electing their
chosen candidates.  The Cham-
ber, out of desperation, created a
Political Action Committee to
fund their endorsed candidates.
Their BACPAC spent an enor-
mous amount of money to get
Jerry Thorne out of the $25,000
debt he acquired when he ran for
City Council in 2005.  If not for
the $10,000 in campaign mail-
ers paid for by PG&E Corpora-
tion in the last few days of the
2005 election, it’s very likely
Jerry Thorne would have lost for
a third time.  According to his
Form 460, Jerry Thorne, and his
contributors, spent an unprec-
edented $36,774 of his Cam-
paign in 2005?

Brian Arkin and Dan Faustina
spent far less on their Campaigns
in 2005!  Before you cast your
vote, maybe you should find out
where the candidates are getting
their funding?  I don’t want any-
one who might be perceived as
being beholden to big money
contributors like the BACPAC
and PG&E.  How about you?

Protect Pleasanton’s Future
Nancy Krakaue
Pleasanton

A vote for Brian Arkin for City
Council is a vote to protect
Pleasanton’s future. For eight
years Brian has tirelessly com-
mitted  himself to the betterment
of our community. His efforts on
the  Pleasanton Planning Com-
mission have focused on smart
development. He  has ensured
that our neighborhoods and our
quality of life have not  been sac-
rificed as new development has
occurred. As a Pleasanton  Plan-
ning Commissioner Brian has
carefully scrutinized projects
based  on how the additional traf-
fic will affect local residents and
businesses. He has voted against
those that will add to our exist-
ing  traffic congestion. He’s a
champion for senior affordable
housing,  sports, arts and youth
facilities, environment-friendly
buildings and  the enhancement
of Downtown.

As a father of three children

MAILBOX
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cisco Chronicle,  Stockton
Record, and The Independent
also have editorialized against
Proposition 90.

Cheryl Cook-Kallio en-
dorsed: Cheryl Cook-Kallio, a
candidate for Pleasanton City
Council, has among her list of
endorsements Congressman Pete
Stark, State Senator Liz Figueroa,
Assemblyman Alberto Torrico,
Assemblyman Johan Klehs,
former assemblymember and
state senate candidate Ellen
Corbett and Alameda County
Supervisor Scott Haggerty.

She had been previously hon-
ored by two of these representa-
tives for outstanding service to
the community. In 2004, she was
chosen by Figueroa as the 10th
Senate District’s Woman of the
Year. She was recently selected
by Torrico as Citizen of the Year.

Mary Hayashi Press Re-
lease: A press release from the
Mary Hayashi campaign notes
that the San Francisco Chronicle,
serving over 1.1 million readers
in Northern California, an-
nounced its endorsement of
Mary Hayashi for California
State Assembly District 18.

Hayashi is the Democratic
nominee for Assembly District
18, having won the primary elec-
tion in June 2006.  She is a mem-
ber of the California Board of
Registered Nursing, which li-
censes and regulates registered
nursing in California, having
been appointed to this position
by Assembly Speaker Fabian
Núñez.  Mary has received the
endorsement of the Central La-
bor Council of Alameda County,
the California State Council of
SEIU, Hayward Firefighters Lo-
cal 1909, California Federation
of Teachers, California Nurses As-
sociation, Sierra Club California,
California League of Conserva-
tion Voters, as well as a number

of other local unions, community
leaders, and elected officials.

Lockhart for Buck: Demo-
cratic Mayor of Dublin, Janet
Lockhart is supporting candidate
Jill Buck for State Assembly.  Buck
has numerous high level local
Democrats in her corner, largely
due to her work in public educa-
tion advocacy and environmen-
tal protection.

Mayor Lockhart praises Buck,
“As a life-long Democrat I look
to my party to provide the best
candidate.  Sometimes that does
not happen. I must step outside
my party affiliations and select
the best person for the job.  Jill
Buck is just that candidate.  I
know she will work hard to form a
bipartisan team in Sacramento
and will represent all of the
district’s interests.”

Houston poll: According to a
press release issued by Assem-
blyman Guy Houston he has a
commanding lead over his chal-
lenger in the race for the 15th
Assembly seat. According to the
press release, a poll released
Wednesday shows the two-term
incumbent up by 19 points in a
poll taken of likely Election Day
voters.

The Democrat in the race is
Terry Coleman.

In addition, numbers in As-
sembly District 15 show that Gov-
ernor Arnold Schwarzenegger is
beating State Treasurer Phil
Angelides by a 30 point margin.
The survey was conducted by na-
tionally recognized Public Opin-
ion Strategies.

The 15th Assembly District in-
cludes Livermore, Walnut Creek,
Alamo, Danville, San Ramon, and
a portion of Pleasanton. The dis-
trict also includes the Sacramento
Delta communities, the City of
Galt, and portions of Stockton
and Elk Grove.

ELECTION
(continued from page one)

Global Warming
Local voters will be in the national spotlight Tues-

day when they help decide one of the key congres-
sional races, Jerry McNerney versus Richard Pombo.

McNerney is going all-out to unseat Pombo, who
has represented the 11th Congressional District since
1992. The district includes Pleasanton and Sunol.

In addressing issues of national security, we hope
voters will give thought to global warming. Here is
an enemy that threatens the U.S. and the entire world
with far-reaching destruction.

Though scientists are pretty well united in seeing
the warming as a real and dire threat, the present rul-
ing regime in Washington — of which Pombo is a
major player — continues to belittle the problem. In-
stead of seeking alternatives to the polluting indus-
tries, Pombo and his cohorts in Washington work to
protect the profits of those corporations.

McNerney speaks about the alternatives with ex-
pertise. A Pleasanton resident, he works as a wind en-
ergy consultant. When asked by this newspaper about
global warming, McNerney said, “We need to take it
seriously. We can reduce consumption of oil. ...” He
went on to offer a string of specific solutions, from
cars that get 100 miles per gallon to “green” build-
ings.

We urge 11th District voters to elect Jerry
McNerney. The stakes have never been higher as they
relate to the long-range security of the nation and
world.

Bringing Global Warming Home
As mayor of Pleasanton, Jennifer Hosterman has

made global warming a local issue.
She has tried to involve Pleasanton in the global

debate over the warming. Moreover, she has cam-
paigned tirelessly at the local level for “green” poli-
cies and projects. Thanks to Hosterman’s endeavors,
the City of Pleasanton practices the green ethic wher-
ever it is possible to do so, striving for clean energy
and sustainable energy in its buildings and transporta-
tion fleet.

Hosterman’s attempts to get the City Council to take
stands on issues such as the Kyoto Treaty have been
less successful. They’ve brought criticism from those
who claim the council should concern itself only with
Pleasanton issues.

Of course, global warming IS a Pleasanton issue.
Because of the comprehensive green operations of the
city government, Pleasanton stands in the ranks of
those who are doing something about global warm-
ing — who are confronting the problem with action.

To keep moving Pleasanton in this enlightened di-
rection, Jennifer Hosterman deserves reelection.
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enrolled in Pleasanton schools he
is  integrally involved as a
school volunteer and has com-
mitted himself  to protecting the
safety and security of our chil-
dren and our  wonderful commu-
nity. He is easily approachable
and eager to listen to  the needs
and concerns of local parents,
educators, senior citizens  and
business owners.

Brian Arkin has a vision that
will protect and enhance
Pleasanton’s  future. The resi-
dents of Pleasanton can make it
their vision as well  when they
vote November 7th.

Arkin Stands Out
Nancy Storch
Pleasanton

 In the Pleasanton City Coun-
cil race, there are candidates who
are  well spoken and have con-
siderable potential to help the
City meet the  on-going chal-
lenges of traffic and growth.  How
does one know whom to  vote
for?

In my view, one candidate,
Brian Arkin stands out from the
rest. Not  only is he enthusiastic,
well educated and committed to
making a  difference in the com-
munity, he is the only candidate
who has  actually demonstrated
leadership while in a position of
serving  Pleasanton. Unique
among the candidates, Brian
Arkin has a track  record of serv-
ing eight years on the City Plan-
ning Commission and  working
hard to preserve our high quality
of life in Pleasanton. His  record
shows he has made a difference
in voting to: reject projects  that
would increase traffic, approve
senior housing projects, and  pro-
tect hills and open space.

Dissatisfaction with the cur-
rent City Council does not mean
that  someone new without ex-
perience will be effective. My
first choice for  City Council is
Brian Arkin. As a City
Councilmember he will be able
to continue serving our commu-
nity and find better solutions for
the  benefit of all Pleasanton.
Please vote for him.

Proven Record
Nick Testa
Pleasanton

Please join me in voting for
Brian Arkin for Pleasanton City
Council. Brian has the experi-
ence and proven record of work-
ing to protect Pleasanton’s qual-
ity of life. He authored Measure
V, which allowed us to reduce the
housing and preserve much of the
Bernal land for public use. He has
been on the Pleasanton planning
commission for more than seven
years.

He has an established voting
record proving his slow growth,
pro neighborhood position. For
nearly ten years I have watched
Brian work on many issues. I will
vote for Brian because I know I
can trust him to always be fair
and thoughtful in making his de-
cisions. He will listen to all sides
and support the position he be-
lieves is in the best interest of
the people of Pleasanton. I know
Brian will not be seduced by spe-
cial interest groups, and is will-
ing to work hard. There is not a
better candidate for the job.

Please vote for Brian Arkin for
City Council, and Steve Brozo-
sky for Mayor.

Elect Faustina, Thorne
Sharrell Michelotti
Former Pleasanton
City Councilmember

On November 7th you will
elect two City Council members.
I urge you to vote for Jerry Thorne
and Dan Faustina.

Jerry Thorne has brought a
reasonable voice to the City of
Pleasanton as a member of the
City Council for the past 15
months.  We need to continue his
presence by re-electing him to a
four year term.  He brings a strong
business background and has
proven his ability to apply this
knowledge to the job of repre-
senting you both locally and re-
gionally.

Dan Faustina grew up here,
and after graduating from
Pepperdine University, came
back to Pleasanton to work and
live in his hometown.  He has
been and is actively involved in
the community coaching youth
football, serving as a youth
leader at Trinity Lutheran
Church, and is President-elect of

the Kiwanis Club of Pleasanton.
He presently serves on two
Alameda Co. Commissions and
is an active Chamber member.  As
a businessman who has a passion
for public service and a desire to
shape Pleasanton’s future, Dan
would make an excellent City
Council Member—bringing a
fresh and reasonable perspective
to the table as well as relentless
energy and the ability to grasp
issues and make tough decisions.

Elect  Dan Faustina and Jerry
Thorne, Pleasanton City Coun-
cil.

Preserving Pleasanton
Kelly Cousins
Pleasanton

The upcoming Pleasanton
City Council Election is a very
important event as it will affect
our community for years to come.
The local election is also the
only time where an individual
vote can have the most influence
of all the other races in which we
participate. I have lived in Pleas-
anton long enough (over 16
years) to have closely followed
various local elections and to
have worked on the campaigns
of many of our elected officials. I
have witnessed how our elected
officials’ decisions and voting
records can be driven by the
wishes of the community, by the
candidate’s own political ambi-
tion and by special interests
groups who often bring with
them the bigger campaign dol-
lars. I try to understand which of
these factors has a greater influ-
ence on a councilmember’s vote
and his or her positions on the
important decisions that shape
our community . Therefore, it is
very important for me to endorse
a candidate whose record and
actions have consistently been
aligned with what most of us de-
sire for our community and not
with a small group of influential
campaign contributors. When su-
perficially looking at the four
City Council Candidates’ current
campaign positions, there is not
a significant difference in their
priorities for Pleasanton. How-
ever when looking deeper, there
is a great difference between the
candidates.

Brian Arkin has consistently
demonstrated that he is the best
candidate for City Council by
his continued efforts and dedi-
cation of seven years of service
to our community as a member
of the Planning Commission.
Many of the same issues facing
the future members of the City
Council have been previously
studied, discussed and voted on
by Arkin as a member of the Plan-
ning Commission. Arkin has
proven himself a good leader and
a positive group member by seek-
ing consensus on the Planning
Commission yet also standing
alone at times for what he be-
lieves is a worthy solution to the
critical issues facing Pleasanton’s
future. He has worked hard to pro-
tect our hills and open space,
sought more park lands and se-
nior housing as well as encour-
aged more development near
mass transit areas to limit the
impact of increased traffic on the
community. He has frequently
met with various individuals and
neighborhood groups as a mem-
ber of the Planning Commission
to helped arrive at creative solu-
tions to difficult local and city-
wide problems. He has consis-
tently demonstrated to me that
he has put his unfailing efforts
towards his campaign promises.
The lack of proven experience
and a consistent voting record of
other City Council Candidates
on these important issues con-
cerns me. What do they have to
show for all their campaign rheto-
ric?

It takes a person of strong per-
sonal conviction and a history
of working specifically on the
issues that affect all of Pleasan-
ton to get my vote. Brian has
worked for us from behind the
scenes not only in his position
on the Planning Commission
since 1999 but as co-author of
Measure V which put to the vote
a limitation to the number of
homes developed in the Bernal
Property. He fought the original
proposal of over 3,000 houses in
the Bernal Development that
would have clogged Pleasanton
streets with 30,000 car trips each
day.

As the City Councilmembers
move toward a final decision

about the General Plan and City’s
future build-out, I can count on
Brian Arkin to continue to work
hard for what is important me, my
family and Pleasanton. Please
join me in voting for Brian Arkin
to help preserve what we like best
about Pleasanton and what we
desire for our city’s future.

Buck for 18th Assembly
John O’Neill
Pleasanton

Jill Buck is the ideal candi-
date for the State’s 18th Assem-
bly District. She is a tireless
worker for schools (ie. Go Green
Initiative—recycle waste), safe
neighborhoods, quality educa-
tion and numerous community
based organizations.

Jill has demonstrated working
across party lines for the benefit
of all citizens regardless of their
political party. She is a very ac-
tion oriented person who will get
the job done.

Please join me in voting for
Jill Buck on Nov. 7th.

Brozosky and Business
Kendall Smith
President, Government
Outreach, Pleasanton

As president of Government
Outreach (which I co-founded
with councilman and mayoral
candidate Steve Brozosky) I
need to set the record straight on
the wild accusations made by
others.

 Almost two years ago, Steve
suggested to me that we offer our
software at no cost to the Liver-
more airport so they would have
a tool to monitor and reduce the
impacts of airplane noise in the
Tri-Valley.  This was a commu-
nity-relations effort and no funds
have been paid to us, or ever will
be, for the software or consulting
services we provided the airport.

 Steve is always generous
with his knowledge and time,
whether helping Pleasanton by
giving our neighboring city free
use of our professional software,
producing the Pleasanton youth
website, ptown411.com, or vol-
unteering extensive technical
support in our public schools.
Steve should be commended.
Those attacking Steve should be
ashamed to criticize those who
give so much to our community!

 People who know nothing
about our business have written
letters to the papers fabricating
information on our company and
our sales model.  We do have a
real business and charge custom-
ers for our services, no differently
then the mayor whose family
owns a personal injury lawyer
business.  Our business, and
Steve’s passion, is to make gov-
ernment more accessible, effi-
cient and accountable. Steve’s
expertise in customer service has
made him a recognized leader in
this field for 15 years.  Pleasan-
ton is lucky to have an indi-
vidual like Steve freely giving
his time and expertise to his com-
munity.

Don’t Make The
Same Mistake Again
George Withers
Fire Chief (Retired)
Pleasanton

When I thought about what I
wanted to write in this letter, I
kept  thinking of the axioms “His-
tory Repeats Itself” and “Don’t
Make The  Same Mistake Twice.”

When I moved to the Amador
Valley in 1954 there were less
than 5,000  people each in Liv-
ermore and in Pleasanton.  At that
time we had only  one telephone
prefix in each City (Hiltop-7 in
Livermore and Victor-6  in Pleas-
anton), we did not even have ZIP
Codes at that time.  Each  city
had one City Fire Station (Liver-
more also had a County Fire  Sta-
tion). We had a total 3 East-West
roadway options to drive be-
tween  Livermore and Pleasan-
ton, Hwy 50, Stanley Blvd. and
Vineyard Ave.

I joined the Pleasanton Fire
Department in 1965 (All Volun-
teer  Department) and in 1967 was
hired as a Paid Firefighter where
I  served this community for an-
other 30 years and the last 8 years
as  your Fire Chief.  Based on

this, I would like to offer the fol-
lowing  historical perspective of
Pleasanton’s development.  It is
not my  intent to speak for the
present Fire Department Leader-
ship.

Fire Stations locations are
place throughout a city, based on
projected growth areas and
planed or existing access roads.
Our  purpose is to provide a quick
and sufficient response to con-
trol a  variety of emergencies
throughout the City.  Think about
where our  Fire Stations are (have
been) located; during all of my
career,  Station #1 was located
near the center of town, it pro-
vided a quick  response in any
direction, and worked well for
many years.  As the  City began
to grow the Fire Department be-
gan to strategically locate  addi-
tional Fire Stations based on pro-
jected and existing roadways,
and growth areas/ planned devel-
opments.  Because we were told
that  West Las Positas Blvd. was
planned to be the next East-West
Cross  Valley access road, in
1969, we located “Temporary”
Fire Station #2  in the Highland
Oaks Tract, just two blocks off of
W. Las Positas  Blvd.  In 1970,
with W. Las Positas still planned
to be the next East- West Valley
Crossing, we built Fire Station
#3 on the corner of W.  Las Posi-
tas Blvd. and Santa Rita Rd.

At some point between 1970
and 1980, because of protests
from the  residents on W. Las
Positas Blvd., a decision was
made to realign  Stoneridge Drive
and make that the new East -West
Valley Crossing.  All of the prop-
erty owners were notified of this
intent as part of  the property de-
velopment /property purchase
process.

Based on this decision, in
1984 when we built the new Fire
Station #2  (to replace the “Tem-
porary” facility opened in 1969),
we located this  station near the
intersection of Stoneridge Mall
Rd. and Stoneridge  Drive, to
provide rapid access to Ston-
eridge Drive, the new planned
East-West Valley Crossing.

Now, in 2006, we have an-
other protest from property own-
ers regarding  the long planned
Stoneridge Drive extension.

Since 1954, we have seen the
populations of Livermore and
Pleasanton  increase more than
10 fold, and in addition, we now
have the City of  Dublin.  We now
have multiple Telephone Pre-
fixes in each city, as  well as mul-
tiple ZIP Codes in each city, due
to the population growth  we’ve
experienced over the past 52
years.

However, we still have the
same 3 East-West cross valley
roadway  options, to permit us
drive between Livermore and
Pleasanton, Hwy 580  (Former
Hwy 50), Stanley Blvd. and Vine-
yard Ave. While these 3 roads
have seen improvements, they
are not adequate for the popula-
tion and  traffic increases we’ve
experienced during this period
of time.

Do we need another East-West
Valley Crossing?  You bet your
life we do!

I’m not even going to address
the needs, or emergency response
concerns, created by various
types of highway emergencies
we  experience, and the resulting
diversion of traffic into Pleasan-
ton,  as this is usually a short-
term problem. I want to encour-
age people  to think about our
daily traffic flow needs, and Traf-
fic Signal  Synchronization is not
the answer.  We have a Comput-
erized Traffic  Signal Control
System now, so why not proceed
with synchronization?

Pleasanton residents know not
to use East bound Hwy 580 on
any  afternoon, yet if they want
to go to East/Livermore, they are
forced  to use Stanley Blvd. or
Vineyard Ave. both of which
force the majority  people to
drive toward the center of town,
creating far more traffic  than the
surface roads in this area are de-
signed to handle.

We need to complete another
East-West Valley Crossing op-
tion, in the  Northern portion of
our City.  Since Las Positas was

the original  planed Cross Valley
Access Road, and since Las Posi-
tas Blvd. already  exists in Liver-
more, it would seem logical to
continue with a  modified ver-
sion of that original plan. I would
propose that we  continue with
the Stoneridge Drive extension,
maybe even route it  back into
the existing Las Positas Blvd.
roadway easement and  continue
East.

It’s time for the City Council
to complete the plans developed
by  those brilliant City Council
members who have preceded
them.  Let’s  try to restore com-
pliance with our City’s Motto,
“The City of Planned  Progress.”

Don’t let “History Repeat It-
self” and “Don’t Make The Same
Mistake  Twice.”

We Need Pombo
Roy Cornwell
Livermore

Thousands of acres of private
property are burdened with pen-
alties as the land is declared
“habitat” for various species. And
all without a scientific study to
determine if the particular spe-
cies is truly in danger or if the
species even exists on the land
in question. Does the ESA need
changes? Of course it does. Ri-
chard Pombo’s proposed changes
to the ESA are necessary and long
overdue. Remember that the bill
passed in the House on a biparti-
san vote. It is time to bring more
sensible methodology to the pro-
tection of endangered critters
while still protecting the prop-
erty rights of the citizens.

His book, “This Land Is Our
Land,” is a guide on how to end
the war on private property. It
should be required reading for
elected officials and anyone who
owns property.

Pombo has been a progressive
legislator in all his time in Con-
gress. One example is his pro-
posal for a new route from the
Central Valley to the San Jose
area that makes extremely good
sense. He has been instrumental
in road improvements in the area
to help ease the hellish commute
for workers going to work in the
Bay Area. Try route 205 during
commute hours.

Mr. Pombo has helped those
of us involved in wind power

projects in the Altamont area,
showing a real concern for renew-
able energy. We need Richard
Pombo in Congress.

Support Prop. 1E
Barbara Hempill, President
League of Women Voters
Livermore-Amador Valley

Proposition 1E on the Novem-
ber 7 ballot is California’s answer
to the wake-up call heard around
the country following Hurricane
Katrina. This bond measure will
enable the state to begin essen-
tial repairs to its aging and ne-
glected flood control system.
This work is needed to protect
our lives and property.

In addition, Proposition 1E
will protect the state’s supply of
clean, safe drinking water by up-
grading flood control systems
that can fail and threaten drink-
ing water supplies, pollute
streams, and foul beaches.

California is vulnerable to
natural disasters, and our
economy and quality of life are
at risk if we do nothing to up-
grade our water infrastructure.
Join the League of Women Vot-
ers of California by voting “yes”
on Proposition 1E on November
7 to meet that challenge.

Hiding?
Lillie Bond
Livermore

I read in a local newspaper on
10.19.06 that Republican Assem-
blyman Guy Houston sought and
obtained a gag order keeping his
deposition testimony in the fraud
lawsuit filed against him secret
until after the upcoming election
in which he asks us to re-elect
him into office.

Very serious allegations of
fraud have been made against
Guy Houston. Maybe they are
true, or maybe they’re not. But
what right does he have to keep
everything secret until after an
election where the voters are to
make judgments about one’s
honesty, integrity, and fitness for
office?

What did Guy Houston do and
why doesn’t he want us to know?
If he wasn’t concerned about
damaging information coming
out in his deposition, why would
he want to keep his testimony
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secret? What is he hiding?

Softball Fields
Lisa Stanford
Livermore

I am writing this in hope of
raising awareness regarding the
upcoming decision of the LARPD
board members whether to close
the softball field on 7th and G
streets. My daughter has played
for the LGSA for the past two
years. It is an activity that she
and her friends look forward to
every spring. There are not many
affordable athletic opportunities
left for the children of this val-
ley.

It is my understanding that
LGSA would be forced to elimi-
nate up to two age groups for the
2008 season if this field is forced
to close. If they must close this
field, an alternate location
should be provided for play.
Some families have made the de-
cision to register their children
in leagues outside of Livermore
due to the fear of there not being
facilities available in the future.
I cannot afford to transport my
kids from city to city, and don’t
think I should have to.

Please attend the meeting to
help save our playing fields,
Wednesday, November 8th at 7
p.m. at the Robert Livermore
Community Center on East Av-
enue.

Increased Taxes?
Del Miles
Livermore

Those who promote bonds
(Prop. 1A, B, C, D, E and 84) say
we can have what we want with-
out an increase in taxes. Wrong.
About half of the cost of bonds is
for interest. That’s additional in-
terest we would owe, to be paid
by taxes. That’s additional taxes.

Pay as we go would pay the
total cost in half the tie. (No in-
terest). At the same cost as bonds,
the savings in interest could
double the services provided. In-
terest payments do not build
roads. The taxes we pay for inter-
est could.

Do we really want to pay
$50,000 for a $25,000 ve-
hicle???? Who is promoting
bonds? Investors? Are we voting
to double the price for services?

Think about it.

Arkin for Council
Mike Regan
Pleasanton

Is public service a calling or
does it merely serve as a spring
board to launch self serving par-
ticipants into positions of in-
creasing power and influence?  In
times gone by, public service was
considered a noble endeavor. To
serve one’s community in order
to make it better was a laudable
goal. Unfortunately, too many of
today’s politician’s are more in-
terested in sound bites, imagine
making, spin and the pure pur-
suit of power. Fewer and fewer
candidates who fit the traditional
notion of serving their commu-
nity are pursuing higher office.

Brian Arkin is one of those
who still believes in serving his
fellow citizens to keep Pleasan-
ton a wonderful place to live and
work. He is committed to ensur-
ing its continued vitality in the
future. Brian has served with dis-
tinction on the planning commis-
sion for the past eight years. He
has shown himself to be a com-
mitted, objective, compassionate
and creative leader during this
time. His efforts in securing the
Bernal property, working to in-
crease access to sports fields, as-
suring the thoroughness of the
General Plan update, and his
commitment to youth issues ex-
hibit Brian’s true love for his city
and his dedication to serve it.
Brian’s altruism is refreshing in
today’s environment. He will
make a fantastic City Council
member.

Experience Counts
Jeff Nibert
Pleasanton

I ask the voters of Pleasanton
to join together in electing Brian
Arkin to the City Council.   Brian
has worked hard as our Planning
Commissioner since 1999.

He required that new devel-
opment respect our community
values and neighborhoods, and
he has protected our hills and
open space.

Brian Arkin conceived and
co-authored Measure V in 2002

to preserve our Bernal Park across
from the fairgrounds.  The voters
in 2002 agreed with Brian’s vi-
sion of a Bernal Park with sports
fields, gardens, art center and
open space.

Experience really counts in
city government, and Brian Arkin
has “paid his dues.”   He will be a
strong and effective voice to pre-
serve our Pleasanton values.

Please be sure to vote for Brian
Arkin for City Council!

Support Democrats
Aziza Mara
Livermore

How long do we overlook the
atrocities of our present admin-
istration? How much more ex-
ploitation of our society should
we endure? Some Americans con-
done these actions in retaliation
for President Clinton’s personal,
consensual, sexual affair. That is
really quite clever: letting a band
of hooligans ruin our country for
the sake of revenge. Talk about
cutting off your nose to spite your
face!

President Clinton’s affair af-
fected a handful of people. We
are allowing Bush and his
double-dealing cohorts force
their self-serving agenda on the
whole world. They’re ruining our
global standing, spying on our
citizens, inventing news, squash-
ing dissenters, denying scientific
facts, mishandling natural disas-
ters, supporting escalating pol-
lution, corrupting the Medicare
drug prescription program,
squandering our children’s re-
sources, and killing American
and Iraqi sons and daughters.

In these upcoming elections
let us invest the time to study the
candidates and issues. Know who
we are entrusting with our coun-
try. Keep Big Money from buy-
ing and misappropriating our
votes.  Restore the balance of
power we need in Congress by
sending Democrats like Jerry
McNerney, Ellen Tauscher, and
Dianne Feinstein to Washington
so we can take America back for
“all” Americans.

Please vote for Terry Coleman
for state assembly, a real inde-
pendent thinker, to replace Guy
Houston, whose record shows
nothing but rubber-stamp poli-
tics. Houston is currently em-
broiled in a scandal (pg. A3, V.T.
10/24/06) regarding defrauding
the elderly in real estate deals—
why is the deposition of this case
being kept secret until “after” the
elections?  Hmm…

Neighborhood Park
Lynn Glover
Livermore

“Rebirth” of Downtown Liv-
ermore should include a new
neighborhood park

 The wonderful effort the City
of Livermore is putting into the
downtown redevelopment has
failed to address one glaring
oversight.  The downtown resi-
dents are lacking a neighbor-
hood, green space for people of
all ages to enjoy.  The LARPD is
at a juncture to correct this prob-
lem on November 8th by voting
to renovate the two-acre site lo-
cated at 8th and G Streets
(Bothwell Field) and convert it
to a neighborhood green space
with a tot lot, bike paths, picnic
tables, an informal field and
bocce court.  This is the only
available space to provide a park
for the increasing residential
population living in new, higher
density housing and older homes
in the downtown area.

 Unfortunately there is strong
opposition from a vocal, orga-
nized minority group, the Liver-
more Girls’ Softball Association.
Conversion of this field to a park
would benefit thousands of Liv-
ermore residents, but would mean
that 200 girls would lose the
privilege of playing softball.  The
LGSA plans to “show up in force”
to the upcoming LARPD board
meeting on November 8th to en-
sure that progress does not go
forward and that downtown resi-
dents remain underserved with-
out a park within walking dis-
tance.

  The baseball diamond was
originally placed at Bothwell
Center in 1939.  The complex-
ion and population density of
the area is significantly different
in 2006.  The elected officials of
LARPD need to support the city’s
redevelopment efforts.  Though
difficult, progress must benefit
the majority.  I urge residents to

support a neighborhood park in
this location by e-mailing the
LARPD Board members and at-
tending the meeting on Novem-
ber 8th.  Livermore officials and
residents must work together to
make uniform progress in our
downtown.

Breath of Fresh Air
David Faustina
Youth Minister
Pleasanton

On November 7 Pleasanton
will elect two new
councilmembers. I urge my fel-
low residents to vote for San
Faustina. Dan brings new ideas
and perspective to a council of-
ten wrought by past promises and
pressure. As a native of Pleasan-
ton, Dan will lead with a rever-
ence of the past and hope for the
future. As many are aware Dan
has a twin brother and I am that
individual. I am also the one who
now asks you to join me in elect-
ing Dan faustina. Dan has a pas-
sion for our great city and will
guide us down the path that is
sensible for Pleasanton.

I admire his dedication to pro-
tect our voter approved housing
cap and address traffic issues im-
mediately. I respect his  ability
to work with regional partners
and stand strong behind his
moral fiber. Dan is a role model
to the students in the youth I
serve at Trinity Lutheran Church
and a role model to me. Pleasan-
ton will benefit greatly with a
sound voice like Dan’s speaking
on our behalf. I have always said
that Dan gets my trust and respect
merely based on the fact that he
is my brother. However, he must
earn my vote. Dan has earned my
vote and I ask Pleasanton to join
me in electing Pleasanton’s own:
Dan Faustina.

Vote for Arkin
Susan and George Reid
Pleasanton

Pleasanton voters have an op-
portunity to vote for a highly
qualified and honest candidate
for City Council, Brian Arkin.

Brian brings successful busi-
ness experience (EE and MBA
Degrees) and several years of ex-
perience on the Pleasanton Plan-
ning Commission where he
served Pleasanton well (e.g., ap-
proval of over 200 apartment
units for seniors).

Brian has a vision for leading
Pleasanton with sensible devel-
opment during the period of
buildout of Pleasanton.  Many
citizens are complaining about
traffic—  here is an opportunity
to vote for someone for City
Council who will make good
judgments and really do some-
thing about traffic, not just talk
about it.   A good example is the
waterslide park, Brian opposed
it mainly because it would bring
as many as 200,000 additional
people to the heart of Pleasanton
through already congested
neighborhood streets.

With his involvement in fam-
ily, schools and sports he knows
the quality-of-life issues that are
important to Pleasanton resi-
dents.  Brian is opposed to can-
didates taking PAC money.  You
can trust Brian.  Please join me
in voting for Brian Arkin for
Pleasanton City Council.

Arkin for Council
Sheri Scarborough
Pleasanton

Brian Arkin, a two-term Plan-
ning Commissioner, brings
knowledge of Pleasanton’s
growth and traffic issues and
eight years of firsthand experi-
ence working with the Council,
city staff and Pleasanton residents
to craft creative resolutions to
vexing problems.

Arkin helped put Measure V
on the ballot six years ago. This
vote allowed the city to acquire
a portion of the Bernal property
to use for a Grand City Park-now
a palpable reality.

Arkin, the only candidate who
articulates a “bifocal” view of
Pleasanton, understands that
Pleasanton is both a city as a uni-
fied whole with interests he must
work to protect, as well as a city
of individuals, neighborhoods
and local concerns. Any local

leader must weigh these in the
balance with each decision, but
Arkin is the only candidate I trust
to place the concerns of
Pleasantonians as residents on an
equal plane with the interests of
the city.

I encourage Pleasanton vot-
ers to view the public record of
Arkin’s decisions as a Planning
Commissioner. Arkin listens to
and advocates on behalf of
Pleasanton residents and neigh-
borhoods from all parts of the
city; he is not beholden to any
single “neighborhood interest
group” or any political ideology.

Support Prop. 87
Gavin Hudson
Research Assistant on Climate
Change

We need Prop 87!  As fossil
fuels burn, they cause (1) Global
warming to threaten our coastal
cities, (2) Preventable diseases
like asthma, and (3) America¹s
debts to China pile up as we bor-
row more to buy oil.

Fact: Prop 87 will cost voters
nothing, yet it will ensure
cleaner, cheaper, healthier fuel for
us all.

On November 7, the future of
our economy, our health and our
environment rests in the hands
of California voters.  Vote to em-
power yourself.  You can make a
difference..  Don’t be fooled by
the empty talk of oil company
ads. Support Prop. 87.

Artwork Vandalized
Louann Tung
Livermore

We had a great day today at
Granada Native Gardens. With
GE volunteer help, two truck-
loads of mulch was spread and
the new generator that GE do-
nated allowed us to use hedge
trimmers. The new chipper that
GE donated allowed us to make
our own mulch! The plants
should now be good for the win-
ter and I don’t plan another work-
day until January when we’ll
likely have plenty of weeds. We
will also miss one of our most
hard working volunteers Liz who
will be moving to Wisconsin in
January. Thanks for all your great
help, Liz!!

The bad news is that someone
actually removed the artwork in
the outdoor displays sometime
in the past several weeks. As of
Sept. 30th, all was well.  Two of
the three panels were found in
the creek. Judging by the algae
this must have been done a few
weeks ago. The third is missing.
The aluminum frames were dam-
aged as well. It’s hard to believe
no one saw this happening.

To reprint each panel costs
about $350. The lexan cover is
about $100 each so just that
amounts to $1500 not counting
repair of the frames. The welds
on the frame were easily broken.
In all a new frame system should
be designed to be more secure.
Also, as I mentioned several
months ago, the bench tops need
to be replaced with trex and the
broken slate removed from last
year’s vandalism. I estimate that
to repair all of the benches and
outdoor displays could cost
around $5000. If anyone has
ideas on how this amount of
money could be donated or ap-
plied for, please help. Let’s send
some healing energy to the van-
dals who have so much anger
within them to be so destructive.
—Louann, 455-8823.

Proposition 89
Bud Barlow
Pleasanton

Quite frequently, the candi-
date who has the most money
wins. Let’s take money out of the
equation and have only debates.
Waaait a minute! What about free
speech - the First Amendment?
Well now, you might be arrested
if you use profanity in public.
Free speech violation? You can’t
yell “fire” in a crowded theater.
Free speech violation? There are
obvious conditions where the 1st
amendment rights are limited. So
it could be with campaign fi-
nancing. I believe candidates
must debate issues in a forum and
the debates must be publicly fi-
nanced. There have to be rules to

become a candidate for office, but
it needs to be extended to the fed-
eral level too. Grass roots money
goes into a fund that is used to
offset the costs of public debates
- no billboards, lawn signs, TV
ads, mailers. The media will prob-
ably object and cry “1st amend-
ment” at the potential loss of rev-
enue. But, I truly believe that the
real issue is to elect the candi-
date of the people’s choice.

We are conditioned early that
name recognition is the biggest
factor in getting elected to office.
Some say that relying only on
debates would devalue the im-
portance of the election process.
I believe it would upgrade it, by
taking elections to a higher
plane. Starting in the early
schooling process, our children
must be taught to rely on the is-
sues, making decisions based on
debates and ignoring campaign
rhetoric.

Common Sense
Jody Ward
Pleasanton

I recently read that Congress-
man Pombo advocates “gutting”
the Endangered Species Act
(ESA.) This is a grave concern
since I enjoy our great outdoors,
from hiking in the Sierras to
scuba diving off our California
Coast.

The ESA, as it was written in
1973, was intended to conserve,
and recover, America’s endan-
gered species. But of the 1304
species on the list, only 10 have
been delisted by the U.S. Fish &
Wildlife Service (FWS.) That’s
less than a one percent return on
30 years work and millions of
dollars spent.

If  I were running a company
based on a 30 year old business
plan, pouring in millions of dol-
lars and getting less than a 1%
return, I would call that endeavor
a failure, and, after changing my
name and hair color, would move
to Dubai to avoid prosecution
and an angry mob of stockhold-
ers.  Obviously, like a business,
after 30 years the ESA plan needs
to be revised and adjusted, in-
corporating new scientific meth-
ods and including new technolo-
gies that will better manage the
resources.

The intangible, collateral
damage of the ESA has placed
species like the endangered
Sucker Fish at the center of a po-
litical shell game, and the con-
stant filing of lawsuits has bur-
ied the Fish & Wildlife Service
in litigation, focusing their lim-
ited time and money on legal
proceedings and diverting their
best scientists from field work to
courtrooms - even to the point of
bankrupting the funding for criti-
cal habitat in May of 2003.

The original goal of the En-
dangered Species Act - to recover
failed species - has, quite simply,
failed, and is now lost in the po-
litical dance of the Special Inter-
est Shuffle. Yet, in spite of the
fear-hype of species extinction,
and the howling of environmen-
tal groups, Congressman Pombo
is taking a common sense ap-
proach to revising the Endan-
gered Species Act, committed to

actual results and saving endan-
gered animals.

Support Prop. 87
Paul Weiss
Livermore

Lies, lies, lies.
All the anti-Prop. 87 ads

threaten the public with higher
gas prices at the pump, when the
initiative clearly prohibits com-
panies from passing their new
extraction tax along to the con-
sumer.

But who bothers to read all
the fine print of a long ballot
measure? Well, the analysts at
UC’s Energy Institute do. They
have produced a report rebutting
this false argument.

One modest public service
press release versus tons of scary
publicity about skyrocketing gas
prices? No contest!

The anti-87 ads also claim this
measure would rob public
schools and the state’s public
safety network of “billions of
dollars.” “That’s not fair to our
kids,” they proclaim.

Actually and factually,
California’s nonpartisan Legisla-
tive Analyst’s Office reports, “the
loss of property taxes would not
exceed a few million dollars an-
nually,” while, “the new tax
would raise up to $485 million
per year, some for education.”

But no laws hold the fat-cat
oil companies responsible for
their Big Lie campaign. In Cali-
fornia, if you have the power of
big money, you can freely spread
deliberate disinformation as
thick as manure on the fertile
ground of public ignorance.

And it smells just as bad.
Don’t be a victim of the oil

profiteers Big Lie propaganda.
Vote to pass Prop. 87.

Assault on the Environment
Samantha Murray
Conservation Director
Golden Gate Audubon Society

Under Proposition 90, virtu-
ally any action taken to protect
the environment, including ur-
ban growth boundaries, the CA
Endangered Species Act and re-
strictions on off-shore drilling,
would result in developers re-
ceiving huge payments.  And
when taxpayers inevitably can-
not afford to pay, the destructive
actions are allowed to proceed.

 Proposition 90 is modeled
after Oregon’s Measure 37, which
passed statewide in 2004.  But
the overwhelming sentiment
now is regret; many of the people
who voted for Measure 37 wish
they hadn’t.  Already over 2,700
claims have been filed to de-
velop 143,000 acres, seeking $5
billion in compensation. These
include claims to turn lily farms
into mobile-home parks, drill
geothermal test wells inside the
Newberry National Monument
and launch a large gravel min-
ing operation within 200 feet of
neighboring homes.  And in
nearly all of the 700 settled cases,
the government, handcuffed by
Measure 37, has waived the regu-
lations in question.

 Following in the footsteps of
the deceptively named “Clear

MAILBOX
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Skies” or “Healthy Forest” ini-
tiatives, the “Protect our Homes”
Initiative is not about property
rights or limiting government
regulation.  Rather, a vote for
Proposition 90 is a vote against
spectacular vistas, controlled ur-
ban sprawl and the quality of life
that makes California special.

Faustina for Council
Erik Hobizal
Pleasanton

Resembling what can only be
described as the old west, Pleas-
anton has become the home to a
new breed of gun slinger.  Not
the unflinching, fearless cow-
boys of yesteryear with their six-
shooters blazing. No, this is a
whining, sniveling bunch of
politicians who have ridden in
on their high horses slinging
mud and rhetoric. Yes folks, wel-
come to the new arena of pro-
gressive politics.  Substance, mo-
rality, and caring are completely
optional.  But ties are a must.

Do we really need a nonstop
parade of showdowns, where the
hand of deception strikes high
noon and the dueling do-noth-
ings draw their unarmed weap-
ons of wit? I say no and I say it is
time to send city hall a message.

The change can start here.
The change can start now.  The
change can start by electing can-
didates like Pleasanton’s own
Dan Faustina to the Pleasanton
City Council. Dan has the hon-
esty and integrity needed to

move this great city forward
which is evident by the nature in
which his campaign has oper-
ated. Dan is more than qualified.
He comes to the table with real
ideas. He proves that you don’t
need to walk with a big stick but
rather lead by example.

Let the other candidates and
elected officials know you have
had enough.  Let them know that
change begins with you.  Please
join me on November 7 and vote
for substance, vote for change,
vote for something new - Vote for
Dan Faustina for City Council.

Brozosky Confused
The Pleasanton Police
Officers Association
Jerry Niceley - President

Recently, mayoral candidate
Steve Brozosky ran a full back-
page advertisement in the Octo-
ber 13th Pleasanton Weekly.  The
ad featured three bullet points in
large print, which Brozosky
claims are the most important
local issues – traffic congestion,
public safety, and quality of life.

We agree that these are very
important issues facing our city.
The Pleasanton Police Officer’s
Association recognizes that we
share a major stake in all three of
those issues.  Working with the
support of the City and Police
management, we strive to ensure
those issues are our primary fo-
cus.

We also need the support of
our current city council and
mayor to ensure we remain a
competitive and desirable

agency that continues to hire the
most highly qualified applicants.
We need someone that under-
stands the direction the City of
Pleasanton, the Police Depart-
ment and the Association is
headed in order to maintain that
quality of life.  We do not be-
lieve candidate Brozosky has a
clear understanding of these is-
sues nor do we believe he com-
prehends how they will be most
effectively addressed.  The Pleas-
anton Police Officers Association
supports Jennifer Hosterman for
Mayor.

Cheryl Cook-Kallio
Bonnie Shamblin
Pleasanton

I would like to express my en-
dorsement for Cheryl Cook-
Kallio for Pleasanton City Coun-
cil.

I have had the pleasure of
meeting Cheryl and I am im-
pressed with her ideas for Pleas-
anton and her no-nonsense
stands on issues important to our
community.  She comes across
with a certainty, an open
mindedness and a sense of prac-
ticality that we can all appreci-
ate in a representative.   She be-
lieves in doing the job that we
elect her to do.  She’s not above
listening with a fair mind then
making the decisions we elect
her to make.  She will add an ele-
ment of freshness and unencum-
bered ideas to our council at a
time when we really need it.

I am a fourth generation Pleas-
anton resident and I raised my

MAILBOX
(continued from page 6) family here.  I own a small busi-

ness downtown and my husband
works for the city.  We have very
strong ties to this town and a deep
sense of community.  We believe
in Cheryl’s approach and know
she will do her best to represent
the citizens of Pleasanton. Our
candidate for city council is
Cheryl Cook-Kallio.  Please join
my family and cast your vote for
Cheryl.

For more information on
Cheryl, visit www.votecook-
kallio.com

Vote for Thorne
Ted Kinzer
Pleasanton

I would encourage everyone
in Pleasanton to get out in No-
vember and re-elect Jerry Thorne
for city council. Jerry has proven
himself to be a very a capable
leader on the council. His bal-
anced approach and thoughtful
input is needed. I believe Jerry
has been very clear about the
need to ensure Pleasanton is
thinking of our future financially.
He is also looking to create a
strong legacy.

Currently, I serve on the Parks
and Recreation Commission.
Jerry is always available for ad-
vice and words of wisdom. A vote
for Jerry is one for a strong Pleas-
anton for years to come.

Support Pombo
Jody Ward
Pleasanton

Sad but true, politics is a nasty
business, and it doesn’t turn to

sweetness and light once the elec-
tion is over. The halls of Con-
gress are no place for the naive
or faint of heart, and green rook-
ies are often politically pulver-
ized without regard to their high
ideals and best intentions.
Whether it should be that way or
not, the reality is, it often takes
years to establish the relation-
ships and clout necessary to ac-
complish anything, and even the
gifted few with superior negoti-
ating and leadership skills find
the going pretty rough.

So, as a resident of the Tri-
Valley, I am very concerned that
with Jerry McNerney’s experi-
ence and background, issues spe-
cific to our area - infrastructure,
traffic, business growth, and pub-
lic safety, to name a few - will not
be capably represented.

According to his official
website bio, McNerney has never
held any position of leadership,
not an officer in the military, not
any appointed commission, not
any local elected office, not even
as a manger or executive in the
business world. The closest he
has come to any position of in-
fluence was “working as an en-
ergy consultant to PG&E…” and
other energy agencies.

His bio states, “He is now the
CEO of a start-up company that
will manufacture wind turbines.”
This company is a home-based
business that “will” produce a
product, but so far has not manu-
factured anything. The Citizens
for Responsibility & Ethics in

Congress state “McNerney has
little income. Last year two sepa-
rate consulting projects brought
in only $2,109.” McNerney’s re-
sume for leadership is not reas-
suring.

In contrast, Congressman
Pombo, as past member of the
Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure, and now the
Chairman of the influential
House Resources Committee, is
poised to positively impact his
district. He takes to congress his
common sense, get results ap-
proach and blends it with his sea-
soned experience and committee
Chairmanship that will benefit
our area and California.

A Clear Choice
Carl Walter
Pleasanton

Pleasanton friends and neigh-
bors, have you spent hours study-
ing all the issues that we have an
opportunity to vote on next Tues-
day?  Some issues are not what
they seem at first, and many
choices don’t have a clear cut
preference.  Good Luck!  How
about the Yes and No vote for all
the judges?  How is one sup-
posed to decide on that?

The one issue that is very clear
is that Jerry Thorne is the best
candidate for Pleasanton City
Council.  If you haven’t already
voted, please vote to re-elect
Jerry Thorne.  We need an expe-
rienced, knowledgeable, and
dedicated council person for
Pleasanton.

The following are the summa-
ries and arguments for and
against for propositions on the
November 7 state ballot. The in-
formation was prepared by the
League of Women Voters and can
be found at the organization’s
website: www.smartvoter.org.

Proposition 1A: Should the
California Constitution be
amended to further protect the
state sales tax revenues for trans-
portation purposes from general-
purpose use and require any
funds borrowed to be repaid to
the transportation fund?

Summary Prepared by the
State Attorney General: Protects
transportation funding for traf-
fic congestion relief projects,
safety improvements, and local
streets and roads. Prohibits the
state sales tax on motor vehicle
fuels from being used for any
purpose other than transporta-
tion improvements. Authorizes
loans of these funds only in the
case of severe state fiscal hard-
ship. Requires loans of revenues
from states sales tax on motor
vehicle fuels to be fully repaid
with the three years. Restricts
loans to no more than twice in
any 10-year period. (Put on the
ballot by the Legislature)

Fiscal Impact from the Legis-
lative Analyst: No revenue effect
or cost effects. Increases stabil-
ity of funding to transportation
in 2007 and thereafter.

A YES vote on this measure
means:  The State Constitution
would specify additional limita-
tions on the state's ability to sus-
pend the transfer of gasoline
sales tax revenues from the Gen-
eral Fund to transportation. In
addition, all past suspensions
would be required to be repaid
by June 30, 2016, at a specified
minimum rate of repayment each
year.

A NO vote on this measure
means:  The State Constitution
would not further limit the state's
ability to suspend the transfer of
gasoline sales tax revenues. State
law, instead of the State Consti-
tution, would specify when past
suspensions would be repaid.

Summary of Arguments FOR
Proposition 1A:  “yes” on 1A
dedicates taxes we already pay
at the pump for transportation

improvements like building
roads, congestion relief, and
safety repairs. 1A closes a loop-
hole in the law to prevent politi-
cians from spending gas taxes on
other programs. Rebuild Califor-
nia: “yes” on 1A--safer roads, re-
duced congestion.

Summary of Arguments
AGAINST Proposition 1A: Vote
"no" on Proposition 1A! Keep
Education, health care, and di-
saster relief our State's top priori-
ties. In hard economic times, "au-
topilot" budgeting causes mas-
sive unnecessary cuts to schools,
firefighters, trauma centers, and
health care. The Governor and
Legislature must have flexibil-
ity to meet the needs of Califor-
nians. Vote "no" on Proposition
1A.

Proposition 1B: Should the
state sell $19.9 billion in gen-
eral obligation bonds to fund
state and local transportation im-
provement projects to relieve
congestion, improve movement
of goods, improve air quality, and
enhance safety and security of the
transportation system?

Summary Prepared by the
State Attorney General: This act
makes safety improvements and
repairs to state highways, up-
grades freeways to reduce con-
gestion, repairs local streets and
roads, upgrades highways along
major transportation corridors,
improves seismic safety of local
bridges, expands public transit,
helps complete the state's net-
work of car pool lanes, reduces
air pollution, and improves anti-
terrorism security at shipping
ports by providing for a bond is-
sue not to exceed nineteen bil-
lion nine hundred twenty-five
million dollars
($19,925,000,000). (Put on the
ballot by the Legislature)

Fiscal Impact from the Legis-
lative Analyst: State costs of ap-
proximately $38.9 billion over
30 years to repay bonds. Addi-
tional unknown state and local
operations and maintenance
costs.

A YES vote on this measure
means: The state could sell $19.9
billion in general obligation
bonds, for state and local trans-
portation improvement projects

to relieve congestion, improve
the movement of goods, improve
air quality, and enhance the
safety and security of the trans-
portation system.

A NO vote on this measure
means: The state could not sell
$19.9 billion in general obliga-
tion bonds, for these purposes.

Summary of Arguments FOR
Proposition 1B:  “yes” on 1B
jump-starts traffic relief, mass
transit, and safety improvements
in every corner of the state with-
out raising taxes. 1B builds new
roads and transportation im-
provement projects that enhance
mobility and protect our eco-
nomic future. Rebuild Califor-
nia: “yes” on 1B--safer roads, re-
duced congestion, and a strong
economy.

Summary of Arguments
AGAINST Proposition 1B: Cali-
fornia cannot afford to continue
borrowing its way into a false
sense of economic security. More
borrowing means worsening
budget deficits. A no vote will
force the Legislature to focus on
paying for our transportation
needs with existing funds in a fis-
cally responsible manner. Please
vote “no” on 1B.

Proposition 1C: Should the
state sell $2.9 billion in general
obligation bonds to fund hous-
ing for lower-income residents
and development in urban areas
near public transportation?

Summary Prepared by the
State Attorney General: For the
purpose of providing shelters for
battered women and their chil-
dren, clean and safe housing for
low-income senior citizens;
homeownership assistance for the
disabled, military veterans, and
working families; and repairs and
accessibility improvements to
apartments for families and dis-
abled citizens, the state shall is-
sue bonds totaling two billion
eight hundred fifty million dol-
lars ($2,850,000,000) paid from
existing state funds at an aver-
age annual cost of two hundred
and four million dollars
($204,000,000) per year over the
30 year life of the bonds. Re-
quires reporting and publication
of annual independent audited
reports showing use of funds, and

limits administration and over-
head costs. (Put on the ballot by
the Legislature)

A YES vote on this measure
means: The state could sell $2.85
billion in general obligation
bonds to support a variety of
housing and development pro-
grams.

A NO vote on this measure
means:  The state could not sell
$2.85 billion in general obliga-
tion bonds for these purposes.

Summary of Arguments FOR
Proposition 1C: “yes” on Propo-
sition 1C provides emergency
shelters for battered women, af-
fordable homes for seniors and
former foster youths, and shelters
with social services for homeless
families without raising taxes.
Rebuild California: Join Habitat
for Humanity, AARP, and CA
Partnership to End Domestic Vio-
lence, vote Yes on 1C.

Summary of Arguments
AGAINST Proposition 1C:  Vote
"no" on Proposition 1C. Almost
$3 billion in new government
debt and big bureaucracy won't
make California housing afford-
able. Proposition 1C gives your
money to a select few chosen by
bureaucrats then sticks every
California family of four with
$600 of debt and interest. Vote
"no" on irresponsible debt.

Proposition 1D: Should the
state sell $10.4 billion in gen-
eral obligation bonds to fund re-
pair and upgrade of public
schools, including kindergarten
through grade 12, community
colleges, and state universities?

Summary Prepared by the
State Attorney General: This ten
billion four hundred sixteen mil-
lion dollar ($10,416,000,000)
bond issue will provide needed
funding to relieve public school
overcrowding and to repair older
schools. It will improve earth-
quake safety and fund vocational
educational facilities in public
schools. Bond funds must be
spent according to strict account-
ability measures. Funds will also
be used to repair and upgrade
existing public college and uni-
versity buildings and to build
new classrooms to accommodate
the growing student enrollment
in the California Community

Colleges, the University of Cali-
fornia, and the California State
University. (Put on the ballot by
the Legislature)

Fiscal Impact from the Legis-
lative Analyst: State costs of
about $20.3 billion to pay off
both the principal ($10.4 billion)
and interest ($9.9 billion) on the
bonds. Payments of about $680
million per year.

A YES vote on this measure
means: The state could sell $10.4
billion in general obligation
bonds for education facilities
($7.3 billion for K+12 school fa-
cilities and $3.1 billion for higher
education facilities).

A NO vote on this measure
means:  The state could not sell
$10.4 billion in general obliga-
tion bonds for these purposes.

Summary of Arguments FOR
Proposition 1D: Yes on 1D makes
our school buildings earthquake-
safe and reduces overcrowding
in classrooms for students. It up-
dates schools with new technol-
ogy, builds vocational education
facilities, and funds our rapidly
growing community college sys-
tem. Rebuild California: “yes” on
1D--an investment in our children
is an investment in California's
future.

Summary of Arguments
AGAINST Proposition 1D:  We
should make school construction
a top priority for current spend-
ing. We cannot afford
$10,416,000,000 in new debt,
which today's schoolchildren
will still be paying back long af-
ter their own children have
graduated. Most schools will re-
ceive nothing from this bond.
Fairness requires local districts
to pay for local projects.

Proposition 1E: Should the
state sell $4.1 billion in general
obligation bonds to finance di-
saster preparedness and flood
prevention projects at the state
and local levels?

Summary Prepared by the
State Attorney General: This act
rebuilds and repairs California's
most vulnerable flood control
structures to protect homes and
prevent loss of life from flood-
related disasters, including levee
failures, flash floods, and
mudslides; it protects California's

drinking water supply system by
rebuilding delta levees that are
vulnerable to earthquakes and
storms; by authorizing a $4.09
billion dollar bond act. (Put on
the ballot by the Legislature)

Fiscal Impact from the Legis-
lative Analyst: State costs of ap-
proximately $8 billion over 30
years to replay bonds. Reduction
in local property tax revenues of
potentially up to several million
dollars annually. Additional un-
known state and local operations
and maintenance costs.

A YES vote on this measure
means: The state could sell about
$4.1 billion in general obligation
bonds to fund flood management
projects, including repairs and
improvements to levees, weirs,
bypasses, and other flood con-
trol facilities throughout the state.

A NO vote on this measure
means: A NO vote on this mea-
sure means: The state could not
sell about $4.1 billion in general
obligation bonds for these pur-
poses.

Summary of Arguments FOR
Proposition 1E: Yes on Proposi-
tion 1E protects against floods
and helps ensure an adequate
supply of clean drinking water
for all Californians. It repairs
levees and increases flood pro-
tection. 1E also helps prevent
water pollution in our streams
and ocean. Rebuild California:
YES on 1E--Clean Water, Flood
Protection, and Disaster Pre-
paredness.

Summary of Arguments
AGAINST Proposition 1E: We
cannot afford $4,090,000,000 in
new debt and higher taxes to pay
it back. Local projects should be
funded locally, without unfair
subsidies. This bond will not pro-
vide any new drinking water. The
repairs funded by this bond will
need to be repaired again before
this bond is repaid.

Proposition 83: Should Cali-
fornia amend existing laws relat-
ing to violent and habitual sex
offenders and child molesters to
increase penalties and monitor-
ing?

Summary Prepared by the
State Attorney General: Increases
penalties for violent and habitual

Voters Have a Variety Of State Propositions to Consider

(continued on page 9)



PAGE 8 - The Independent, NOVEMBER 4, 2006

PLEASANTON
(continued from page one)

opment patterns in that Hoster-
man is more amenable to transit
oriented development in the Ha-
cienda Business Park. They
agree on some development in
the downtown, and at the west
BART station.

When it comes to providing
affordable housing, Brozosky
would prefer to focus on rental
units.  He suggests using in lieu
fees from developments to sub-
sidize rental units  in the city.

Hosterman said there are a
couple of opportunities to pro-
vide affordable housing. One is
to rezone land at densities where
affordable or workforce housing
could be built. The other is to
streamline the permit process to
make it easier for such projects
to be built.

For traffic on Pleasanton
streets, timing lights is a solu-
tion they both mention as a way
to help reduce congestion within
the city. Hosterman also sug-
gests encouraging more use of
trails and increasing the safety
of bike lanes, so people would
get out of their automobiles.

Brozosky has served on the
council for four years. If he were
not elected mayor, he would no
longer be on the council.

Brozosky says he would
bring leadership to the council.
He would focus on city issues,
not national or international is-
sues.

Brozosky believes he has ac-
complished much during his four
years on the council. These in-
clude helping to develop the
memorandum of understanding
with Alameda County over the
Staples Ranch. As a member of
the Livermore-Amador Valley
Transit Authority, he was instru-
mental in providing more bus
trips to take kids to and from
school. He helped to gain the
BMX Park and designed and
wrote the program for the P-
Town 411 website (for teens).

Public safety would be a fo-
cus. He believes the city is vul-
nerable to a man-made or natu-
ral disaster. He says that the city
needs to do a better job educat-
ing citizens what to do.  He
would work to ensure that the
residents and businesses know
what to do during the first 72-
hours after a disaster, the period
of time when there is least likely
to be outside help available.

Brozosky is chairman of the
Livermore Amador Valley Tran-
sit Authority, a member of the
Alameda County Transportation
Authority, and city council liai-
son to the Pleasanton School
District and East Bay Regional
Park District.

 Along with his duties as a
City Councilman, Brozosky  co-
founded a Software Develop-
ment company, Government
Outreach, in 2004 to provide
software solutions to transform
customer service for govern-
ments.

Prior to starting his current
company, Brozosky was the Di-
rector of Research and Develop-
ment of a software company that
went public and was later pur-
chased by PeopleSoft (and then
Oracle). He was responsible for
strategic direction, scheduling,
hiring, and budgetary issues.

Brozosky is endorsed by fel-
low councilmember Cindy
McGovern, Alameda County Su-
pervisor Scott Haggerty, San Ra-
mon Mayor H. Abram Wilson,
Livermore Mayor Marshall
Kamena, school board trustees
Steve Pulido, Juanita Haugen
and Pat Kernan, former mayor
Frank Brandes, former planning
commissioner Mary Roberts, and
assembly candidate Jill Buck.

After serving two years on the
city council, Hosterman was
elected mayor two years ago.

Hosterman says that her ulti-
mate goal as mayor has been and
will continue to be to protect the
quality of life we enjoy, to meet
these challenges, and to make a
great City even better.

One thing that she says that
she  has been pleased with dur-
ing her term as mayor is that the
council has been able to move
priority projects forward. Many

are underway, including the
Alviso Adobe Park, renovation
of the Veterans Building,  and
planning for the Bernal property.
“I believe I took a personal role
in advancing them,” she de-
clared.

Environmental issues have
been a focus of Hosterman, in-
cluding helping to start
Pleasanton’s energy committee,
and establishing a citywide e-
waste day. Hosterman has also
supported the green building or-
dinance. She proposes new en-
ergy and water elements for the
general plan.

She is a graduate of the Uni-
versity of San Francisco. Hoster-
man served as co-chair of the
Bernal Property Task Force.

She currently serves on the
following committees: Zone 7
Liaison Committee, Alameda
County Congestion Manage-
ment Agency, Alameda County
Economic Development Alli-
ance for Business, Association of
Bay Area Governments Regional
Planning Committee, Alameda
County Waste Management Au-
thority, Committee of Valley
Water Retailers, I-680 Smart
Carpool Lane Policy Advisory
Committee, Tri-Valley Business
Council Executive Roundtable,
and the Tri-Valley Transporta-
tion Triangle Policy Advisory
Committee.

Hosterman is endorsed by the
Pleasanton Weekly, The Indepen-
dent, The Tri-Valley Herald,
Pleasanton Police Officers Asso-
ciation, Firefighters Local 1974,
the Sierra Club, Former Mayor
Tom Pico, councilmember Matt
Sullivan and the mayors of Fre-
mont, Emeryville, Union City,
Hayward, Albany, San Leandro
and Alameda.

COUNCIL RACE
The one issue that council

candidates differ on is the
Stoneridge Drive extension.
Cook-Kallio supports the exten-
sion. The other three oppose the
extension until freeway conges-
tion has been dealt with. Cook-
Kallio  said the city may want to
rethink traffic patterns to reduce
congestion. That can’t be accom-
plished by taking things off the
table, such as the Stoneridge ex-
tension, she says.

Other ideas about traffic were
expressed by council candidates.

 Arkin says he has been ac-
tively studying software that
monitors traffic lights and learns
to understand traffic counts.
“The software learns traffic pat-
terns; anticipates and adjusts traf-
fic lights appropriately. It re-
quires no human intervention,”
he explains.

Faustina would  look at the
impacts of traffic calming on
public safety, whether they slow
response time by emergency re-
sponders.

Thorne says he hears people
say that timing stoplights would
help. It won’t solve the problems,
Thorne contends. There needs to
be a regional effort to solve the
freeway problems. With traffic
moving on the highways, there
won’t be as much cutting through
the city.

THE CANDIDATES
Arkin has served on the Plan-

ning Commission since 1999, in-
cluding two stints as chairman.
He believes that experience will
serve him well on the council.
Arkin says he has spent the last
ten years protecting the hills and
open space around the city and
will continue to do so, if elected.

Arkin is especially supportive
of transit oriented development
at BART stations.  “Building
homes near the stations provides
the best opportunity for
affordablity, because of high den-
sity,” said Arkin. He added, there
is also the least impact on exist-
ing neighborhoods.

  Arkin conceived and co-
authored Measure V, which was
approved by voters. It does not
allow any more housing to be
built on the Bernal property. He
has also led and collected signa-
tures for referendums to protect
neighborhoods from what he de-
scribes as poorly conceived de-
velopment projects.

He is a public school volun-

teer and a YMCA volunteer.
Arkin has a degree in elec-

tronic engineering and an MBA
degree. He holds thirteen US Pat-
ents and is a published author.
He works as the Director of Hard-
ware Engineering at a semicon-
ductor equipment company in
Milpitas.

He is endorsed by former
mayor Tom Pico, and city
councilmembers Cindy
McGovern and Matt Sullivan,
school board trustee Kris Weaver,
former planning commissioner
Mary Roberts, planning commis-
sioners Anne Fox and Phillip
Blank, former mayor Ben Tarver,
and former councilmember Kay
Ayala..

Cheryl Cook-Kallio has been
politically active in campaigns
and government since high
school. She teaches government
at Irvington High School in Fre-
mont and has also been the coach
of the We the People team there,
a competitive civics class.

 As a councilmember, she be-
lieves she will play the role of a
consensus builder to “help shape
Pleasanton’s future.” Her goal
would be community building.

Cook-Kallio believes it is par-
ticularly important to provide
housing for citizens who serve
the community, such as firemen,
police and teachers.  She didn’t
offer any specific ideas.

She has been honored by the
Fremont Education Foundation
for Excellence in Education in
2006, Irvington High School's
Teacher of the Year 2005, Woman
of the Year by State Senator Liz
Figueroa 2004, Teacher of the
Year by the Sons of the American
Revolution 1997. In 1997, Cook-
Kallio was also awarded a James
Madison Memorial Foundation
Fellowship, a prestigious merit
scholarship awarded to only one
teacher per state each year to pur-
sue a master's degree with an
emphasis on the United States
Constitution.

Among those endorsing
Cook-Kallio are
Assemblymember Alberto
Torrico, State Senator Liz
Figueroa, and Pleasanton Mayor
Jennifer Hosterman. She has also
been endorsed by the Pleasanton
Chamber of Commerce, Con-
gressman Pete Stark, Alameda
County Supervisor Scott
Haggerty, former
councilmembers Matt Campbell
and Karin Mohr, the Alameda
County Democratic Party, Liver-
more Pleasanton Firefighters Lo-
cal 1974, and the Pleasanton
Weekly.

Faustina would support some
transit oriented development
(TOD). He would scale back on
some of the large home develop-
ments.

The city could come up with
creative incentives, reduce fees,
and/or fast track the permitting
process to encourage affordable
housing. The city should also
seek state and federal funding and
work with nonprofits and faith
based groups to provide afford-
able housing. He pointed to the
Habitat for Humanity project in
Livermore as an example of what
could be done.

Faustina would like to see
more focus on planning to deal
with all potential disasters in-
cluding earthquakes, terrorism or
a pandemic situation such as the
flu.

Faustina serves on the
Alameda County Consumer Af-
fairs Commission, the Alameda
County Human Relations Com-
mission and is president-elect of
the Kiwanis Club of Pleasanton.
He is also a leader in the Trinity
Lutheran Church High School
Ministries, and is a volunteer
coach for the Pleasanton Junior
Football League.

He was the former head coach
of the Saint Mary’s College Men’s
Rowing Team – 2001-2004. While
at the helm, Dan guided the Gaels
to three straight West Coast titles

and two top five national
rankings.

Faustina earned a B.A. in Po-
litical Science from Pepperdine
University.

He is endorsed by
councilmember Cindy McGovern,
former councilmember Sharrell
Michelotti, school board trustee
Steve Pulido, Assemblyman Guy
Houston, Dorene Paradiso, and
former fire chief George Withers.

Thorne was elected to com-
plete the term vacated when Jen-
nifer Hosterman was elected
mayor. Thorne believes the coun-
cil has a role to play in bringing
the community  together.

One area Thorne would like to
work on is the development of a
finance matrix for the city.

Rezoning land for higher den-
sities would provide an opportu-
nity for affordable housing. At the
same time, the rezoning would put
the city in compliance with its
housing element.  Thorne also
says he favors transit oriented de-

velopment. However, that will re-
quire tough decisions about
whether the council wants to
forego additional development in
the downtown.

Thorne is the City Council Li-
aison to Pleasanton Economic
Vitality Committee and City Coun-
cil Liaison to Livermore Amador
Valley Water Management
Agency. He served on the Parks
and Recreation Commission for
ten years, with two terms as chair-
man. He was vice chairman of the
Pleasanton Energy Committee and
helped to develop the new energy
element for the general plan.

He is a member of the Liver-
more Amador Valley Historical
Society, Pleasanton Cultural Arts
Council, and Vision 2010 Agricul-
tural lands and Open Space Com-
mittee. He successfully led a
grassroots community effort to
build a 50-meter Olympic pool in
Pleasanton. He co-authored the
successful Ballot Initiative titled
“ Initiative to Save Our Commu-
nity Park,” which has led to the

current construction of lighted
ballfields on the Bernal Property.

 Thorne worked for 26 years
with Agilent Technologies and
Hewlett Packard Corporation, in-
cluding Global Operations Man-
agement responsibility for Envi-
ronmental Engineering and
Safety Engineering.

He served in the U.S. Army
and Army National Guard Officer
Corps (1963-1969), reaching the
rank of Captain, Artillery.

He is endorsed by Alameda
County Supervisor Scott
Haggerty and former Pleasanton
mayors Tom Pico and Ken Mer-
cer. He is also endorsed by cur-
rent councilmember Matt
Sullivan, as well as members of
the Parks and Recreation Com-
mission and the Civic Arts Com-
mission. He is endorsed by Su-
pervisor Scott Haggerty, Assem-
blyman Guy Houston, assembly
candidate Jill Buck, Livermore
Pleasanton Firefighters Local
1974 and the Pleasanton Cham-
ber of Commerce.

OBITUARIES
Michael Lynn McFarland

Michael Lynn McFarland
died October 29, 2006 at his
home in Dublin. He was 47.

The native of Klamath Falls,
OR had lived in Dublin for four
years. He worked as a boat tech-
nician at Boat Masters II in Dub-
lin. He was very involved in
coaching girls softball in Dub-
lin, both when his daughters
played and for years afterward.
Michael enjoyed dirt bike riding
and water skiing. He was a de-
voted Ford car man. He will be
remembered as a loving family
man.

He is survived by his wife of
two years, Ursula McFarland,
daughters Cristal Caldwell of
Turlock, Dawn McFarland of
Sacramento, Danielle
McFarland of Hayward and
Chelsea McFarland of Sacra-
mento, stepdaughters Carly
Jones of Pleasanton and
Stephanie Jones and Brittany
Jones, both of Dublin; his
mother, Helen McFarland of Or-
egon, and a brother Dan
McFarland of Germany. He was
preceded in death by his father
James McFarland.

Funeral services were held
November 3 in Livermore. Burial
was private.

Arrangements by Wilson
Family Funeral Home.

Florence Joan Sale
Florence Joan Sale died Oc-

tober 3,1 2006 at her home in
Castro Valley. She was 80.

The native of London, En-
gland, had lived in Castro Val-
ley for 50 years. She worked as a
bookkeeper for Bank of
America, retiring after 20 years.
Joan enjoyed traveling and es-
pecially to the beach and
Disneyland. She also liked to
read, go to the theater and work
in her flower garden. In her
younger years, she enjoyed
dancing and "sing-songs" in the
pubs of her native London.

She is survived by her hus-
band of 50 years, Ted Sale, a

daughter Julie Sale of Livermore
and a cousin, Roger Littler in
England.

Funeral services will be held
at 2 p.m. Sun., Nov. 5 at the Wil-
son family Funeral Chapel in
Livermore. Visitation will be
from noon to 2 p.m. prior to the
service

Donations may be made to the
local SPCA.

Lois Dean Power
Lois Dean Power lost a 2 ½

year battle with cancer on No-
vember 1, 2006.

She was born November 16,
1921 at the Page family farm in
Ward’s Spring Oklahoma.  The
Doctor was summoned and ar-
rived by horseback in time for
the delivery.  As the family farm
began to fail during the Dust
Bowl, the Page family followed
other family members to Califor-
nia where her father got a job in
Fresno working in the orchards.
After making several difficult
trips back to Oklahoma where
they were unable to locate work,
the family remained in Califor-
nia.  When Lois was 4 they moved
to Pleasanton.   In 1937 Lois
moved to Livermore, where her
parents built the first FMHA
house in Livermore.  She gradu-
ated from Livermore High School
in the Class of 1941.  She at-
tended San Jose State for 2 years
as a pre-nursing student and then
completed her RN degree at
Merritt Hospital School of Nurs-
ing in Oakland.  She enlisted as
an Army nurse, treating injured
WWII soldiers at Fort Lewis,
Washington.  She was discharged
as a 2nd Lieutenant at the end of
the War.

She returned to Livermore at
the end of the War and met a re-
cently discharged Navy sailor,
Neil Power.  They were married
on January 5, 1947 at First Pres-
byterian Church in Livermore.
During the summers of 1947 and
1948 they lived in Yosemite Na-
tional Park where Neil worked as
a seasonal Ranger.  In March
1947 she moved to Fort Ross
State Park where Neil worked as

a state park ranger.   They lived
in a small trailer next to the Rus-
sian Orthodox Church inside the
Fort when their first son Jay was
born in April of 1949.  Lois lived
at several northern California
State Parks, raising a young fam-
ily.  Her second son, Gary, was
born at Samuel Merritt Hospital
on May 11, 1951. In 1960, while
Neil was stationed at Calaveras
Big Trees Park, she joined with 2
other ranger’s wives to form a
crafts business – Calaveras Cones
– that produced decorated sugar
pine cones.  In 1962, while Neil
was stationed at Samuel P. Tay-
lor Park in Marin County, Lois
resumed her nursing career at
Marin General Hospital. In 1967
she completed her School Nurse
certification at College of the
Pacific.  From 1967-1978 she was
the first and only School Nurse
at Sonora High School.  She was
actively involved in public
health issues and testified before
the California Legislature on
dental health issues.

Lois was a talented artist who
produced dried arrangements,
sewing, and oil paintings.  She
wishes to be thought of as the
lady who “made things beauti-
ful and bright.” Her favorite rec-
reation activity was driving over
one of the Sierra passes arriving
in Tahoe to hit the Blackjack
tables. She was active in Omega
Nu sorority for many years.

She is survived by her hus-
band Neil of Columbia and her
sons Jay and Gary, cousins
Corinne Evett of Ada, Oklahoma,
B. R. Sims of Tyler, Texas, Ronald
Jones of Oxnard, Peggy Bumatay
of Aptos and Barbara Swasey of
Sonora and granddaughters Jes-
sica Power and Anna Power.

Funeral Services were held
Saturday November 4   in Sonora
with burial afterwards at Colum-
bia Cemetery.
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sex offenders and child molest-
ers. Prohibits residence near
schools and parks. Requires Glo-
bal Positioning System monitor-
ing of registered sex offenders.
Put on the Ballot by Petition Sig-
natures

Fiscal Impact from the Legis-
lative Analyst: Net state operat-
ing costs within ten years of up
to a couple hundred million dol-
lars annually; potential one-time
state construction costs up to sev-
eral hundred million dollars; un-
known net fiscal impact on local
governments.

A YES vote on this measure
means: Some sex offenders
would serve longer prison and
parole terms. Sex offenders re-
leased from prison would be
monitored with Global Position-
ing System (GPS) devices while
on parole and for life after dis-
charge from state supervision.
Registered sex offenders would
not be allowed to reside within
2,000 feet of a school or park.
More sex offenders would be eli-
gible for commitment by the
courts to state mental health fa-
cilities for treatment under the
Sexually Violent Predator (SVP)
program.

A NO vote on this measure
means: Current sentencing and
residency laws regarding sex of-
fenders stay in effect. State and
local agencies would continue to
have authority to monitor sex of-
fenders with GPS devices while
on parole and probation. Re-
quirements for placement of sex
offenders into the SVP program
would not change.

Summary of Arguments FOR
Proposition 83:  “yes”  on Propo-
sition 83-- Jessica’s Law.  Prop.
83 gives police the tools they
need to keep track of sex crimi-
nals. Prop. 83 stops child molest-
ers from moving near a school or
park. Prop. 83 keeps sexual
predators in prison longer. En-
dorsed by cops and victims --
Vote “yes” on 83.

Summary of Arguments
AGAINST Proposition 83:
Proposition 83 would cost tax-
payers an estimated $500 million
but would not increase public
safety because it's most restric-
tive and expensive provisions
apply to misdemeanor offenders
and others convicted of minor,
nonviolent offenses. Similar laws
have been tried and have failed
in other states. Vote "No" on
Proposition 83!

Proposition 84: Should the
state issue $5.4 billion in bonds
for a wide variety of projects re-
lated to water safety, rivers,
beaches, levees, watersheds, and
parks and forests?

Summary Prepared by the
State Attorney General: Funds
water, flood control, natural re-
sources, park and conservation
projects by authorizing
$5,388,000,000 in general obli-
gation bonds. Emergency drink-
ing water safety provisions. Put
on the Ballot by Petition Signa-
tures

Fiscal Impact from the Legis-
lative Analyst: State cost of
$10.5 billion over 30 years to
repay bonds. Reduced local prop-
erty tax revenues of several mil-
lion dollars annually. Unknown
state and local operations and
maintenance costs: Potentially
tens of millions of dollars annu-
ally.

A YES vote on this measure
means: The state could sell $5.4
billion in general obligation
bonds for safe drinking water,
water quality, and water supply;
flood control; natural resource
protection; and park improve-
ments.

A NO vote on this measure
means: The state could not sell
$5.4 billion in general obligation
bonds for these purposes.

Summary of Arguments FOR
Proposition 84: Provides clean,
safe drinking water for
California's rapidly growing
population; supports vital
projects for coastal protection,
water quality, flood prevention.
Accountability, public disclo-
sure, annual audits, no new taxes.
Join League of Women Voters of
California, Clean Water Action,
Nature Conservancy, business
groups, public health experts, lo-
cal water districts throughout
California.

Summary of Arguments
AGAINST Proposition 84: This
bond was placed on the ballot
by special interests that will
likely receive taxpayers' money
if the bond passes. This so-called
"water and flood control bond"
has no funding for dams or water
storage and little funding for
flood control. This initiative
would spend billions without ef-
fective oversight.

Proposition 85: Should the
California Constitution be
amended to require notification
of the parent or legal guardian of
an unemancipated pregnant mi-
nor at least 48 hours before per-
forming an abortion?

Summary Prepared by the
State Attorney General: Amends
California Constitution prohib-
iting abortion for unemancipated
minor until 48 hours after physi-
cian notifies minor's parent/
guardian, except in medical

emergency or with parental
waiver. Mandates reporting re-
quirements. Authorizes monetary
damages against physicians for
violation. Put on the Ballot by
Petition Signatures

Fiscal Impact from the Legis-
lative Analyst: Potential un-
known net state costs of several
million dollars annually for
health and social services pro-
grams, court administration, and
state health agency administra-
tion combined.

A YES vote on this measure
means: The State Constitution
would be changed to require that
a physician notify, with certain
exceptions, a parent or legal
guardian of a pregnant minor at
least 48 hours before performing
an abortion.

A NO vote on this measure
means: Minors would continue
to receive abortion services to the
same extent as adults. Physicians
performing abortions for minors
would not be subject to notifica-
tion requirements.

Summary of Arguments FOR
Proposition 85: Parents! Right
now anyone can arrange a secret
abortion for your minor daugh-
ter and you won't even know.
Don't permit your young daugh-
ter to be subjected to dangerous
medical procedures without your
knowledge. Keep her life and
health in your hands and not
those of strangers. Vote “yes” on
85.

Summary of Arguments
AGAINST Proposition 85: No
law can mandate family commu-
nication. Vulnerable teenagers
from abusive, violent homes can't
talk to their parents, can't navi-
gate overcrowded courts, and
may resort to dangerous, illegal
abortions. Prop. 85 won't stop
predators, won't protect teens,
and is the first step in overturn-
ing Roe and banning all abor-
tions. Vote “no.”

Proposition 86: Should the
state impose an additional tax of
$2.60 per cigarette pack to fund
new and expanded health ser-
vices, health insurance for chil-
dren, and expand tobacco use
prevention programs?

Summary Prepared by the
State Attorney General: Imposes
additional $2.60 per pack excise
tax on cigarettes and indirectly
increases taxes on other tobacco
products. Provides funding for
various health programs,
children's health coverage, and
tobacco-related programs. Put on
the Ballot by Petition Signatures

Fiscal Impact from the Legis-
lative Analyst: Increase in excise
tax revenues of about $2.1 bil-
lion annually in 2007-08 spent
for the specified purposes out-
lined above. Other potentially
significant costs and savings for
state and local governments due
to program changes.

A YES vote on this measure
means: The existing state excise
tax on cigarettes and other to-
bacco products would increase
by $2.60 per pack to support new
or expanded programs for health
services, children's health cover-
age, and tobacco-related activi-
ties. Other existing programs
supported with tobacco excise
taxes would continue.

A NO vote on this measure
means: State excise taxes on ciga-
rettes and other tobacco products
would remain at the current level
of 87 cents per pack and would
continue to be used for existing
purposes, including childhood
development programs and vari-
ous health and tobacco-related
programs.

Summary of Arguments FOR
Proposition 86:  Proposition 86
reduces smoking and saves lives.
A study by the California Depart-
ment of Health Services says
Proposition 86 will keep 700,000
kids from becoming adult smok-
ers and prevent 300,000 smok-

ing-related deaths. The same
study says Proposition 86 will
save over $16 billion in health
care costs. Yes on 86.

Summary of Arguments
AGAINST Proposition 86:
Proposition 86 is really about
hospitals using our Constitution
and laws to pocket millions for
themselves and HMOs through a
$2.1 billion tax hike. Section 9
even gives hospitals an exemp-
tion to antitrust laws! It's another
lottery mess--and no guarantees
on how the money will be spent.
No on 86.

Proposition 87: Should Cali-
fornia establish a $4 billion
Clean Alternative Energy Pro-
gram to reduce California's oil
and gasoline consumption by 25
percent through incentives for al-
ternative energy, education, and
training?

Summary Prepared by the
State Attorney General: Estab-
lishes $4 billion program to re-
duce petroleum consumption
through incentives for alterna-
tive energy, education and train-
ing. Funded by tax on California
oil producers. Put on the Ballot
by Petition Signatures

Fiscal Impact from the Legis-
lative Analyst: State oil tax rev-
enues of $225 million to $485
million annually for alternative
energy programs totaling $4 bil-
lion. State and local revenue re-
ductions up to low tens of mil-
lions of dollars annually.

A YES vote on this measure
means:  The state would impose
a tax on oil production to sup-
port $4 billion in expenditures
to develop and promote alterna-
tive energy technologies and pro-
mote the reduction of petroleum
use.

A NO vote on this measure
means: The state would not im-
pose a tax on oil production to
fund these activities.

Summary of Arguments FOR
Proposition 87: Vote “yes” on
Prop. 87 and make oil companies
pay their fair share for cleaner,
cheaper energy. Oil companies
pay billions in oil drilling fees
in Alaska and Texas--but almost
nothing in California. Prop. 87
makes oil companies pay and
makes it illegal to pass the cost
to consumers.

Summary of Arguments
AGAINST Proposition 87: $4
billion oil tax increase! Higher
gas prices, huge bureaucracy,
lacks accountability. No require-
ment they produce results. De-
nies revenues  to schools. We
need alternative energy, but
Proposition 87 is not the way to
get there. CA Taxpayers' Associa-
tion, small business, labor,
schools, police, firefighters, farm-
ers, Auto Club say: Vote “no.”

Proposition 88: Should the
California Constitution be
amended to levy an annual $50
real property tax on most parcels
with the funds allocated to five
K-12 education programs?

Summary Prepared by the
State Attorney General: Imposes
$50 tax on each real property
parcel to provide additional pub-
lic school funding for kindergar-
ten through grade 12. Exempts
certain elderly, disabled
homeowners from tax. Use of
funds restricted to specific edu-
cational purposes. Put on the
Ballot by Petition Signatures

Fiscal Impact from the Legis-
lative Analyst: State parcel tax
revenue of roughly $450 million
annually, allocated to school dis-
tricts for specified education pro-
grams.

A YES vote on this measure
means: The state would levy an
annual $50 tax on most parcels
of land in California, with the
proceeds allocated to school dis-
tricts for five specified K+12 edu-
cation programs.

A NO vote on this measure

means: The state would not levy
an annual $50 tax on most par-
cels of land to raise additional
funding for K+12 education pro-
grams.

Summary of Arguments FOR
Proposition 88:  Proposition 88
will improve our schools. It helps
teachers by providing funds di-
rectly to local schools to reduce
class size and provide textbooks
and learning materials. It re-
quires strict accountability and
exempts disabled and elderly
homeowners. Teachers, busi-
nesses, and taxpayers agree:
“yes” on 88 for Textbooks,
Smaller Classes, Better Schools.

Summary of Arguments
AGAINST Proposition 88: The
State Legislature decides where
your tax money goes. New lay-
ers of costly bureaucracy are cre-
ated. 95%+ of schools could
“never”  receive facility grants
under Proposition 88! Proposi-
tion 88 creates a new kind of
never ending property tax,  open-
ing the door to unlimited prop-
erty parcel tax increase proposi-
tions. Proposition 88--”no!”

Proposition 89: Should eli-
gible candidates for state elec-
tive offices receive public cam-
paign funding that is supported
by new taxes on corporations and
financial institutions, and
should contribution limits be
imposed on those candidates that
do not receive public campaign
funding?

Summary Prepared by the
State Attorney General: Provides
that eligible candidates for state
elective office may receive pub-
lic campaign funding. Increases
tax on corporations and financial
institutions by 0.2 percent to
fund program. Imposes new cam-
paign contribution/expenditure
limits. Put on the Ballot by Peti-
tion Signatures

Fiscal Impact from the Legis-
lative Analyst: Increased rev-
enues (primarily from increased
taxes on corporations and finan-
cial institutions) totaling more
than $200 million annually to
pay for the public financing of
political campaigns.

A YES vote on this measure
means: Candidates for state of-
fices could choose to receive
public funds to pay for the costs
of campaigns if they meet cer-
tain requirements. Candidates
not accepting public funds
would be subject to lower con-
tribution limits than currently.
The tax rate on corporations and
financial institutions would be
increased to pay for the public
financing of political campaigns.

A NO vote on this measure
means: Candidates for state of-
fices would continue to pay for
their campaigns with private
funds subject to current contri-
bution limits. The tax rate on cor-
porations and financial institu-
tions would not change.

Summary of Arguments FOR
Proposition 89:  Proposition 89
will curb corruption in Sacra-
mento and reduce the power of
special interests and lobbyists
over our government. It will level
the playing field and assure that
elections are about ideas, not
money. It will enable everyday
people, like teachers, nurses and
firefighters, to run for public of-
fice.

Summary of Arguments
AGAINST Proposition 89:
Proposition 89 is phoney reform.
Prop. 89 increases taxes for poli-
ticians to finance their political
campaigns and negative ads. The
special interests behind 89 wrote
it to give themselves an unfair
advantage, limiting the voice of
small businesses and nonprofits
and damaging consumers. It's too
complicated and unworkable.
Vote No on 89.

Proposition 90: Should the
California Constitution be
amended to require government
to pay property owners for sub-
stantial economic losses result-
ing from some new laws and
rules, and limit government au-
thority to take ownership of pri-
vate property?

Summary Prepared by the
State Attorney General: Bars
state/local governments from
condemning or damaging private
property to promote other private
projects, uses. Limits
government's authority to adopt
certain land use, housing, con-
sumer, environmental, workplace
laws/regulations. Put on the Bal-
lot by Petition Signatures

Fiscal Impact from the Legis-
lative Analyst: Increased annual
government costs to pay prop-
erty owners for losses to their
property associated with new
laws and rules, and for property
acquisitions. These costs are un-
known, but potentially signifi-
cant on a statewide basis.

A YES vote on this measure
means: State and local govern-
ments would have significantly
increased requirements to com-
pensate property owners for eco-
nomic losses to their property
resulting from new laws or rules.
Also, government would be more
restricted in taking private prop-
erty for public uses.

A NO vote on this measure
means: There would be no
changes in the requirements on
government for: (1) paying for
economic losses to property re-
sulting from new laws and rules
and (2) taking private property
for public purposes.

Summary of Arguments FOR
Proposition 90:  Proposition 90
stops eminent domain abuse and
protects the American Dream--the
fundamental right of every
American to own a home. It pre-

vents government from taking
your home or property without
your permission and turning it
over to powerful developers who
want to build strip malls or other
commercial projects.

Summary of Arguments
AGAINST Proposition 90: Prop.
90 is a deceptive and costly tax-
payer trap. It would create new
categories of lawsuits costing tax-
payers billions of dollars every
year. It is anti-taxpayer and anti-
homeowner. Join taxpayers,
homeowners groups, conserva-
tionists, police, firefighters, and
businesses. Vote “no” on 90.

PROPOSITIONS
(continued from page one)

The Pleasanton Police Offic-
ers Association is again return-
ing to the community with its
annual Giving Tree program.
The association will be collect-
ing gifts for families in the com-
munity who are in need of spe-
cial care this upcoming holiday
season.

The Officers Association has
received the names of families
and seniors within the commu-
nity and are now seeking those
interested in providing Christ-
mas cheer to those in need. Any-
one interested in donating to a
needy family in Pleasanton can
pick up gift tags at the Pleasan-
ton Police Department starting
Nov. 8. The tags list the gifts re-
quested by the families.

For additional information,
contact Detective Daly Harnish
at the Pleasanton Police Depart-
ment, 931-5100.

Police Officers
Sponsor Annual
Giving Tree
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Tobacco use is relatively low
among students in the Pleasan-
ton school district. However, al-
cohol consumption and sexual
experiences are found to a greater
degree, according to a voluntary
survey conducted by the district
during the past school year.

The alcohol statistics made a
strong impression on school
board members when they heard
a report on the California Healthy
Kids Survey by special projects
coordinator Barbara Heisser at a
recent meeting.

The survey is a statewide
document. It was filled out last
October by 3570 students in 5th,
7th, 9th, and 11th grades, with
approximately 75 percent par-
ticipation in each of the grades.

The survey showed that 59
percent of 11th graders reported
having at least one drink at some
time in their lives.  Some 23 per-
cent said they had at least five
drinks over the course of a couple
of hours within the 30 days be-
fore filling out the survey form.

Some 25 percent of 11th grad-
ers said they had sexual inter-
course at least once in their lives.

Cow power is the newest and
most innovative way in which
PG&E is realizing its renewable
energy goals. It has signed an
agreement with Microgy, Inc.
(“Microgy”), a subsidiary of En-
vironmental Power Corporation
(AMEX:  EPG), to deliver renew-
able natural gas.

The agreement involves the
purchase of up to 8,000 mcf of
pipeline quality renewable natu-
ral gas daily. The gas will be gen-
erated by Microgy facilities in
California.

The agreement will allow
PG&E to purchase from Microgy
8,000 mcf of renewable natural
gas. Microgy plans to construct

Pleasanton Students Cutting Back On Tobacco, But Not Alcohol
Some 24 percent said they did
not use a condom in their most
recent sexual experience, and 11
percent said they used no preg-
nancy prevention then. Some 9
percent of 9th graders reported
having intercourse.

Among 11th graders, 32 per-
cent smoked marijuana at least
once, compared to 11 percent for
the 9th graders and 2 percent for
the 7th graders.

On tobacco use, 18 percent of
11th graders said they have
smoked cigarettes, as did 9 per-
cent of the 9th graders and 1 per-
cent of the 7th graders.

Several questions on alcohol
showed that 3 or 4 percent more
are using it than reported it in
2003, the last time the survey was
taken.

The tobacco statistics,
though, show a steady drop.
Some 16 percent reported using
cigarettes at least once in their
lives in the 2001 survey. Two
years later that dropped to 12 per-
cent, and then to 9 percent last
year. Some 98 percent perceive
daily use of tobacco as harmful,
compared to 90 percent who see

daily alcohol consumption as
harmful, and 91 percent think
marijuana use is harmful.

 The board’s discussion of the
report brought concerned reac-
tion and suggestions for possible
future response by the district.
Trustee Juanita Haugen noted
that there was less concern about
alcohol than tobacco, and called
that “disturbing.” The 23 percent
of 11th graders who had five or
more drinks in a couple of hours
was “just incredible and very,
very alarming,” she said.

ACADEMIC PRESSURE
MAY BE DRIVING UP

DRINKING
Trustee Pat Kernan said that

the board needs to “recognize we
have an issue.  We need to allo-
cate money and set goals.”

Kernan said he felt that part
of the  problem with alcohol con-
sumption is that students are un-
der so much pressure to perform
for the high  standards set by the
district and the high expecta-
tions from parents.

Board member Jim Ott said
that he would like to see how
other districts deal with the prob-
lems.  He also called for more

publicity in the press, “hoping
to shake people up a little.”

Another board member, Kris
Weaver,  talked about having stu-
dents sign a contract, the way stu-
dent athletes do with their
coaches. It’s important we take
the  initiative on this issue, be-
cause “what we permit, we pro-
mote,” she said.

Superintendent John  Casey
said that the numbers show “the
facts of life in Pleasanton. We can
let the community know, and ask
partners to do the work on this.”
He mentioned getting the word
out through the Chamber of
Commerce and also letting par-
ents know where they can get
help for their concerns about
their children.
5TH-GRADERS DO ASSETS

INVENTORY
The district does take part in

various alcohol and drug preven-
tion programs. With a question
segment aimed at 5th graders, the
Healthy Kids Survey itself
showed how highly the students
rate the school atmosphere in
Pleasanton, though not as high
as their home atmosphere, which
received astronomical statistics.

The questionnaire asked the
students about such things in
their lives as caring relationships
in school and at home. They were
also asked about their “internal
assets,” such things as empathy,
problem solving, and having
goals and aspirations.

Some 85 percent said that car-
ing relationships in the home

were “high.” The other 15 per-
cent were rated “moderate,” and
none was called low.

Only 1 percent rated the
school atmosphere as low in the
caring relationships category.
However, 29 percent placed the
relationship quality in the mod-
erate category, and 70 percent in
the high column, which was 15
percent fewer than the percent
rating home atmosphere high.

On their own internal assets,

“high goals and aspirations”
took the prize, with 85 percent
rating that category high, and the
remaining 15 percent rating it
moderate.

Some 47 percent rated their
own empathy high, 50 percent
called it moderate, and 3 percent
said low. Some 59 percent of the
5th graders said their problem-
solving was moderate, 39 percent
said it was high, and only 3 per-
cent rated it low.

PG&E Signs Up for 'Cow Power'
four production facilities on the
site of large dairy farms in Cali-
fornia and interconnect those
systems to PG&E’s extensive gas
pipeline network. In addition to
producing renewable energy,
each of these facilities can pro-
duce significant greenhouse gas
benefits.

“Biomethane takes the prob-
lem of air pollution and green-
house gas emissions and turns it
into a key part of the solution to
California’s reliance on fossil fu-
els,” said Allen Dusault, Biofuels
Project Director for Sustainable
Conservation, an environmental
nonprofit organization.

“The state has no shortage of

dairy manure. It can now be cost-
effectively converted into ‘cow
power.’ That makes good envi-
ronmental and economic sense.”

As Microgy constructs state-
of-the-art gas-generating facili-
ties on farms across the central
valley, California consumers will
benefit from a new source of re-
newable, environmentally
friendly energy.

PG&E is also exploring other
projects that will demonstrate the
viability of converting
biomethane to pipeline quality
gas for use in power plants.


